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Packing and crating equipment is a big job. . . .




FOOTLOCKERS . . . always
‘ need cleaning. That's a double-
decker bed in the background.

Day isn't officially over un
the M-1 gets a cleaning.
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THE PANTHER DIVISION

""...confident and ready to move into action ..."

The Panther Division, first unit of its size and type in American
military history to bear the numerical designation sixty-six, was
born April 15, 1943, at Camp Blanding, Florida, where in & simple
activation ceremony the Division colors were presented to Major
General H. F. Kramer, Commanding Gereral, by Major General
Robert C. Richardson, Jr., then commanding the VIl Corps of
Second Army, to which the &6th Division was initially assiﬁped.

America's traditional faith in a citizen Army was exemplified
in this new Division for its original strength consisted of some
15,000 recruits, fresh from civilian life, whose military experience
in most cases included a few days spent in one of a dozen
induction conters scattered throughout the nation, These po-
tential soldiers were from every stratum of American life, from
every state in the union, and they represented practically every
trade, skill, and profession.

To mold this raw material into a fighting force, a cadre of
officers and non-commissioned officers was selected from the 89th
Colorado.
Added to the cadre were scores of young junior officers just
commissioned at the various officer candidate schools—Infantry,
Field Artillery, Cavalry, Quartermaster, Signal, Ordnance, Medical,
and Chaplains Corps. The Division staff and the key officers in
subordinate units, core of the new crganization, had been selected
in January and February and joined the Division after completing
specialized courses in- service schools and at command and Gen-
eral Staff School.
the War Department January 6, 1943. His Chief of Staff was
Colonel William E. Donegan, GSC, later su ded by Colonel
John W. Keating, GSC. Brigadier General Francis W. Rollins
was placed in command of Division. Artillery, and Brigadier
General Joseph A. Cranston was named assistant Division com-
mander. General Cranston was succeeded in November, 1943,
by Brigadier General James W. Barnett, who in turn was suc-
ceeded in March, 1944, by Brigadier General George J. Forster.

Early in May, 1943, the Division initiated an individual training
program for the purpose of "teaching our troops how to kill
and how not to be killed on the battlefield, to develop leader-
ship and teamwork, to harden the officers and men mentally and
_physically, and to forge each link in the chain of command.”
 This individual training was completed at Camp Blanding early
in August, 1943, and evidence that the recruits of a few months

Infantry Division, then stationed at Camp Carson,

General Kramer was named Commander by -

ago had loarned the fundamentals of military life was revealed
in a score of 93.4% made in tests conducted by Vil Corps.

The Division was directed to move to Camp Joseph T. Robinson,
Arkansas, August 7, 1943, and opened its new command post at
that station August 13. There, during the months of September
through December, 1943, the process of developing basic fighting
teams went on and training in operations by larger units of
combat teams was completed in January, 1944, The new year
began with preparations to further integrate the Division as a unit.
Problems were conducted in the field during part of January, .and
in February, under the watchful eyes of XXI Corps of Fourth Army,
a series of prescribed division problems was undertaken. The
Division was then earmarked to participate in maneuvers scheduled
for Louisiana Maneuver Area in April, 1944,

Plans to participate in the maneuvers were interrupted late in
March with an order to move to Camp Rucker, Alabama. The
Division began this move April 10 and established its com-
mand post April 19 at the new station where it was assigned to
the IX Corps of Second Army, About this time several thousand
replacements from Army Specialized Training Program schools,
Infantry Replacement Training Centers, and Army Air Corps
joined the Division and for the next few months the immediate
task was the training of these roplacements to take their part in
the Division team. The training process of individuals and subordi-
nate units continued until late in September when the Division
again moved into the field for a one-month period to complete
individual training, to participate in fiald problems, and to
complete preparations for a movement overseas,

During the year from August, 1943, to August, 1944, the Di-
vision was confronted with a major problem in furnishing re-
placements of trained officers and men for oversea service in
other units earmarked for such duty. During that time the
Division transferred to ports of embarkation, to other branches of
the service, or to other units ready for movement overseas enough
officers and men, ranging from generals to privates, to man
another entire division. Today, even before the Division is
ordered into combat, Panther-trained officers and men are serv-
ing on every war front, The task of adjusting to the losses of
thousands of men and officers has required relentless and tire-
less concentration on training. In spite of the losses, the Division
continues its preparation for the battle tasks ahead—confident
and ready to move into action at any time and at any place.

-

}
In Memoriam

We pay tribute to the memory of these men who died while serving with the 66th Division.

T/SGT. HOWARD F, ATKINS, Company B, 264th Infantry.

$/SGT. EUGENE M. ASBURY, Company A, 286 Engineers.

1/5 GEORGE A. CADA, Headquarters Company. Zth Infantry.

T/5 JOSEPH F. SMITH Headquarters Company, Third Battalion 264th
Infantry.

PFC. ROBERT H. MEISSNER, Company G, 264th Infantry.

PFC. EMERSON D. WASHBURN, Headquarters Company, Third Battalion,
264th Infantry.

