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The Role of Arkansas Post in the

American Revolution

“The Colbert Incident” Report on the Historical
Investigation of ARKANSAS POST Arkansas,

by Ray H. Mattison, Historian

The Seven Years War,
known as the French and Indian
War, formally ended by treaty in
1763 with France ceding the
Louisiana Territory to Spain.
Spain, after having secretly aided
the Patriots for several years,
entered the Revolutionary War
on the side of the French and
Americans in 1779. In the same
year British harassment of the
Spanish in the Mississippi Valley
began. Jean Blommart, leader of
the British volunteers, attacked
and took Fort Panmure and the
settlement of Natchez, Spanish-
claimed at territory on the east
side of the Mississippi River. The
townofPensacola had beentaken
for the British. The Post of
Arkansas, used primarily asa fur
trading post by the French, gained
new significance under Spanish
dominance and was moved
approximately thirty-six miles up
the Arkansas River. It was located
on the southern tip of Arkansas
Post National Memorial and
called Fort San Carlos III. The
new location was established to
give protectionto Spain’s interest
west of the Mississippi. When
Estevan Miro became Governor
ofLouisiana in 1781, heset about
to pacify the Indians east of the
Mississippi and between Spanish

and American territories.
Following the Natchez
insurrection, a number of rebels
fled to the Chickasaw, where they
joined with English loyalists and
traders of various nationalities.
This group united under the
leadership of James Colbert, a
captainofthe Britisharmy, who
had settled in the Chickasaw
countryand who had married into
that tribe. This group made
reprisals against Spanish
commerce on the Mississippi. In
May 1782, Colbert and his men
captured a boat bearing Senora
Cruzat, wife of the lieutenant-
governorof Spanish Illinois, and
her sons. The Spanish
endeavored by diplomacy to
appease the Chickasaw. Colbert,
nevertheless, continued to harass
the Spanish. In April 1783,
Colbert, at the head of about 100
Englishmen and several
Chickasaw, suddenly attacked
Arkansas Post. In approaching
the Post, the raiding party had
found the Arkansas River low
and easy to ascend. It had
deccived the Quapaw, many of
whom were scattered in hunting
partics, by traveling up the river
by boat and making but little
noise. The English first attacked
the village near the fortat 2:30in

l

the morning when everyone was
asleep and captured allthe houses.
Theyseized Lieutenant Villarsand
his family who were temporarily

living in the village. The four. _

principal men of the settlement,
together with their families, and
sixothers who made upthe village,
escaped. The wives and children
ofthe absentec hunters fledto the
house of the commandant at the
fort. The Spanish garrisonranto
the lieutenant’s house, where the
soldiers fought ashortbattle with
the English. Two soldiers were
killed and six were captured. A
cannon was also taken. The
English then attacked the fort,
whichthey could approach within
pistol shot without being seen.
From three to nine o’clock in the
morning, they continued to pour
volley after volley from their
carbines into the palisades of the
fort without effect. The new
commandant of the garrison,
Jacobodu Briel, thendecided to
sally forth with his men. At the
time, hesaw Senora Villiers, wife
of the lieutenant, with a flag of
truce and bearing a letter to the
commandant, and one of
Colbert’s men approaching the
fort. The letter from the English
commander demanded the
immediate surrender and informed



Du Briel that he had already
captured the inhabitants of the
village and Lieutenant Villiers and

his family. The garrison, shouting

loudly, then continued with its
sally. The attacking party then
began their retreat, taking their
prisoners withthemtotheir boats,
which were anchored about a
league distant, and took several

others whomthey had seized trom
the Spanish. Theywithdrew down
the Arkansas River. Later in the
day, the Quapaw camc to the
assistance of the garrison. The
chief, Angaska, with a party ot
Indians and whites, took oft in
pursuit of Colbert and his men
and overtook them three leagues
below the mouthofthe Arkansas

River. There the chief forced
Colbert to release all of the
prisonersexcept threcslaves and
theson of one of the inhabitants.
The English lcader later also freed
these. Bytreaties signed in 1782
and 1783, the American
Revolutionary War came (o an
end.
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HISTORY OF THE BOWIE KNIFE

BY SGT MIKE JEU

Traditionally when you
think of the Arkansas National
Guard and its vast array of
weapons for the individual
soldier, you mayenvision rifles,
machine guns, LAW rockets, or
eventhe Stinger Missile System.
Yes,weexistinanage ofmodern
technology and weaponry.
Among thisarray of weaponry
exists a weapon that holds its
birth here in our great state,
The Bowie Knife. Some may
consider this piece ofequipment
asantique ornonfunctional, but
thisknife hasserved our troops
admirably from the late 1830’s
topresent.

