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Message from the Editor 
 

In this issue, we have several interesting 

articles. The granddaughter of Col. Grover C. 

Graham, who was the Commander of Camp 

Robinson during the WWII years, donated a 

scrapbook that her grandfather made during 

his time on Post. Three articles are 

developed from information taken from this 

scrapbook. Jah Whyte and LTC (Ret) Brian 

Mason include articles on boxers Joe Lewis 

and Sugar Ray Robinson when they visited 

Camp Robinson during the War. These 

articles provide different prospectives. In 

addition, Will Reaves investigates Cecil B. 

DeMille’s, visit to the Post during WWII.   

Because of the Cecil B. DeMille article, we 

decided to include a featured artifact article 

on the movie projectors at the Museum.  We 

gave LTC Matthew Anderson a rest for this 

issue, so I have taken over the Featured 

Artifact duties!   
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EXPLORING COL. GROVER C. 

GRAHAM’S SCRAPBOOK 

COMMANDER OF CAMP ROBINSON 

1942-1946 

 

Keeping your service records safe comes highly recommended by mentors and peers, but it is 
relatively easy in the digital age. The military does it for you, right? Documents, photos, 
certificates…all of it is in the ether…somewhere. Safe? That’s why we make copies and put them 
in a folder (either physical or digital). It’s a matter of trust and it is a guarantee we have it if (or 
when) we need those records. We keep photos on our phones these days, but what happens when 
you drop them in the lake? It’s very likely that those photos were automatically uploaded to some 
backup location within hours of you taking the photo. You just get a new phone and all the data, 
including notes reappear like magic. Yet this clearly has not always been the case. How did 
military record-keeping work before our digital era? Enter Colonel Grover C. Graham. His 
meticulous record keeping in the form of scrapbooks has been perfectly preserved, and recently 
made available via digitization for all those curious about the history of Camp Robinson. It is our 

honor to write on Col. Graham’s contributions to Camp Robinson, utilizing stories from the past 
that would have been forgotten had it not been for the scrapbooks of Col. Graham. 

Colonel Grover C. Graham was the commander of Camp Robinson during WWII. Some 70 
thousand (plus) soldiers were trained here during his four years, and the camp saw considerable 
increases in the infrastructure necessary to house, feed, train, and even entertain them. Camp 
Robinson / Camp Pike was utilized in a very similar fashion during WWI, but we don’t yet have 
the camp commander’s scrapbook or journal to understand much of what took place. We do know 
approximate numbers, units, training, and even some building locations and purposes, but the 
commander’s scrapbook allowed us to take a much deeper look into the everyday lives of the 
command and soldiers who served and trained here, thanks to Col. Graham’s meticulous efforts to 
document with photos, captions, maps, brochures, and detailed personal descriptions of both his 
career and achievements as well as what he experienced.  

Letters congratulating COL. Graham on his promotion.  Photos with captions of significant events at Camp Robinson 
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The story of the scrapbook is indeed interesting. It is 
quite obvious why Col. Graham kept one. This place 
was a busy one during WWII, and so many changes in 
such short a time were occurring. It’s often a wonder 
how he had time to document the important stuff like 
VIP visits, movie premieres, boxing exhibitions, 
building dedications, and so much more. But, when we 
were presented with a second scrapbook detailing his 
career prior to being assigned as the commander here, 
everything made perfect sense. Yes, there’s not one, but 
two…both of them explaining the career of Col. 
Graham, detailing the important parts of his career from 
enlistment in 1908, through WWI where he received a 
battlefield promotion, to his tenure as the commander 
of Arkansas’s Civilian Conservation Corps, through his 
historic command of Camp Robinson/Pike, culminating 
in his retirement ceremony in 1946.  