PFC. CHARLES BARROWCLOUGH, JR., Company M, 284th Infantry.

PFC. MARYIN BLUMBERG, Company M, 264th Infantry.

PFC. EDWARD H. DeGRASSE, Company M, 264th Infantry.

PFC. RALPH R. JAUREZ, Company M, 264th Infantry.

PEC. NORMAN H. RANDALL, Company M, 264th Infantry.

PFC. CARL R. SCHNARR, Company M, 2é4th Infantry.

PFC. ARFAD S. SZABO, Company M, 264th Infantry.

PFC. EVERETT CHARLES BULFIN, MP Platoon.

PFC. JAMES E. DUDLEY, MP Platoon.

PFC. CLIFFORD C. NEWBRAUGH, Company E, 262nd Infantry,

- PVT.

fe41

PFC. THOMAS E. HART, Company L, 284th Infantry.

PVT. RICHARD H. BREEN, Company B, 262nd Infantry.

PYT. EDWARD J. HAAS, Headquartars Company, Third Battalion, 263rd
Intantry. 7

PVT. THOMAS E. SAYLOR, Company D, 263rd Infantry.

PVT. LEONARD G. GREIG, Company M, 254th Infantry.

PYT. ROBERT E. SWELLIE, Medical Detachment, 264th Infantry.

PVT. ALBERT F. EGGERS, Battery A, 870th Field Artillery Battalion.

PVT. JOHN D. BAILEY, Service Battery, 870th Field Artillery Battalion.

PVT. MELCHIOR J. KOOB, Service Battery, 870th Field Artillery Battalion.

PVT. CLIFFORD L. WINNER, Service Battery, 870th Field Arfillery Battalion.

PYT. GEORGE J. BROOKHART, Company C, 286th Engineers.

PVT. RICHARD C. MILLER, Company A, 263rd Infantry.

PYT. DANIEL F. RIORDAN, Company L, 263rd Infantry.

PYT. LAWRENCE F. SPITTEL, Company L, 284th Infantry.

PYT. RALPH E. MINTON, MP Platoon.

LARKIN E. HUFFAKER, Company B, 284th Infantry.

JOSEPH B. LLOYD, Company B, 263rd Infantry.

PYT.
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Shell forn walle of o oneeBeanttfol
Frrench ehureh tles out of the robble
of Rouvron, frople evidenee of 1he
Bitter wor fought on the Jrittong
peninanta. (left)., ‘

Ta Tanle beneh one of {he most
fomons In Franee, and  formerly o
merea of Ameriean tonrlata, fgoa de
aopfeqd efrotel af sand, ll".'!\\'"}' hoari-
e ond mined oralpgt an Alied
Inenclnn,  Foefead G6th Infantoymen
ey el fnta 16 by bond,

Pieftre eonflona of St Nn'r.-'\hn wese
pored by eonfimral pambardments,
bt efreets gwere clepred sufficiently
for peoupying fovees to take np theic

stafiona (Inyver Tefh),

A encley Togl offieer arropantly

wptehen Wig eaplors, (lower pight).
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Mazi arms and equipment
were stacked at various
polnts in the pockets and
marked on maps for the
convenience of occupying
forees. An American officer
A Capman novocorh frspe ot -
Shapors at an arms dump
nbhovel

Hepded into prisoner of
war enclosures, these super.
men wash out their mess
kits after a meal on eanned
eations (left). '

Rlack Panther irfantry-
men, guarding Nazis in one
of the temporary enclosures.
pause to wateh this group of
prisoners  warming  their
evening meal (dower righty

One of the huge submarine
pens in the St.Hazaire poe-
kets forms the harkground
for this picture of a GG th
Division convoy (lower left).




iyerywhere 6Gth men went there
wera  wildly  cheering Frenchmen.
Manpy cities had orgonized reception
committers  who stopped cnrs and
ehnwered  Yanlks with flowers. All
along the ecountry ronds, ¥French eivi-
liana in their Sundny hests  greeted
Ponthermen. Greeting 66th men, too,
were a lot of signa marled « Mines ».
The Germans, imder terms of the siur-
render, were made to mnarle clearly
alr ming fields, In the lower phofo, a
GGth eoldier peers warlly into n for-
Pidding field,




et nve the fomoua ¥Lhent pene



A soon s oeeenpying forees moved
infe the pockefs, (ho hnge  fasle of
punrding, serepning and shippiog Ger
nan soldiers (0 permanent. pritoner
of war enmps Legan, Meanwhile, they
simply pitehed fents amd wailed ther
fien (fop photo), German Cyniprment
that sontl help reduee Alfied Tespon
Sibilitte s s for as feed ng wos cone
e oarns pitan e tg fecomnpiiny 1 e

privancrs infe confinement, Nowio oo
diprg  are picfuared ol lotl Oilline o
Taroe dyawn waler fonle, French oivlh
lians, il of the Nazis for the fivat
time in apore than five yenrs ;o ond
Ameriean goldiere, with hatt ot theis
war Joh done, jotved in the sevelny
fhrotnebant A iltany  peoinonla

(Inver phata),



Convoys of the 86 th Divi-
sinn passed block after hloelk
of rubble in the war-torn
city of St.Mazaire (ahove),

Approximately 120,000
French civilians remnined
in the St.Naznaire pocket du-
ring the fighting for the

port. The two Frenchmen

~=n’ tn B (h Livision
gunads (lefty typify the har-
dy souls who preferred to
pemain in their homes ins-
teard of heing evacuated to a
snfep seetion of France,

The city of La Baule, fa-
mous for its heach resorts,
dressed in its war-time hest
to receive Rlack Panthermen
oceupying the city (hottam).