The Bowie knife we have
come to know and admire
traces its roots back to
Washington, Arkansas, in late
1830's. It was first made by the
famous blacksmith and knife
maker, JamesBlack. Aslegend
hasit,JamesBowiewastravelling
through Arkansasandstopped
in Washington, Arkansastosce
Mr. Black. Mr. Bowie’s intention
wastohave Mr. Blackmake him
a knife of his (Bowie’s) own
design. Mr. Bowie hadselected
M. Black since Mr. Black was
an expert in

tempering steel and was
renowned to be the best knife
makerinthe southwest.

Mr. Bowie left a knife
patternthathe hadwhittledout
of wood with Mr. Black for the
new knife design. Mr. Black
agreed toundertake thisrequest
to produce the knife in onc
month for Mr. Bowie. The knife
blade was to be made of the
finest material, possessa heavy
handguard, andbebalancedfor
throwing.

As the appointed month
passed, Mr.Bowie didretumnto
Mr. Black’s shop. Mr. Blackhad
made aknife to Bowie’spattern
asrequestedandhadalsomadea
similar knife with his own
modifications. Both of these
knives were single edged, but
Mr. Black’s knife design hada
curved point of twoedges. This

made it possible to either
stab orslashwith the knife. Mr.
Bowie was pleascd with these
modifications and took Mr.
Black’s knife in place of the
knife he haddesigned.

Shortly after Mr. Bowie
had acquired this new knife, he
hadan occasion touse

W

it. Beingattachedby three
menwho hadbeen hired tokill
him, Mr. Bowie drew his new
knife. Mr. Bowie slashedatthe
firstman,beheading him, utilized
anupwardstabkilling thesecond
man, and the third man
attempted to run away. Mr.
Bowie gavechase anddelivered
a downward swing blow to the
top of the man’s head, killing
him. This fight made both
Bowie and Blackfamous.

Soon Mr. Black wasdeluged
with requests from all over the
Southwest for knives “like
Bowie’s”.

Mr. James Black was the
only man who knew how to
make the real Bowie knife.

Mr.Black haddevelopeda
secret way of making a fine
steel which no one could
duplicate. He never divulged
this secret and took it to his
grave with himin 1872. Mr.
Black liesinan unmarked grave
inacemetery at Washington,
Arkansas.

Mr. Bowie wasconsidered to
be abusiness man, explorer,and
soldier. Mr. Bowie gallantly
gave hislife in 1836 in the most




famous battle of the Texas war
ofindependence atthe Alamo.

Arkansas’ 39th Infantry
Brigade (Separate) wasformed
following reorganization on
1 December 1967. In 1968, the
Bowie Knifewasadoptedaspart
of the Brigadeinsignia andas
the individual weapon of
Brigade field grade officers, the
commander’saide decamp,and
recently the Command
Sergeant Major andSergeant
Majors.

A distinctive and honored
award from the brigade, the
knife is modified from the
original design to be more
suitable for close combat. Itis
indicative of the aggressive
spiritof the infantry.

Only  knives that are
procured by order of the
brigade commander are
authorized for wear or
presentation. General officers
are authorized a knife withan
ivory handle. Colonels wear
kniveswith stag handles, while
otherfieldgradeofficersand the
aide decampwearblackhandles.
Warrant Officers of the rank of
CW4 are authorized to wear
walnut handles.

The ranks of Command
Sergeant Major and Sergeant
Major are authorizedto wear
the cherry wood handle.
Honorees are presented a knife
commensurate with their ranks.
All former brigade members
and persons who have been
honoredby

the presentation of the
brigade Bowie knife may wear
it on ceremonial occasions.

Ironically, the Bowie knife
was conceived in Arkansas by a
native knife maker and in 1993
this knifecontinues to be produced
inArkansas. Untilrecently, each
presentation grade knife was
handmade by Mr. Jimmy Lyleof
Russellville, Arkansas. Mr. Lyle
was commissioned to build the
knifeused by Sylvester Stallone
in the tilm “Rambo”. The Lyle
family continues to build these
knives for the brigade. Thegeneral
public cannot purchase one of
these knives, but can purchase
a different pattern Bowie style
knife.
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Each brigade Bowie knife
bearsthe recipient'sname, social
security number, rank, and
branch as well as the maker's
name andserial number of the
knife.