Mrs. Susan Wilson, granddaughter of Col. Graham, gifted the first scrapbook to the Arkansas National 
Guard Museum in late 2019, right before the pandemic muddled things up for visitors and even staff to 
fully explore, research, and explain what a treasure-trove of information this first scrapbook is. The 
rediscovery of the scrapbook further adds to its amazing story. Mrs. Wilson found these precious items in 
trash bags, about to be thrown away, nestled in a work-shed behind her sister’s house. Since the second 
scrapbook had ‘Camp Joseph T. Robinson’ labeled on its cover, the Wilson’s were kind enough to donate 
it to the museum. This past summer, the staff and volunteers/interns had the privilege of working in the 
scrapbook, carefully scanning and making it available through a new digital archive and public 
programming software. We began to get a glimpse of how critical the camp was to the war effort and the 
state, and more importantly what took place here outside of the training that was both historically 
significant and internally meaningful. Both President Franklin Roosevelt and Vice President Truman 
visited (separate trips mind you).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Army’s top logistician, MG Brehon B. Somervell was here. A movie produced and directed by Cecil 
B. DeMille, of The Greatest on Earth and The Ten Commandments fame, premiered locally, and the 
Director visited Camp Robinson. Bob Burns, Arkansas native and, at the time, one of if not the most 
famous comedians in the nation, also visited with a stand up special for the troops of Camp Robinson. 
(photo) Another important event here at Camp Robinson during the war was a boxing exhibition that 
featured SSG Joe Louis and SGT Sugar Ray Robinson. The scrapbook, full of important photos and 

Photo and article of Col. Graham and comedian Bob Burns. 

Photo of President Roosevelt and Letter of Appreciation by Governor Adkins.  

Cover of AMHJ Vol. 16, No. 2 Summer 2022  
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documents, is a treasure-trove of Camp Robinson and 
Col. Graham’s incredible achievements and history.  

Recently, the Wilson’s donated the first scrapbook to 
the museum. This time, both Susan and her husband 
Lt. Col. (Ret) William Wilson, stopped in to gift the 
museum with not only a second scrapbook, but a host 
of items significant to the family and Col. Graham’s 
career. The items included some personal narratives 
about his early experiences in the Army, including 
being stationed in the Pacific during the height of 
Progressive Era Imperialism, his time on the Mexican 
border during the pursuit of Pancho Villa, and his 
promotion and service in France during World War 
One. But that is for a later issue. For now, we hope 
you enjoy reading this assortment of articles covering 
themes from the Col. Graham’s Great Depression and 
World War Two era scrapbook. After reading this, 
check out the digitized version of the scrapbook on 
our website. You will be able to click through the 
scrapbook as if turning the pages themselves. And of 
course, be sure to stop in at the museum for more 
Camp Robinson history. 

 

Lt. Col. Brian L. Mason retired in February 2022 and has 
been active in volunteering his time to the ARNG Museum 
providing research, article information, and assistance with 
archiving and curation.  

Will Reaves is a graduate student in the Heritage Studies 
program at Arkansas State University. Will was an Intern at 
the ARNG Museum during the summer of 2023 and was 
instrumental in digitizing Col. Graham’s scrapbook and 
placing it on our website.   

 

 

Newspaper clippings of various events that occurred at Camp 
Robinson during Col. Graham’s tenure as Camp Commander. 
An incident during a training exercise at Lake No. 2 at 
Lakewood left 11 soldiers dead. Much of these newspaper 
clippings deal with incidents. Other happenings include new 
personnel and the designation of Camp Robinson as a WAC 
Center.  

Susan Wilson’s Donation—September 2023 

Susan Wilson, granddaughter of Col. Grover C. 
Graham sharing stories of her grandfather with 
Volunteer LTC (Ret.) Mason and Intern Will Reeves.  

https://arngmuseum.com/col-grover-c-graham-scrapbook/ 
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About Camp Robinson Visitor, Joe Louis 
By Jah Whyte 

 
One of Camp Robinson's most famous visitors, a boxer with a win streak spanning over two years. That 

is an accomplishment that only a few can make. Joe Louis was an American boxer from Chambers 

County, Alabama and he did just that. In his professional career he won a whopping 69 total fights with 

52 of them by knockout. The heavyweight champ was terrorizing the boxing world for years. Louis 

defended his title a total of 26 times. However, he would start another career where he would empower 

many more with his strength and heroism. Louis became a symbol of what it meant to be American. The 

heavyweight champ defended something much more valuable than his championship belt. Joe Louis was 

fighting to defend people's freedom and democracy. 