VR

papihe top nhe

First meeting with {he Germans In
fhe pockets toole place 7 May 1945
Agnin on the 8th Colonel John W.
Heating, GG6th Chief of Staff, met
with them to sign the surrender. In

to he mects (}:tp‘t_.?*n. Mucl-

: R LIS 0 R . o e
Jimne, G 3 gnllu
ting took place in a shell {o near
Cordemaig, France.. in the middle of
roe man's land, silenced by a fempo-
rary truce. Once inside the eafe, the
iGeamans started to haggle. Mucller
was evastve.., spoke vaguely of « tech-
nical »  difficnlties. Colonel  Keating
demanded  jmmediate  surrender  and
ront the Germans back for authority
to sign, Later that afternoon (lower
pirefo)  representatives  of  the 661h
met the Germans agnin.. this time
outdgors. The Gormans, headed by
Mojor Engellien, Junck’s chief of
rfoff, came prepared to sign,
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The three largest guns on
the French Atlantic coast op-
posed Rlack Panthermen
along the Quiberounperinsula.
hut an artillery outfit with
the 66t knocked out all
three, The huge barreel of the
310 milimeterguntopphoto)
hurled a 700-pourd shell
21 milles.

Determined not to rub
their conquerors the wrong
way, Nazi soldiers and even
nfficiers snjuted every sol-
diey and vebicle that passed




Typieal of the reeeption

3 th men received in Lo-
rient nve the pictures at the
fop and center where men
vwere mabhed by liberated
Freneh civilinns, Everybody
1 iirar f[Invor=" Th= BETEE i
Gidn t vide i, they wallzed
lower photo),
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The  survenderr  meeting
with Plajor Engellter, nnzvi
chief of staff, and the Ger-
man intevpreter in the eon-
teve At the right is Mejor
Charles Mekew Pare. Jdr.
Pivicion A=sistant G-2.

Plupeller (in the lowey left

aetany deier] haoeel fey cntain

i
Bis orraganee to the end.,
even to the monaele.  The
sorrender terms didn’t
plense him,  The smooth-
appearving  Engelkken wos
rulfled only once... he blew
his nose,

Y PRI




After a lengthy reading of
the terms, Major Engellion
signed  the surrender of
28,000 Germansz in the St
Nazaive pocket, Lorient sur-
rendered the day hefore,
Cotonel Weating aned the 66 th
Division party walked to
the Allied outposts with the
Germans after they signed
the surrender.  They were
in no mond for talling, In
the lower pheto the Mazis
gave the Panthermen what
was probably their Jast Heil
a5 they left for their own
lines,




@miles of vietory are shown at the
loft. Toft to right are Drig. A°m.
Rorgria  Peshordes, Major Gerernl
Kramer and rig, Gen Rolline, Fong
hofore the official time of the surren-
der, (61 men Hoed upoen the peri-
nreter of the Lorlent pocket, rendy to
move in on fhe dot. When they ad
go in, thoy were grected by di=print-
led Germons and  wildly cheering
crowds of French civilians.



At 1000 11 May 1945
the St.Mazaire pochet with
28.000 Germans fell to the
GG th Division, Major Gene-
ral Junel, St.Mazaire com-
marding gereral, handed his
pistol over to Major General
Keamer.

M.P.0s tonlk the Mazi gene-
ralinto custody shortly after
the cervemonry., With General
Kramer and his stafi were
Brig. Gen, Forster and Brig., -
Gen, Chomel and their staffs
(lower photo), Recon troops
who formed poart of the
gunrd of honor were inspece-
ted by the general after the
ceremonies (lower right).
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Mhis piciore {ahloid is e 0 41 for

e of th 66 (h Back B v
wionn tvhe corpuertd 50000 BRI L]
fie At hagadre and Vo voopors
Bete of  Braunce, rictures BTG
e Ll toye of dhe gl nire
fher Nusds peilt i Braned o dr

gt Vosteditel nenasure bt
to the empire they - P I CTI R
g o oneeind worlld, Witn capite on
the Lo Allartle conl peoo.o
Nt echtaaee in Foapee e [
entd

¥
Craphivally sloun heve a0 it

Ha ot ctinge with the Gernm® e
piguine ol fhe  cerender vrnal
garrender  of 1he port e then
phack Panthermen < b prved
oot Aake eont? W 85 nare
b cis o helll sine Iate

Augest (i1 piot ghown are 1he lang
cold nntupus days of paltle & 0 nwen
ot the GG th endu ul .. heenw: o or8o
nal dizeomfort, pain and dangoocans
et e photogranhed . only o« vrien-
1ogeed

fropieting vopet defeal foo e poe-
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r— 0On 1% Hoy elonanta of tho A7%h Diviaton ermmoncad movenont to the vininlty

of I'ntlunz in the Fiftornth 7, S Armw Thino Travines. Tun Aoys laotor, wnfder
the crntral nf the X¥III Coreo, the Piyielnn paemed the regnonaibility for
the cccunntion and nilitery goverment of Reglerrunae nezirke Yoblenz.