The Brigade Bowie knife, a
work of superb craftsmanship,
identifiesthebearer asamember
oftheelite Arkansas Brigade.

WASHINGTON,
ARKANSAS
SERVED AS A
CROSSROADS TO
THE SOUTHWEST
DURING THE
9 EARLY |800S.

AM HOUSTON,

JAMES BOWIE,
AND DAVEY CROCKETT

WERE AMONG ITS MANY
FAMOUS VISITORS, AND, ARKANSAS’
CONFEDERATE STATE CAPYTOL WAS
MOVED THERE DURING “THE FINAL YEARS

OF THE CWIiL WAR,

STRUCTURES FROM

WASHINGTON'S EARLY YEARS ARE OPEN
0 THE PUBLIC AS PART OF OLD WASH-
INGTON HISTORIC STATE PARK..



INDIAN ENCOUNTERS

Contributed by: Major General James A. Ryan,
The Adjutant General, Arkansas National Guard

A Report by Lt. John B. Hood, Fort Clark, Texas July 27th, 1857

I havethe honorto submit

the following detailed reportofa
scouting party under my
command, consistingoftwenty-
four men of Company G, 2d
Cavalry.

Onthe Sthday of July, I
left Fort Mason to proceed to a
point some fifteen miles west of
Fort Terrett, and examine and

explore a trail reported by Licut
Shaalf o be running north and
south. I found nosuchtrail. Ithen
marched for thehead ofthe south
Concho, about half way between
Fort Terrett and this point. |
found a water hole which is a
general camp for Indians passing
from Fort Terrett to the head of
the Concho; avoiding the San
Saba. I proceeded fromthe head
tothe mouthofthe South Concho
up the main Concho, o’ Royal
Creek, thence to its source, and
fromthere to the mouthofKioway
Creek, where I'struck an Indian
trail about three days old, leading
southwithsome fificen animals in
the party. I followed itsouth, then
East, 10 a water hole two miles
southot'the head of Lapan Creek.
Ithen followed themdue Southto
Water holes from thirty-five to
fifty miles apart, (this line of water
holes being their mainroute from
the lower to the upper country)
and on the morning of the 20th
inst., which was my fourthday in
their pursuit, I came to a water
hole someseven miles above the
head of Devil’s River, where a
second party had joined them;
their camp showed that some
thirty or forty had camped there,

I hurried on, although my horses
were very much wearied, and
trailed over the blutfs and
mountains, down the river, but
some three miles fromit late inthe
afternoon, from the extreme thirst
of my men, I left thetrailtogoto
the river and camp. About one
mile from the trail I discovered,
some two miles and a half from
me onaridge, some horsesand a
large white flag waving. Ithen
crossed over the ridge without
water, supposingtheywereaparty
ofTonkaways, asinstructions had
been received at Fort Mason that
a party of Tonkaways had gone
for their families, and the troops
ontheir raising a white tlag, were
to allow them (to) pass. I
cautioned mymennot to fire until
I ordered it. My fighting force
consisting of seventeen men, I
advanced upon them about an
hour by sun, with every
precaution, ready to fightor talk.
Theywereonaverysmallmound,
butonlysome tenIndians insight.
Iadvanced andsome fiveofthem
came forward with the flag, set
fire to a lot of rubbish they had
collected, and about thirty rose
up from among the Spanish
Bayonets, inten paced of us with



about twelve rifles, and the rest
witharrows, besides eight or ten
attacked us mounted with lances
and arrows, mymen gaveone yell
and went rightin their midstand
fought hand to hand, the Indians,
from their heavy fire, beating us
back alittle until Irallied my men
withtheirsixshooters. Our being
in four or five paces our shots
were so heavy we drove them
back. One of my men hung his
rifleon the cantle of hissaddle to
use hissixshooter and an Indian
took it off. I forced them back
until all the shots of my rifles and
six shooters were expended. I
then found I could not reload
owingtotheirdeadlyfireand| fell
back ashortdistance todo so. If
I had had two six shooters to a
man I would have killed and
wounded near all of them. The
Indians were then busy gathering
up their dead and wounded and
leaving weeping and moaning
overtheirloss. Intheengagement
Ikilled nine and wounded ten or
twelve. Iregret to be compelled
to report my loss. Onemankilled,
one man missing, supposed to be
killed, one man dangerously
wounded, myselfand three men
severely wounded. One horse
killed and three dangerously
wounded. Aftertheengagement,
I had but eleven men to protect
my wounded men and horses. [
then withdrew to water, which I
found about teno’clock at night.
limmediately sentan express to
Lieut. Fink, 8th Infy,
Commanding Camp Hudson, for
awagonto transport mywounded
to hiscamp.