 

Louis put his career to the side to fight for his nation. He had always been a patriot, donating a portion of 

the prize money from fights to military organizations. Louis decided to join after the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. Like many, he didn’t appreciate the fact that other nations felt that they could deceive the U.S. 

successfully with no repercussions. Before enlisting he supported the U.S Navy by giving an extremely 

generous donation of $89,092. That’s an equivalent of about $1,838,586 today. When he joined, Louis 

was seen as a beacon of hope for the American people. However, Joe did not let himself get distracted by 

the spotlight and decided to try and make an impact fighting for the equal treatment of other black 

soldiers. “Although Louis saw himself as a patriot and supported all the troops, he felt a special 

obligation to support the masses of blacks who 

had donned uniforms like himself” (Anthony 

Bell. army.mil). Joe would take tours of other 

bases to see the living conditions of the black 

troops and advocate for the equal treatment of 

both black and white soldiers. Because our 

post had black troops at the time it was most 

likely the reason he came to visit our very own 

Camp Robinson. 

 

When Joe Louis visited Camp Robinson 

another notable figure was also in attendance, 

that being Sugar Ray Robinson. They most 

likely met in the old gym, which has now been 

taken back by Mother Nature. “Guests at the 

reception given by the special services office for the members of the Joe Louis troupe which is now 

touring the military posts of the nation include left to right: Sgt. Ray Robinson, uncrowned welterweight 

champion of the world and member of the troupe; Col. West A. Hamilton, Member Chief of Staff; 8th 

Service Command Sgt. Joe Barrow Louis, World heavyweight boxing champion” (CMD Scrapbook). 

This piece was collected from the scrapbook of a previous post commander. Joe Louis was also used to 

rally troops' spirits to get them ready to fight overseas. One way that Louis achieved this was by setting 

up expedition fights at the camps. Supposedly, there was one here at Camp Robinson, but no footage or 

photographs were preserved to confirm that claim.  
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Joe Louis stepped in to be the American 

hero that the military needed. He lifted many 

people's spirits by joining the military. When 

you accomplish as much as Joe had there's a 

kind of immortality that you receive with it. 

By seeing that the heavyweight champ was 

in the war fighting alongside you, it really 

gave other soldiers a level of confidence that 

was needed at that time. While serving as a 

massive public figure for the army, Joe was 

still able to pursue his own goal of 

advocating for black soldiers around the 

nation. By visiting bases around the nation, 

he put some very needed pressure on making 

serving in the military equal for the black 

soldiers. Because of his dedication to his 

country and prowess as a boxer, it makes Joe Louis one of Camp Robinson’s most recognized visitors. 

 

Sources: 
 
Bell, Anthony T. “Soldier-Champ: Joe Louis Sacrificed Much for His Country.” Army.mil, U.S 
Army, 28 Feb. 2014, https://www.army.mil/article/121005/
soldier_champ_joe_louis_sacrificed_much_for_his_country.  

 
Martin, Kali. “Joe Louis: From Boxing Gloves to Combat Boots: The National WWII Museum: 
New Orleans.” The National WWII Museum | New Orleans, 8 Apr. 2020, 
www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/joe-louis-boxing.  

 

About the Author 
Jah Whyte 

 

Jah Whyte was an intern at the Arkansas National Guard Museum during the spring of 

2023 as a senior at Maumelle High School. His father is a Major in the National Guard 

and now stationed in Florida after a two-year stint at the Professional Education Center 

(PEC), Camp Joseph T. Robinson.  Jah is now a freshman at the College of Staten Island 

in New York, where he received a track and cross country scholarship.  
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LEFT: An advertisement for the 
premiere of The Story of Dr. Wassell 
in the Arkansas Gazette. April 23, 
1944. 
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ABOVE: Col. Grover Graham kept a treasure trove of information on Camp Robinson’s World War Two history in his scrapbook, including 
this section on Cecil B. DeMille’s visit. 