On 27 Uny, tho divisinn atarted movemant to an acecnbly aren near Marsoillo,
Franco,

Tatal hottle casualtice of the FEth Infentry Divielon foy thelir 4% months in
1 2,1

the Puroneen Theater of Oncraticne wore 70 afficeras an? 8,17 enlieted men,
There aps been recorded at gome length our nauledee nf the cellant 66th
Diviglon, bath from mersonal conbnct and from the yeeord, This kmauledge
fille us with confilence that veder their able divieion commander anl your—
golf, the men of the A6th Tivision will not faild 4in the inrortant tashe
sheod., Torether we can fulfill the Thenter Conander' s high requirements and
never let hinm &in.

With every %~at wish tn you nnd those unler you in thie now nsstznment, I
remain, with maresnal rocards, '

Tai thfully yoeurs,

Ia] Jd~hn C. ¥, Lee
/t/ Jomw ¢, H. LEE
JAsntensnt Gencrol, . S. ArmyM
Majnr General John 1. Anders'n
Gopnapnding XYI Crrms
AP0 197, . S, Amy

/ - 4
. MAD CF MAJOE 038 R\ ! : 7
7Y COMMAND CF MAJOE GIVETAL LATERG /é',(’. 11 ./[ ) %@4./«';/ 29
7 'IFINY 4 STRITGER
e Lt 01, AGD
DISTRIDNTION DY ) Adjutent Goreral
RESTRICIED



Melvin F Whaley
1421 Canal St
TRT AT E Modesto CA 95354
@B UATTERS GATH INF ATy 91 m'@ '
. b >

TPITID STATBS ADW
15 Avguat 1945

The fnllowins letter writton by Lioutenant Canaynl Jobn © 1o, Commandirg
Conora). of Communicnbiona Zane, Murasn-n Theatoy of Onoxntionn, to MoJor Genoral
John ' Andlornon, Dommanding Goenara), XVI Oorpe, 40 n annednn hlgkory nf the
Divininon andl should Ba of marticuvlnr intereat to overy member of this commend,
It is thorefore Yeinz nubliched in nrder that each memhoy of the Mvieion mey
have a cony.

- T ':':T-"T'T':.‘!'., i,.__ e m
"HRAD JUAVT TS gornjtzaar remT T p— .

BUZOTTAY TETLTT) OF O0IEPATIONS A NCEL‘[;‘D a

"nited St-¥es Apmy (

O0ffice of the Companting Gcnez?{_)iim MR '\l)!mm
¢ OO o Swemaoan o o AL e
N el AR 5. el
Dear General Andorsnn, 4 «ﬁgfﬁg“{\_ﬂ}__;_,w—- '

As I hava plready t014 you, 1t is with tégi’*rﬁfféin:tinn we learned nat
ohly of yonr gallank YVI: Coraa! naniznmenl bo ceciat in the grest rede-~
nloynent task eonfrentins the Thegter Commander, hut 2enpeinlly the three
fine combat Aiviginne nlnced wndar waur commend nnd thng availahle ta
assist in the stunendous tasgk that Jointly fraee the yyr1 Corne and the
Gommunications Zona.,

In thie regnoect T ynula nake anecial reforonen cf the enlendid 6REH
Infantry Division which ve of the Communicntions Zone have ¥nawn and
rindired from our inttinl eontacts, We have eeen 1% oveyeonmas great
handdeane ~~ vietnriously. “e have evoyy confidonee that, paclgted
by suech denendnble enmbat Aivision, we shnll bhe ahle tn achieve the

otherwiso Imnoesible tnal that faene ug in redenloying and re-ehinning O
troops destined for the Pacific Thonter nt tha eorlioat procticable date, Yy
ng vell ag the ronpinder of tho three nillisn enldders of tha 11, g, o—

destined to continue on ng our necunyivg farces in Cormany,

Trom the historical filps avallable t2 the Chmmmicatisneg Zona . we are
well avare that the 6hth Infantry Division was nctivatod 16 Anrid 1943 >
et Camp Slonding, Florida, with a endre of officera nnd M00a fron the
0%th Infantry Niviginn, After thres monthg of Individval trainine, the
fivisizn moved to Camm Jogerh T. Robinson fer valt braining. j=pi
i S -— r't_ f_;"*i fevst Lh\l‘l‘rﬂ?‘_ iR,
Unier the XXI Corns of the Fourth Army, it comnleted Aivisinn.coring ex-
ereizos and traneferred B,A0N fully trained men to porte of ‘embarkatiog
68 o¥oreopsg reinforcenents. On 19 April 1944, ona year after ackivTation,
the division moved fyoem Comn Robinesn tn Comp Hnelmy, AMohamna, and wna
ansipned to the IX Corns of tha Szennd Arry .

