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Message from the Editor 
 

We think this is an interesting issue of the      

Arkansas Military History Journal.  During the 

spring the 206th Coast Artillery colors were    

returned to the Arkansas National Guard       

Museum after being conserved.  The flag flew 

over Dutch Harbor in the Aleutians when the         

Japanese attacked in June 1942.  Conserved by    

Textile Preservation Association, Inc., in Ranson, 

WV, the flag has a prominent place in the      

Museum’s new 206th and 153rd exhibit.  The 

153rd Infantry was also in Alaska’s Aleutian     

Islands during the War.  We have included an 

early Journal article form the 1990s that covers 

the unit’s time in the North.  Our first article is 

written by LTC (Ret) Brian Mason, who covers 

the visit to Camp Robinson during the Second 

World War by General Brehon Burke Somervell.  

The article, entitled “War’s Most Influential   

Logistician Visits Camp Robinson,” provides a 

plethora if interesting information.  Finally,    

included are advertisements and articles of the 

sale of items at Camp Pike during the early 

1920s after Arkansas took over the post from 

the federal government. 

Please enjoy these articles! 
 

Dr. Raymond Screws 
Editor/Arkansas National Guard Museum Director 
501-212-5215; raymond.d.screws.nfg@army.mil     
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War’s Most Influential Logistician  
Visits Camp Robinson 

 
Written by: Lt. Col. (Retired) Brian L. Mason 

 

While the details of his visit in 1943 remain unknown, the fact remains that the Second World 
War’s most prominent quartermaster visited Camp Robinson at the height of several key transitions 
for both the installation and the war. General Brehon Burke Somervell (1892-1955) was a critical and 
key factor in American military success during World War II, responsible for the U.S. Army’s logis-
tics, and commanding the U.S. Army’s Service Forces. Equally notable is the fact that Gen. Somervell 
was the designer and planner for the construction of the Pentagon building which began construction 
in September 1941 and completed in January 1943.  
 

Brehon Somervell was born in Little Rock on May 9th, 1892, as the only child of Dr. William 
Taylor Somervell and teacher Mary S. Burke. Somervell attended the Fred Kramer School in Little 
Rock. In 1910, Representative Charles C. Reid of Arkansas recommended Somervell to attend the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, and in 1914, he graduated 6th of 107. He commissioned a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo and captioning of Fred Kramer School where Somervell attended school. (162nd Photo Company, 
Camp Robinson, 1942) 
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2LT Somervell was serving as a volunteer military attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Paris, France when 
World War I started in 1914. He was on leave in Europe when the war began, and he felt the need to 
assist U.S. citizens attempting to flee the situation there and return home. In February 1915, he was 
promoted to 1LT and returned to Washington D.C. to an Engineer Battalion assignment. Somervell 
participated in the Punitive Expedition into Mexico, chasing the infamous Poncho Villa and his raid-
ers, a pursuit led by then Maj. Gen. John J. Pershing. 14 
 

Somervell was assigned to the Fifth Engineers while deployed to Europe in 1917 during World 
War I when he was promoted to captain and awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. He also served 
as an assistant chief of staff for the 89th Division commander, led a reconnaissance patrol into enemy 
lines and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. He remained in Germany until 1920 as part of 
the Army of Occupation. 8 

 
After returning to the states, Somervell, a Lt. Col. by now, served with the Corps of Engineers 

in Washington, D.C., Florida, New York, and Tennessee. He graduated in the top 15 in his class at the 
General Staff College and attended Army War College. During the Great Depression, he was head of 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) for New York City, where he directed the LaGuardia Air-
port project, among many other key engineering projects. During the interwar years, and after his 
work with the WPA, he returned to military service and became head of the Construction Division of 
the Office of the Quartermaster.  

 
As World War II approached, Somervell was involved in some of the most significant projects 

of his distinguished career. In 1940, he was appointed to the head of the Construction Division of the 
Quartermaster Department, where he was responsible for the development of the many training bases 
required to prepare U.S. troops for the war. Once promoted to Brigadier General in early 1941, he set 
out to convince legislators and military decision-makers the need to placing the administrative func-
tions of the high command in a central location, which resulted in what is now known as the Penta-
gon. After construction was complete, Somervell added an Oak Leaf Cluster to his Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal. Somervell realized that going to war on a global scale (again) would require a more ro-
bust and comprehensive Army supply program. 7 

In 1941, Alaska, which was accessible only by sea and air, began to take on an important role 
in America’s strategic posture. As the G-4, while a highway was being built, General Somervell was 
responsible for supplying both Alaska and military units along the route. The full impact of the con-
struction of the Alcan highway continues to be felt with the economies of the cities established along 
the highway, as it opened up Alaska, northwest Canada, and the Yukon to tourists and travelers 
providing better transportation and communication. 5 

In early 1942, he was promoted to the temporary rank of major general and assigned as the 
assistant chief of staff to the War Department G4. In that position, Somervell was essentially the head 
of the Services of Supply (changed to Army Services Forces in 1943); charged with organizing the 
supply of U.S. military forces on all fronts. While the Manhattan project had been kept quite secret 
from most, Somervell was briefed on the project in 1942. At that point, Somervell helped with the for-
mation of the Military Policy Committee and appointed General Leslie Groves, who was his assistant 
on the Pentagon project, to lead the Manhattan project. 8 

Not long after, he was promoted to lieutenant general for his work. Presidential advisor Bernard Ba-
ruch described Somervell as “one of the few Americans who really understands total war.” 3 