Sosoon as my wounded
were cared for, Lieut. Fink

cheerfully joined me with fifteen
men, and we proceeded to the
place of action, to bury the dead
and make search for the missing
man, but no traces of him could
be found. From this place the
Indians had scattered in all
directions. Owing to my small
force and the broken down
condition of my horses, I was
unable to make any further pursuit.
Ithencameto Camp Hudson and
from there to this post, where I
shallremainadayortwotorecruit
my men and horses and then
proceed to Fort Mason.

It is due my non-
commissioned officers and men,

one and all, to say during the
scout inalltheir suffering for water
they did their duty cheerfully, and
thatduring the action they did ali
men could do, accomplishing
more thancould beexpected from
their number and the odds against
whichthey had to contend.

Fromwhat myguidesays,
Isuppose they were Comanches
and Lipans. There were two
chiefs, one was killed by my;
sergeant.

T'am, sir, Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Servt. John B. Hood
Lt, 2d Cav

To Lt. Chas W. Phifer, Post
Adjt. Fort Mason Texas

Guadalupe Pk.
2,666 n

180 kn
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THE MAKING OF A SOLDIERAT CAMP PIKE, ARKANSAS

ADAPTED BY SSG NATHAN BARLOW

Recentlya groupofletters,
picturesand othermemorabilia
were donated to the Arkansas
Militia Foundation. Theletters
give a very vivid picture of the
transformation of an inductee
into “a seasoned
noncommissioned officer” ready
toaccepthisrolein Armylifeand
the War. We will let his words
speakforthemselves:

ORDER OF
INDUCTION INTO
MILITARY SERVICE OF
THEUNITEDSTATES:

ToThomasH. Wilson:

Order #244 Serial Number
416

Youwillthere fore, reportto
thelocalboardnamedbelowat
Sapulpa, Oklaat9A.M.onthe
dayof August29, 1918 formilitary
duty. Fromandafterthedayand
hour just named you will be a
soldierin the military service of
the United States.

C.C.Taylor

VAN BUREN, ARK
(POST MARKED) AUG 31,
1918

Am here at 1130. Will be
there about 8 a.m. Will write
later,

Hobart

AUGUST30,1918
We leftabout43(). Arnived
at Claremore about 700 p.m.
Went from there on the Iron
MountaintoCamp. Arrivedhere
about6thea.m. ArrivedatCamp
at9a.m. About2thousandcame
in this a.m. This is a real nice
place. Think I will get in the
officework. .
Thomas H. Wilson
Casual Co.36 162 Deport Brigade

SEPT.2,1918

Have been real busy. We
have had5examinationsbutare
stillinquarantine andwillbe for
14daysmore. Wedon’tget much
toeat. Hasbeenawful dustyand
dirtytoday. Wesleepoutin the
open and eat out in the open.
Will get my uniform tomorrow.

SEPT.3

Wearessleepingoutof doors
insome muleshedsbutassoonas
we getout of quarantine we will
gettosleepinthebarracks. We
have acot,astraw mattressand
two wool blankets. We have
threcmealsadaybuttheyare not
much. Thisisarealnice placeup
onahill. Itisnotsohotherebut
awful dusty. Thiscamp occupies
10,000 acres. About 8000 men
coming here tomorrow. This
campisaninfantrycamp, nothing

elsc. Theydonotkeepmenhere
long. Itisjustareplacementcamp.
WegetupatSa.m.,eatat6:00and
gotobedat 9:00with the lights
out. thereisabout275Smeninour
company. Theyshippedinabout
1500 mexicans here from New
Mexico. There about 100 negro
soldiershere.

SEPT.7

Hasbeenraining here most
everydayandhasbeenawfulcool.
[tgetsawful tiresomewhenyou
havetostayinquarantine. Think
Iwillgetin doingclerkwork or
elseinthegrocerypart. Thiscamp
isallinfantry. WishIwashome
today instead of down here butit
can’tbe helped.