e e et

Tho roesrda reveal thet from March 1044 tq July 12449, mnroximately 7,000
reinforeemont g vere recoelved ky the divieinn frop ASTT, Boinforeoment
Training Conters, Army Mr Forces ond the AAL Commpnd, A sveeinl training
nrogram for thogs reinforeenente wan insbituted.

The infantry regimen'ts safled from Vey Yorlk 15 mavenbar 1944 and arrived
ob Southomnton 36 Yovember. The balance of the Alvieten denarted one week
later. Tt wre in BRziand that the Commnieatinna Zdre fivet bocame por-
emally acqueinted with the £2llant 6Eth yhiln 1t wan P ing nuartered nenr
Parchester, Dorset, Gounty, and devoted jteclf tn tha mereonnal aml equin-
ment nrenaration for enmhat,

e firet erent teost of the Divieion ceme in Tecember shortly after it had- ’&
embarked to the CGontinent. On Christmns Bve the 14,000 ton 3,5, Leonnldville,
earrying enproximately 2,500 troama of the 24621 and 2R4th Infentry Regiments,

wes tornedoed and sunk 6 mileg frem Cherbonrg. T¥hurtéon officers, including

Ewo hattalion commenders, and 784 enlisted men vere ¥illed or miseing., To

thoee of ua whn maraennally me$ tho awrvivireg officers and men, wa Ynew that

w2 ware in the nregenca of untefeated gnldiere, mon ela aould not aver te
defrated,



Black Panther

General Pius Con;bét_.Badge

1400 PANTHERS
SIGN UP FOR [
~ AND E STUDIES

; When the Information and REduce-
ton Scetlon wos established in the
Division in September 1044 one its
functions wan to provide information
on avallable educotionnl opportunitios
to ‘all men within the 66th Division.
Todny the I & F office réports that
over 1,400 men heve been enrolled in
the past seven months,  This haa been
tecomplished through the facilities of
the: United Statem Armed - Forces
Institute, P

- This Institute makes avallable to al]
men, regardless of thelr hackground

and protessional experlence, a chance
to study In their chosen fisld during
& off duty » tima In the 'Army, It
offers courses In a wida ronge of
subjects In many different flelds at the
high school and college level. Four
ditferent types of courses are avalla-
ble under the hendings of Univeralty
Extenslon  Correspondenca Courges,
USAFL Correrpendence Coursea
USAFL Salf-Tenching Cournes and
USAFI Group Study Courses, Al
types of courseg except University Ex-
tenslon  Correspondence Courges are
obtalned from the FWIO. Branch of
USAFT located In England. The JTO
Branch speeds up  the delivery of
textbookn and lessons, hut it genernlly
“takes from one to two months to re-
celve the USAFI materinls, !

.Buccessful completion of a USAFI
course pays off. The man who com-
pletes a coursa and proses the fingl
examination reeelves a Certificnte of
Proficlency from the Institute ; Infor-
mntlon abeut the coupan is entered on
his pervice record:;. a rermanent re-
cord 13 sent to USAFT Headquarters
at Madison, Wisconsin for future refe.
reuce ant the man is then eligible to
apply for another courss at no addi-
tional cost,

In additlon, moeny high schools, col-
leges, and unlverpitios in the United
Stoteg are granting credit for milita-
Iy experlence nnd for USAFT coyrnen
laken while In gervice, The Tnstitute
will - supply anyone frea.of charge,
" whether he han taken n USAFT course
or not, with a form to apply for credit
lownrd e high school or college dipla-
ma or to obtain conalderation for a
future civillan job Brsed :upon expe-
tlence, training, and achooling recef-
ved In the Ay, .

I et B Officrrg throughout the Divi-
slon have full pexticularn on avellnble
courges and methnda of applying for
educationnl credit,

o
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Drea:ms of Home r.iud )
Even Gefs Paid for It

‘T/4 Doneld Benson of 68th Divisfon
Headquertérs, pat hig drénmsg of homp;
Lo work and it netted him' a eanh re-
turn,  He wag prizo winher of o con-|
tent conducted by McColls ‘Migrzina
In which the conteatants were to givnf
thelr idras en. the «:Home: of Tonior-,
10w r in 200 worda or |org: Sot Renanay

Cconduet, the

‘ropresentative  to

- Qeeupation

RESTRICTED

Page "

