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Four Arkansas National Guard units saw service in World War 11, and all were called to duty
before the start of the war on December 7, 1941.

> The first unit called to active duty was the 154" Observation Squadron on September 16, 1940.
They had completed their one-year training, but were recalled to active duty on December 7,
1941. Afier extensive stateside training, the squadron flew combat missions from several
airfields in North Africa and later from Bari Airdrome east of Naples, Italy. The squadron
eamned a distinguished unit citation for its service in operations over the Ploesti oil refineries in

August 1944 .

> The 153™ Infantry Regiment was ordered to active duty December 23, 1940. Afier stateside
training the regiment was posted to Alaska and took part in the occupation of Adak Island and

the assault on Kiska. The 153" returned to Camp Shelby, MS March 21, 1944 and was

deactivated on June 30™ and its soldiers assigned as replacements.

» The 206™ Coast Artillery Regiment (Anti-aircraft) was ordered to active duty January 6, 1941.
After extensive training at Fort Bliss the 206" arrived at Dutch Harbor, Alaska August 16,

1941. In June 1942 the 206" participated in the defense of Dutch Harbor against two attacks
by carrier based Japanese planes. The regiment returned to Fort Bliss in March of 1944,
deactivated and personnel were reassigned.

> The 142™ Field Artillery Regiment was ordered to active duty January 6, 1941, moved to Fort
Sill, OK. and later to Camp Bowie, TX. On February 25, 1943 the 142" Field Artillery
Regiment was disbanded. The headquarters was redesignated the 142" Field Artillery Group,

the 1% Battalion became the 936" and the 2™ became the 937". These were independent
battalions equipped with the 155mm howitzer.

- = The 142" FA Group left Camp Bowie September 25, 1943 and arrived in England on
November 3, 1943. It crossed Utah Beach June 14, 1944 and participated in the European
offensive with up to five battalions attached.

- = The 936" left Camp Bowie August 9, 1943, arrived in Algiers September 2, 1943 and
landed in Naples, Italy November 11, 1943. It participated in the drive across the Rapido
River, the liberation of Rome and the assault on Mount Cassino. It fired 139,364 rounds in
combat.

- = The 937" left Camp Bowie on August 10, 1943, arrived in Algiers September 2, 1943 and
landed in Naples, Italy November 11, 1943. It participated in the drive across the Rapido
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River and the liberation of Rome. It then prepared for and participated in the amphibious
landings in southern France August 15, 1944. The 937" fired over 200,000 combat rounds.
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28 May 44 Italy: The 1ggth and 157th Inf, 45th Div, advance to railroad
west of Albano Road but 157th is forced back in counterattack.
The 34th Div battles enemy strong points below Lanuvio. The
936th FA Bn and 937th FA Bn move into area near GBiulianello for
continued support in the effort to take Rome. The units moved

into Roae ON s Jun 44.

12 Jun 44 Italyt The 36th Div is in advance of VI Corps northern pursuit
of enemy. The g3sth FA Bn begins itg drive north up Highway 1.
This operation keeps the battalion busy until the end of Jul 44,

14 Jun 44 francg: The 1gth Div concentrates petween Vire and Tante Rivers.
The 142nd FA Group lands at UTAH bheach at 1945 hours. The Germsans
bombed the beach as the group arrived, the unit moved to Transit

. Area "B" near gta.Marie du Mont. The 142nd FA Group was attached
to VII Corps until 26 Jun 44,

25 Jul 44 Franca: The 142nd FA Group fires on Geraan anti-Alrcraft

jinstallations 30 U.S. planes could bomb in the area of 8t. Lo.

7 Aug 44° Frapce: The 3gth Div bears brunt of strong counterattack,

isolating the 128th Iné near Mortain. The 142nd FA Broup fires
support for the 38th Div.

15 Aug 44 Erances The 35th Div follows Ath Armd Div toward Orleans 23th
Div secures heights south of Tinchebray. The 142nd FA Broup
begins its support of Jrd armd Div in the Battle of

Fal ai ge-Argentan. The 142nd continued this support until 19 Aug
44,

“~Bouthern_Frances fnvasion. In center of VI Corps, the 45th
Div quickly secures beaches nhear Ste Maxime and speads inland.
on right flank, 34th Div overcomes coastal fortifications and
drives north and west. The 937th EA Bn takes part in the
amphibious landing at Camal Green Beach under eneay fire. The
Bn provided support to the 36th Div.

NOTE1 Highlighted areas jndicate change needed.
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Aleutians: The Japanese moved a naval task force
including two (2) aircraft carriers to a point less

than 490 miles south of Kiska and attacked Dutch Harbor
on 3 and 4 Jun 42, The 206th Coastal Artillery assisted
in repelling the enemy. The Japanese withdrew and then
occupied Kiska some 700 miles to the west.

Aleutians; Allied invasion force, including units of the

133rd Inf and 184th Inf, lands without oppositiaon on Kiska.
The 159th Inf garrisons Attu.