SEPT. 14

Theyhavedrilledusalittle
but notmuch. Wegoupanddo
work at different places about
everyday. Onedaywe movedbig
rocksallafternoon. We moved
some weapons and stacked
lumber. A man don’t know
anythinginthearmy. Thisarmy
lifeisnotwhatitiscrackedupto
be. Itissure ahardlife,butalright
foronethatdon’tcare. Theshoes
theygave me are workshoesand
about twosizes toobig.



SEPT.22

Receivedyourcaketodaybut
noletter. Like thislife butevery
day, butlike tobe home better.
Wasexaminedagain today. Will
betransferredtomorrow. Moving
to the 3rd training battalion.
Someof theboysthatcame here
withushave got theirordersthat
they will leave some time next
weekfor Camp Dix, New Jersey.
Isawtwotrainloadsleaving here
Saturday. Theywere 13 coaches
longtooandfull up.

SEPT.25

Moved to my new home in
thebarracksMondayafternoon.
Therewas40ofustransferredat
the same time. I am with
Company K, 3rd training
regiment. Wasissued our guns,
cartridges, beltsandhoverpacks
the same night. The cartridge
beltshold 100shells, 10shellsto
the pack, alsohave ourbayonets.
Iamactingcorporal goingtothe
noncommissionedofficersschool
everyafternoonfrom1t0230. I
like it fine but it is might hard
workdrillingwith the guns. Was
outdrillingeverydaysince I got
my rifle. We have todrill from 7
till 1130 and one till 530. Have
notbeen to Little Rock since 1
havebeenhere. Thewholecamp
isunderquarantine for7 days.

SEPT.29

Receivedletterandcarton
of cigarettes today. I have full
equipment now have rifle,
bayonet, cartridge belt, poncho
orraincoat,andhavesackwhich
wecarry ourequipmentinsuchas
messkit, toiletarticlesandone

blanket. Had my first general
inspection here Saturday
morming,

ImactingcorporalandI have
apermanentsquad. Havebeen
going to the noncommissioned
officers training school every
afternoon from 1 till 230 and
sometimes after supper for an
hour or so. Send me a little
somethingtoeatonceinawhile.
The same old thing getsalittle
stalewhenyougetitallthetime.
I like the life better every day.
The model of ourrifleisno. 30. It
isan Enfieldnfle.

OCT.4,1918

Have been drilling all day
today and it sure is hard work.
Hasbeenrealwarmhere thelast
week. By the time we getallour
harnessonandwearitalldayit
getspretty tiressomebefore night.
Iam helpingtodrillthe menand
teachthemhowtodothedifferent
things. If I get to be
noncommissioned officer
chancesare [willnotgettosee
any over seas duty. All the
noncom’shere havebeen here
from6to 12months. Wasone of
10 to be recommended for
noncommissionedofficer. lama
corporal. Haveasquadof mento
drilleveryday. Didn’texpectthis.
Iwillbe here forlongerthan two
or three weeks at least. Don’t
knowwhetherIwillbe oneofthe
men left here or not. We goout
on the drill field every morn at
730till 1130and 1till 530, start
retreat at 6 p.m., go to school
from 6301ill 730, then offfor the
night. Orders came from
headquarterstonightthatnomen
when IwastransferredtoCamp

couldbe allowed toleave
camporgatherin the picture
shows, YMCA or any public
gathering,

OCT.6

Gotmy stripesSaturday. I
amarealcorporal nownotan
actingone. I thinkwe will take
ahike outtotherifle range this
weckanddoallittle shooting.
Each manshoots60shots. You
are supposedtoshoot 10shots
in 1 minute and20seconds. 4or
Scompaniesgooutatatime. I
suppose you know how many
menare inacompany - 250. I
think we could be out of
quarantinenextweekalthough
anorder hasbeenissued now
thatnovisitorscouldbeallowed
in camp. Has been several
deathsatthe base hospital.

OCT.13

Did not have any
inspection on account of
Saturday beinga holiday. Our
company wasout on the field
Saturday momning. We played
severaldifferentkindsof games
andthe menthatwon the races
received War Savings Stamps.
We had newsin the regiment
last night that peace hadbeen
declared. Believe me therewas
sure some noise made. They
hadtocall the regimentalguard
to make different company
quiet. The major of our
regimentleavesfor France next
week. Some time I certainlydo
wanttogoandam tryingtogo
withthe nextbunch. Whenone
hears all the good news it
certainlymakeshimwant tobe
overthere. Isuppose there will







