Fanther commander, Major General Kromer, pina the Combnt Infan-

tryman's Padgn on a 64 th Divielon soldlor who has dlspiayed. his abMty
under oremy flre. Qver 7,000 men of tha Panther Divielon have eormed the

right to weor tha avped,

Pantherman: Attends
Historie Ceremonjes
af Old German oyt

Selected an ita outetonding golMer,
Stefl Sergeont James O Gibron of
Hordineburg, Kentucky belder of the
Sliver  Star, repreecuted  the Pinelc

“Fanther Divinion In Atmy Day cere-

mondea ‘at Fort Fhrenbreltatein,

many,
Sergrant

himgslr  for

Ger-

Glhron hne Qistingnished
herofem nnd soldlerly
bnsla for the gclertion,

alopg with the lengest eombat Lne

and mort combat d2corntfens,  ¥nch

Infontry regiment pominated ity eyt-

tonding all-mround  rolifer and  the

finAl selection wa= made by the Djvi-
eton Chief of Stoff, after a personnl

Interview with ench nomlines,

-« Bvery dlvislon In the BTO sont n

the cmomony. ot

which the rame Amerienn Army of
fog, which wos lowered
frein Fort EHrenbreltatein on Jannary

23,.1023, .wnn agaln. valoed over. the

Panthers Are Good:

Ball Players, Mantes

Scribe Tells Readers

Nanteg newspapermon : were - fluly
fmpressed by two . baskelhall -tenms
or thaclk Lanther mititary potjcerneny,
but their stories inter that maybe the
MUs rangsin o sguad | of o grants
uguipst the Frenthmen in their reeent
prme, - . s .

w There is no doubt left now, our
bastetball plavers know they will
have mueh 1o do to bucome as pood
players as the Amerienps n, lhe
tepovter eaid, writing <in the Nanleg
L'Aveuir de I'Quest. - The My A
team beat « Entente Nanlaise A ",
41 Lo 30 and the Bteamn beat Nanles'
Bsquad, 2910 23:- . ... . . .

vl know that the fael thal our
Allies were: such - big -men was an
advantoge for them, several.of our
players Jooked like.ehildren in com-
parison ; vet, from the ‘poin!-uf—-\_‘ic!w
ot fechnique we found out thal* o

trams would have {o improve also. »
However, ho eppelisded cecith . th.,

headquarters, . General Omar N. Pra-

Mo 19y, 4
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66 1h Sends 11 Ndzi Vessels To

Davy Jones’ Locker af lorient

GERMAN CRAFT IN BESEIGED
JFARBOR FINDS FPANTIHER
ARTILLERY DEADLY
ABBY

LORIENT. — Black Panther artil-
lerymen hecame the tnlk of the Divi-
sion when they sank a hig German
freighter et Lorient, bul few have
heard of the feats they've performed
since then.

Gun crews have sunk 10 more houls
in the same harbor, their size rang-
ing from an 1250-Ton mine layer to
harbor craft. Reporls coming in from
alert artillery crews sound gs though
a const artillery outfit huad gone Lo
work on the harbor. !

Their bag includes a steamship,
mine lnyer, steam barges and dred-
ges, and even o floating pier. For a
long time, German vessels enjoyed
immunity becouse of the heavy fogs
and mists which shronded the harhor,
but the advent of spring gave arlil-
lery observers the visibility for which
they were waiting.

_The first. vessel sunk, however,
remning the greatest single artillery
feal on this front and one of the rare
ones in ETO warfare. Our accuracy
led to destinction of a freighter,

. The Nazis were confldent that their
ship was out of renge of Panther

artillery and ealmly hended for the
i :

CONE NAZI B

' His Joh Done;

il |l|’l‘ii_il!:l"!!!:i!lll.II'li!1!iﬂmlllllllllll‘ﬂﬂ!!l"l.liII:II'H!‘.\HH.-.l-.i‘L'\“u:‘!!!"

port, First Licutenant Leonnrd Sink
o1 Berrin Springs. Michigan, artitlery
gpotter for the gith, was mn his plane
when he noticed the steamer plowing
through the harbor.. It wasnt the
st vessel Lientenant . Stuk . had
glimpsed briefly In the Jrbor, fhut
when it edged closer o Panthér bat-
teries he started to tnke notice.

e rudiond Lieutenunt-J. T, Mack,
Combola, . Pennsylvunin, al oo gun
hattery, nforming him that “there
wns n less-than-faiv chonce of srea-
ching the vessel. The crew wenl Lo
work, The (st ronnd-was n-lillle
off. Licutennnt Sink wdjusted 1

The foct that the bont was al
extreme ronge made litte difference.
Panthermen ware out for n sinking.
Excitement wag high, . In the middle
of cvervthing, some Germnan hotléries
stavted some eounter-fire. - The ship
wns forgolten for a moment while
those gnns were silencerd. Then the
long borrels of the 66th guna swepl
back lo the hoat.

Gradunlly the rounds erept closer
to the hoat.  FPmally o hit, o Fifty-
nine rounds in all were fired 7 -about
half of them hit the bont. Nesnil ;
the honl sanl, ‘

But the story doesn't end theve. A
German  barge  ventured  onl 1o
altempt salvage operotions.. Sixly-
sixth nrtilleryimen sent that down to
Davy Jones' locker, too. :

WHIBHHINRIH

OAT LESS...