Italy: The 179th Inf continues its attack on La Bandita,

while 16Bth Inf remains on M. Pontano; 937th FA Bn begins
firing to support the battle for Mignano Bap.

Italy: The 45th Div continues its attack; 34th Div commits
additional elements against M. Pontano; the 934th FA Bn
begins firing in support of Operation Raincoat. During the
month the Bn fired 18,500 rounds and at one point fired 2,508
rounds in one 24-hour period.

italy: The 14ist and 143rd Inf, 3&th Div, attempt night crossing
of Rapido River against intense opposition; the 34th Div makes
diversionary thrust toward Cassinoj 936th FA Bn fired a two-hour
preparation for the Rapido attack and continued the fire for the
attack.

Italy: Small force of ist Bn 135th Inf reaches Abbey Walls; this
is fGrthest point of 34th Div advance. The 1st and 2nd Bns of
16Bth Inf assemble on Point 445; 1st Bn 133rd drives south but

is forced back as 3rd Bn repels counterattack at northern edge

of town of Cassino. The 93&th FA Bn fires on German Armor

near San Vittore.

1taly: At Anzio, 45th Div holds front line east of beachhead.
The 9346th FA Bn fires in support of battle at Monte Cassina.

Italy: At Anzio, enemy makes main effort against 45th Div, The
179th Inf falls back to final beachhead line, where it contains
enemy. The 937th FA Bn in direct support of &th Armd Inf in their
attempt to break through Cassina.

Italys The 936th FA Bn fires in support of battle at Cassino and
continues this role until released on 28 Mar 44,

Italy: The 937th FA Bn was attached to 77th FA 6roup, II Corps,

and fired effective harrassing and counter-battery missions
through the rest of the month.
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Italy: The 188th and 157th Inf, 45th Div, advance to railroad
west of Albano Road but 157th is $torced back in counterattack.
The 34th Div pattles enemy strong points below Lanuvio. The
936th FA Bn and 937th FA bn move into area near @Biulianello for
continued gupport in the effort to take Rome. The units maved
into Rose on % Jun 44.

1talyt The 36th Div is in advance of VI Corps northern pursuit
of enemy. The 934th FA Bn begins itg drive north up Highway 1.
This operation keeps the battalion busy until the end of Jul 44,

Francg: The 1gth Div concentrates petween Vire and Tante Rivers.
The 142nd FA Group lands at UTAH beach at 1945 hours. The Garmans
bombed the beach as the group arrived, the unit moved to Transit
Area "B" near gte.Marie du Mont. The 142nd FA Group was attached
to VII Corps until 26 Jun 44,

Franca: The 142nd FA Broup fires on German Anti-Alrcraft

installations 3o y.S. planas could bomb in the area of 8t. Lo.

-t

jsolating the 12¢th Inf near Mortain. The 142nd FA Group fires
aupport for the 38th Div.

France: The 3Igth Div bears brunt of strong counterattack,

Franges The 35th Div follows Ath Armd Div toward Orleansy 29th
Div secures heights south of Tinchebray. The 142nd FA Broup
begins its support of Jrd armd Div in the Battle of

Fal ai sge-Argentan. The 142nd continued this support until 19 dug
44.

“~Bouthern_France: invasion. In center of VI Corps, the 45th

Div quickly secures beaches near Ste.Maxime and speads inland,
on right flank, 34th Div overcomes coastal fortifications and
drives north and west. The 937th FA Bn takes part in the
amphibious landing at Camal Green Beach under enemy fire. The
Bn provided support to the 3sth Div.

Highlighted areas indicate change needed.
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Aleutians: The Japanese moved a naval task force
including two (2) aircraft carriers to a point lems
than 490 miles south of Kiska and attacked Dutch Harbor
on 3 and 4 Jun 42, The 286th Coastal Artillery assisted
in repelling the enemy. The Japanese withdrew and then
occupied Kiska some 700 miles to the west,

At +
Aleutians: Allied invasion force, including units of the

153rd Inf and 194th Inf, lands without opposition on Kiska.
The 159th Inf garrisons Attu.

Italy: The 179th Inf continues its attack on La Bandita,
while 158th Inf remains on M. Pontano; 937th FA Bn begins
firing to support the battle for Mignano B8ap.

Italy: The 45th Div continues its attack; 34th Div commits
additional elements against M. Pontano; the 934th FA Bn
begins firing in support of Operation Raincoat. During the
month the Bn fired 18,598 rounds and at one point fired 2,500
rounds in one 24-hour period.

Italy: The 141st and 143rd Inf, 34th Div, attempt night crossing
of Rapido River against intense opposition; the 34th Div makes
diversionary thrust toward Cassino; 936th FA Bn fired a two-hour
preparation for the Rapido attack and continued the fire for the
attack.