General Somervell’s work as the army’s chief logistician during WW2 was marked by a con-
sistent ability to get things done. Drawing upon the managerial skills that he developed before the 
war, surrounding himself with skilled subordinates, infusing his organization with his own driving 
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personality, and recognizing that logistics was a major key to victory, he spared no effort to ensure 
that the American soldier had everything needed to win the war.7 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the two years prior to Somervell’s visit to Camp Robinson, the base had been quite busy, 
having undergone renovations from its WWI missions, Camp Robinson was reclaimed by the U.S. 
Army in 1940 and by September of that year, construction began that included a total of over 6700 
buildings and more than 5400 tented huts. By December 1940 the 35th Division was activated and 
training at the camp, spending nearly 9 months there, minus a two-month excursion south as part of 
2nd Army’s “Red Force” in the Great Louisiana Maneuvers in late 1941. After the 35th moved out to 
the west coast in preparation for their eventual involvement in the European theater, Camp Robinson 
was the site of both the Branch Immaterial Replacement Training Center (BIRTC) and the Medical 
Replacement Training Center (MRTC), both centers training capacity of nearly 30,000 soldiers. 10 

 

 

 

General Brehon Somervell on the covers of Life (8 March 1943), Time (15 June 1942), and Life (13 April 
1942) magazines (Time.com/vault and Oldlifemagazines.com) 

Members of the 35th Division 
training in Louisiana during the 
Louisiana Maneuvers (Army 
Archives) 
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In the later months of 1943, a decision was made to include Infantry training at Camp Robin-
son, and by 1944 both the BIRTC and MRTC were replaced by the Infantry Replacement Training 
Center, whose training capacity was over 21 thousand. It is likely that this transition may have been 
the impetus for then Lt. Gen. Somervell’s visit to Camp Robinson. Additionally, some 3000-4000 
German POWs were imprisoned at Camp Robinson in 1944, most of whom were captured in the 
North Africa campaign, which took place from June 1940-May 1943. 1, 10 

While the details of Lt. Gen. Somervell’s Camp Robinson visit remain elusive to historians, 
Somervell had a unique and particular interest in training to win this war. In his address in a confer-
ence of the National Institute on Education and the War, August 28th, 1942, he states as he talks to the 
National Association of School Principals, “The job of the armed forces is to win this total war on the 
battlefront. The job of industry is to furnish the weapons and supplies needed by the armed forces to 
carry on total war. The job of the schools in this total war is to educate the nation’s manpower for war 
and the peace that follows. We can lose this total war on the battlefront as a direct result of losing it on 
the industrial front, on the home front, or on the educational front.” 12 

 

Accompanying Lt. Gen. Somervell in the photo of his visit to Camp Robinson was the Com-
mander of the camp, Col. Grover C. Graham, an Infantry officer who served in both WWI and WWII, 
Brig. Gen. Francis B. Mallon, commanding general of the Branch Immaterial Replacement Center, 
and Brig. Gen. James L. Baylis, commanding general of the Medical Replacement Training Center. 
Mallon previously commanded the 30th Infantry Regiment and would later be promoted to Maj. Gen. 
and command Army Ground Forces at Depot 1 & 4. Baylis commanded Medical Replacement Cen-
ters at Camp Grant and Fort Lewis after his command at Camp Robinson. He later served as Chief 
Surgeon for US Burma-India theater and 7th Army. 

Somervell retired from the military on April 30, 1946. In 1948, he was promoted to the perma-
nent rank of four-star general on the retired list. After retirement, he served as president of Koppers 
Company, a producer of industrial machinery and industrial by-products based in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. With Somervell at the head, the company experienced significant postwar success. Somervell’s 
postwar health required a couple of surgeries and setbacks. By 1955, Somervell, who considered him-
self, “just a country boy from Arkansas”, resigned from Koppers and moved to his Ocala, Florida 
home where he died after a series of heart attacks. 6 He is buried in Virginia’s Arlington Cemetery. 
The USAT General Brehon B. Somervell, a Frank S. Besson–class U.S. Army Reserve support vessel, 
was named in his honor. 8 

Photo and caption of Brig. Gen. Francis Mallon, Lt. Gen. Brehon Somervell, Brig. Gen. James Baylis, and COL Grover 
Graham during the Camp Robinson visit June 7th, 1943 (Col. Graham Camp Robinson photo scrapbook)  
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The United States Army Combined Armed Support Command (CASCOM) established the 
General Brehon B. Somervell medal, a decorative honorary medal, to recognize military and civilian 
personnel who have made significant contributions in sustainment, with specific emphasis on multi-
functional logistics. 4 
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CAMP PIKE SALE  

In 1917, Camp Pike (now Camp Robinson) was one of 32 new posts built in the United States to train 
solders for the World War.  By 1922, the War had been over for more than three years and was no 
longer needed by the Army.  Camp Pike was given to the State and the Arkansas National Guard.  In 
the transition, several large sales were conducted to get rid of excess property.  These are newspa-
per articles and advertisements for the Camp Pike sale.   
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Article previously published in the 1993 Spring Edition of the Arkansas Military Journal. 
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F E A T U R E D  D I S P L A Y  

ARNG in Alaska WWII 
153rd & 206th 

Top:  Box of letters sent to Cpl Harold 
Newton while at Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 
  

Right: Display case with he 206th and 
153rd Guidons from WWII. 
 

Bottom: Back panel for display case 
with scenic views of Dutch Harbor, 
Alaska, maps and a poster showing 
those of the 2nd Battalion of the 206th 
who lost their lives during service at 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska.  

Top: Uniform worn by 
soldiers stationed at Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska.  

 
Below:  This is the  206th 
Flag that was flown at 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 
Currently, on display after 
its conservation. 

Right: WWII 

Footlocker of 

PFC Donald 

Bearden of the 

153rd located at 

Ft. Glen, Alaska.  
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