Gun Craw Chief Sat. Pakart Promachis Liahts Up

.I...'"‘\l‘1'1'l!I!I‘I‘!"il'!imw111!lﬂlﬂlllli!(‘."'_!l'!'!l!”I!!IWU‘HW111'l!!!l||!lI!f!lﬂﬂlll!!!llilllll!i[ﬂl”l‘llI||Il!il!IITHWIII'I![IIIIIHI||1111‘|"'

RLACK PANTHER

Edited and publiflitd by tho
InformeHon ond Fdueotion  Seo-
tion, Ylendquarters GG th Infrntry
Diylelon, for uee of military per-
gonnel o'y, This bulletin may not
b pemt home, Contributions for
tha hulletin are sollolted and may
b gent dircetly throvgh ares“pge
‘genter to the Y and K Sectlon,
¥endguartars €6 th Divislon,

Sinking of the ship hrought the
obvinns remurk @« Sink sighted ship;
Sink sank swime. o Although many
¢l to he the first to pull the gog,
origin ol the remurk is generally
attributed lo the commander of the
fnttalion that flred the mission.

AMen of the bhattery lost little lime
in pmnung o Nazi ship on their gun
shietd, They eluiin s the first teld
artlillery picee in the ETO to gink an
arean-going vessel,  In charge of Lhe
g crew waos Sergean! Robert Pre-
woshis of Monessen, Pa. Others of
the g erew inelude 'yt Paul Aulitn
Lovg Talund, N.Y.; T/5 Frank, Hor-
nyunle, Mahwny, NJ.j Ple Joseph
Cnlzone, Comberlind, Md.; Pfe Sto-
nely - Angustine, Chicago, T11 3 Ple
Fres  Tamru.  Comden, NJ.o Tfe
Wilian Campbell, Front.Royal, Vo
Cpl. Lric Maxwell, Deerfield, 0.3
Pre< Alden  While, West® Iartford,
Conn. ¢ Pfe Franeis  Hommerstrom,
Detrodt, Mich. ; ‘and Ple Eart Helm-
linger, Jaclkson Center, O. '

T
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Infantry, Tanks Assault Nazis

Guns  Silenced,
Prisoners Taken
m Dawn Attack

SSAINT-NAZAIRE, — With o lriple

comhut palrol allack af dawn, Black
Panther mfanlrymen Inst week conti-
med their assault ‘on Nozis in the
SU Nazaire pockel by cutting intn
German lines, inflicting heavy casunl-
lies and relurnmg with o nimber ol
prisoners.

‘During- the 10y Nghting, Panther

doughhoys destroyed numerous ma-
une
Toad hlocks, With one patrol sup-
ported by light tanks, the three com-
bul patrols allacking along porallel
lines ron into intense enemy  lire,
Despite fleree resistance by strongly
emplaced Germins, the infantryinen

accomplished their mission of des. |

truetion, seized  prisoners and retur-
ned to our hines, The cnemy suifered
un estimaled 51 casuaities.  Two
tinks were lost in (he nelion,

ndreds of ronnds of artillery nnd

mortar shells helped the infantry on
ils mission.  Individual  nels nf
heroism marvked  all thyee allneksy

' (Continaed Page 1)

TO EVERY MEMPBER OF THE

GGth INFANTRY DIVISION:

« Tha Black Fanther, » which
beging publieetion with thig Jneye,
Ia deslened to deseriha operations
of the divislon In combat, to re-
port- tlio, netivitles of component
orgawizations, and to help  you
keep Informved nhont friends and
ceompantons within the command,

X om sure you will find Its eo-
‘lummaJatereating  and  Informgp-
“tive. You are Invited to urs these
columng If yoh hnye o worthwbhile
story to tel. T hope « The Black
Eonther » will eontinve to reffoct
the high degres of mornle, com-
radeship, and combat efficlency
‘which has charncterized the divi-
glon slnee it undertoolr operations
egntuet the enemy four months

gun - positions, bunkers and

ngo In Frones,

IR R e
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-~ Panthers Freed From Nazi Prison

|
|
|

]

f

Tour golllore of the a0(h Infentry Diviclon who where bronght over tn opr
Une dorlne o recent prlsontr exchanpge finnh g Plg #mile at the elght of
Yonle-hold terrliory pad t4n thoueht of some Amedean food. The seld'ors
wora exehanged from (he Lotfent pecttet. Left to pght, the men Inchnle
T-5 Roy B, Len, Yiortn, Ark; Tfe John . ¥onveln, Rishop, Crlif. ; Frie
Kenpeth Tryin, Leepn, XL, prad Pyt Willlam F. Whito, Chieneo. Jhe plo.
ture was tolien In a prageN panter bont which envrled themy from the Germng
Vg whien nre yisihla Iy he |‘0__f"rg";""”l'.