ABOVE: A newspaper clipping of the premiere in Col. Grover 
Graham’s scrapbook. 
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LEFT: A program from the movie premiere. 

ABOVE: Included in the program are various autographs from 
the cast and crew of The Story of Dr. Wassell that were present 
for the premiere, including the signature of Cecil B. DeMille.  

LEFT: Col. Grover Graham at 
the premiere of The Story of 
Dr. Wassell. He is seated next 
to none other than Dr. Wassell 
himself. 
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ABOVE: The program of the presentation made by various dignitaries and cast of The Story of Dr. Wassell at the field house. 
Other pages include the schedule of the visit to Camp Robinson. 
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ABOVE: The presentation of soldiers crossing “No Man’s Land”. Cecil B DeMille is present in the center. Col Graham is behind DeMille 
to the right. Dr. Wassell is in a Naval officer uniform to the far right, Melvin Francis is to the left of DeMille, and Carol Thurston is to the 
left of Francis. 

LEFT: A card from Paramount Pictures expressing their 
thanks for Col. Graham for his part in the premiere of 
The Story of Dr. Wassell. The signature is from W.C. 
Lewellan, a Paramount exec, who oversaw the premiere 
for the studio. 
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Featured Artifacts:  Simplex E-7 Movie Projectors   

By Raymond Screws 

In 1932, the construction of Lloyd England Hall, which now houses the Arkansas National Guard 

Museum, was finished on Camp Pike. The construction cost of the auditorium was less than $33,000. In 

1941, after the Post (which was renamed Camp Joseph T. Robinson during the late 1930s) was 

federalized because of WWII, Lloyd England Hall was converted to a movie theater. A projector room 

was built in which two Simplex E-7, 35mm movie projectors were installed. 

These two projectors are still in place in the projector room.  The patent for the projectors is 1938, with 

an original patent of 1927.  This model was used through the early 1950s before being replaced by 

newer models. One of the problems with the Model E-7 is that it was prone to leak quite a bit of oil.  

Although no longer operational, much of the components are still there. The projectors included a 

reservoir for the oiling system, a fire shutter (because film contained nitrate which was extremely 

flammable), as well as several gears to run the film. As the Operation and Maintenance Manual 

indicates, only Simplex oil should be used for lubrication. The threading lamp is a type S-6, 6 watt, 120 

volt, with a candelabra base, while the framing lamp is a 3 watt, 6-8 volt bayonet base, Mazda #55. 

These projectors were used in Lloyd England Hall into the 1960s and possibly the 1970s. 
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Projector Room Lloyd England Hall 
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Cover Photos from National Archives 
 

183275—Motion pictures star, Cary Grant, enjoys a talk with Camp Commander, Col. Grover C. Graham, in Camp Headquarters, Camp 
Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas 18 March 1943. 
 
222909—Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell, second from left, CG, Army Service Forces, inspects training activities at Camp Jos. T. Robinson, 
Arkansas. Members of the party are, left to right; Brig. Gen. Francis B. Mallon, CG of the Branch Immaterial Replacement Training 
Center; Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell; Brig. Gen; James E. Baylis, CG, Medical Replacement Training Center; and Col. Grover C. 
Graham, Camp Commander of Camp Robinson. June 7, 1943.  
 
222922—Silver Star: TO T/3 Stanley T. Ickiki, Stockton, California, for Gallantry in action 29 March when he knocked out a machine gun 
nest with his carbine in a wooded area near Idstein, Germany. The medal is being presented to his father, Kinzio Ichiki of McGehee 
Relocation Center by Col. G. C. Graham, Post Commander.  
 
222929—Tje Dostomgiosjed Service Cross posthumously awarded T/Sgt Ted T. Tanouye for heroism in the campaign in Italy before he 
was killed is presented to his mother, Mrs. Momoye Tanouye, of the Rowher Relocation Center, McGhee, Ark., by Col. Grover C. 
Graham, camp commander Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas. March 5, 1945  
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