Italy: Small force of ist Bn 135th Inf reaches Abbey Walls; this
is fGrthest point of 34th Div advance. The 1st and 2nd Bns of
168th Inf assemble on Point 445; 1st Bn 133rd drives south but

is forced back as 3rd Bn repels counterattack at northern edge

of town of Cassino. The 9346th FA Bn fires on Barman Armor

near San Vittore.

1taly:s At Anzio, 45th Div holds front line east of beachhead.
The 934th FA Bn fires in support of battle at Monte Cassino.

Italy: At Anzio, enemy makes main effort against 45th Div., The
179th Inf falls back to final beachhead line, where it contains
enemy. The 937th FA Bn in direct support of &th Armd Inf in their
attempt to break through Cassino.

Italy: The 936th FA Bn fires in support of battle at Cassino and
continues this role until released on 28 Mar 44.

Italy: The 937th F) Bn was attached to 77th FA B6roup, II Corps,
and fired effective harrassing and counter-battery missions
through the rest of the month.
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Italy: The 188th and 157th Inf, 45th Div, advance to railroad
west of Albano Road but 157th is forced back in counterattack.
The 34th Div battles enemy strong points below Lanuvio. Tha
934th FA Bn and 937th FA Bn move into area near Biulianello for
continued support in the effort to take Rome. The units soved
into Rome on 5 Jun 44.

Italy: The 36th Div is in advance of VI Corps northern pursuit
of enemy. The 934th FA Bn begins its drive north up Highway 1.
This operation keeps the battalion busy until the end of Jul 44,

Francg: The 36th Div concentrates between Vire and Tante Rivers.
The 142nd FA Group lands at UTAH beach at 1945 hours. The Germans
bombed the beach as the group arrived, the unit moved to Transit

. Area "B" near Ste.Marie du Mont. The 142nd FA Group was attached

to VII Corps until 26 Jun 44,

France: The 142nd FA Broup fires on German Anti-Alrcraft
installations so U.S. planes could bomb in the area of St. Lo.

France: The 3@th Div bears brunt of strong counterattack,

isolating the 128th Inf near Mortain., The 142nd FA Group fires
support for the 38th Div.

Franges The 35th Div follows 4th Armd Div toward Orleansy 29th
Div secures heights south of Tinchebray. The 142nd FA Broup
begins its support of 3rd Armd Div in the Battle of

Fal aise-Argentan. The 142nd continued this support until 19 Aug
44,

~Bouthern_France: lInvasion, In center of VI Corps, the 45th

Div quickly-secures beaches near Ste Maxime and speeds inland.
On right flank, 36th Div overcomes coastal fortifications and
drives north and west. The $37th FA Bn takes part in the
amphibious landing at Camel Green Beach under enemy fire. The
Bn provided support to the 36th Div.

Highlighted areas indicate change needed.
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_________ The Japanese moved a naval task force
including two (2) aircraft carriers to a point less

than 460 miles south of Kiska and attacked Dutch Harbor
on 3 and 4 Jun 42, The 206th Coastal Artillery assisted
in repelling the enemy. The Japanese withdrew and then
occupied Kiska some 700 miles to the west,

__________ Allied invasion force, including units of the

153rd Inf and 184th Inf, lands without opposition on Kiska.
The 159th Inf garrisons Attu.

Italy: The 179th Inf continues its attack on La Bandita,
while 16Bth Inf remains on M. Pontano; 937th FA Bn begins

firing to support the battle for Mignano Gap.

Italy: The 45th Div continues its attack; 34th Div commits
additional elements against M. Pontano; the 934th FA Bn
begins firing in support of Operation Raincoat. During the
month the Bn fired 18,580 rounds and at one point fired 2,598
rounds in one 24-hour period.

Italy: The 14ist and 143rd Inf, 3&th Div, attempt night crossing
of Rapido River against intense opposition; the 34th Div makes
diversionary thrust toward Cassinoj 936th FA Bn fired a two<hour
preparation for the Rapido attack and continued the fire for the
attack.

Italy: Small force of ist Bn 135th Inf reaches Abbey Walls; this
is fOrthest point of 34th Div advance. The Ist and 2nd Bns of
168th Inf assemble on Point 4455 1st Bn 133rd drives south but

is forced back as 3rd Bn repels counterattack at northern edge

of town of Cassino., The 9346th FA Bn fires on Barman Armor

near San Vittore.

Italy: At Anzio, 45th Div holds front line east of beachhead.
The 936th FA Bn fires in support of battle at Monte Cassino.

Italy: At Anzio, enemy makes main effort against 45th Div. The
179th Inf falls back to final beachhead line, where it contains
enemy. The 937th FA Bn in direct support of &th Armd Inf in their
attempt to break through Cassina.

Italy: The 936th FA Bn firees in support of battle at Cassino and
cantinues this role until released on 28 Mar 44.

Italy: The 937th FA Bn was attached to 77th FA Broup, II Carps,
and fired effective harrassing and counter-battery missions
through the rest of the month.