ﬁit]v!ugh the Black Panther ig limi-
ted In gz, no bulletin of the Diviston

FIRST FTO ISSUE OF
. woulg l:e com ‘!le w 10N a orona-
66 TH BULLETIN ROLLS)| section ‘repromntagon Hiont & cross.

In its colnmns, To ba sure of repre-

- i sentntion glve your I & B Officer hy.

OFF FRENC” pRESSES mun Interest storles and eombnt expe-

tlenees ahout your self or the men in

0 2 your unit. He will forward them (o

& @ o the Divirion I & B Officer, We need

your full cooperntion, for ga n bhewhis.

This 18 the #8th Divislon's flrst | kered sape once said: « A newspapor

attcmpt at 4 weekly bulletin in the| I3 lke A baby.. epay to econceive tut
E."f)_ 1"““ "‘6"\ ta t‘." chranlala by eane] hard h:‘ nradiaa

we
2 2R N o



bvere,

CHD N' A%l

3 DWW /RD Rijflage() : 1 i1~

CENTRUN VOOR HISTORISCHIE
DOCUMENTATIE

Dear Mrs WHALEY,

Wer recei,vr‘.’] YO iT']q]Ii‘l"}' Abaont Fhe "ILEOPOTDUIT..RY
in good order.

et oyesod y ol will find come rw\l\inr: ot aof A
recently published book about the Delaian Merchant Mavy dmn i
WWIT (Only availabla in French !).

A a matter of fackt the "S53 LEOPDLDYILLEY was a
merchant veasse] taken into nccount (leas~od to 7)) by the Royal
Navy for the time of the hostilities. There are no archives
concerning thias disastar in our possession bnt we contacted
+the owner for eventual addibional informabion. 1 we get
anything new abhout the ships history we will forward it to
yf)‘.‘l.

In the hop~ of having hean of help in yonr
historical research, we remain,

Sincarely,

M. TAULISSEN
Nreoveot Colonel
Chinll of the Research
(onter of the Army

Mre Bebty WHALRY
1421 Canal Drive
MODESTE Ca
95.354

U.S.A.

Fowartier Koningin Elisabeth Tf. (02) 701 3391

A0 B B 1 POy TN AT §A



Offficinlly, ihe Lovient pocket fell
at 1600 10 Moy, 1915, At brief hnt
impressive ceremonies contiicted in o
sprinklivg 12in, Lt Gen. Fahrmboo-
ker, Ctoof Lovient, suprendered  fo
Major General Kramer, According ty
military  tradition, ho was presented
o Genonl Kramer by Celonel
LT s e bepnd Ualagtithaoler setn-
fedd Chepmpnt Haomer  (nppor photo)
and fhen handed over his pistol in to-
len of sorpender (eover poge). With
iencral reamer  wos  Brip,  Gen.
Roline, Larient convennnder 3 Drip,
Gen. Biotpnis Deshordes, French com-
mander at Lorfent ond  their sinfis
(cenfer Ieft), Following the ceremo-
ny, General Wramer  inspected Fan-
thermen nt the surrender, He fook a
looke  af the pistol General . Fahrm:
backer pave him. In answer (o a
query on Ahe pistol's  condition, the
general conpnented @ o« T'd say ahont
clags To»




OCTOBER 2ND 1996
FROM : MELVIN F. WHALEY A.S.N.38041596

1421CANAL DR.
MODESTO CA. 95354

TO THE STAFF AT THE MUSEUM.

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAY A SPECIAL THANK YOU FBR
YOUR ASSISTANCE AND INFORMATION WHEN WE WERE THERE IN SEPT.
WHILE VISITING , WE REMARKED TO THE OFFICER IN CHARGE , WE

DID NOT SEE A BLACK PANTHER 66TH DIVISION SHOULDER PATCH IN
THE DISPLAY.

I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE THIS PATCH ALONG WITH ADDITIONAL INFO
THE DIVISION WAS ACTIVATED AT CAMP BLANDING FLORIDA AND MOVED
TO CAMP ROBINSON FOR UNIT TRAINING IN APRIL1943.NOT LONG AFTER
THAT I GOT WITH THE 262INFANTRY .AND STAYED UNTIL IT WAS DE
ACTIVATED IN EUROPE. |
CROSSIND THE ENGLISH CHANNELON CHRISTMAS EVE ON THE H M S LEO
POLDVILLE WE WERE TORPEDOED , LOSEING FOURTEEN OFFICERS AND
SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY FOUR ENLISTED MEN.. MOST OF THE 262
AND 263rd.

IF ANY MEMBER OF THE ORIGINAL BLACK PANTHER DIVISION SEES THIS
WRITE , PLEASE WRITE . I"M SURE WE HAVE HISTORY TO SHARE

THATS NEVER BEEN TOLD . . . TIME IS NOT ON MY SIDE AS I AM

NOW SEVENTY FOUR YEARS OLD . .IF YOU KNOW OF ANY REUNIONS
WRITE OR CALL.

I WILL CLOSE FOR THIS TIME . SINCERELY, - 5%22?
gt 4ﬁé@ﬁéz. g R

MELVIN WHALEY





