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Catcher Race Riot of 1923

The December 28, 1923, assault and murder of a white woman in the Catcher
community in Crawford County quickly ignited a firestorm of racial hatred that, within
the span of a few days, exploded into the murder of an innocent black man, char ges of
night riding being leveled against eleven African Americans, and the exodus of all black
families from Catcher, numbering at least forty. Two African-American men were
sentenced to death and executed in relation to the murder, while a third was given life in
prison, following trials that included dubious evidence offered by the prosecution.

From the days of slavery, the township in which Catcher is situated, four miles southeast
of Van Buren (Crawford County) in cotton-producing river bottomland, was inhabited
by a larger percentage of African Americans than whites. On December 28, 1923, Effie
Latimer (age twenty-five) was, as reported in the newspapers the following day, raped,
shot in the back with a shotgun, and clubbed over the head with the same gun. The news
was quickly broadcast when a friend discovered the victim in mid-afternoon. A doctor
was summoned, and he reported that Latimer regained consciousness long enough to
name the shooter as “Son [William or Will] Bettis, but that she did not know the other
two colored men.” Before nightfall, newly elected Sheriff Albert D. Maxey arrested
Bettis, who denied the charge and calmly went to the Van Buren jail. Interestingly,
Latimer’s husband of six years, Robert (age thirty-eight), was reported in the Arkansas
Gazette as having not been heard from since he “left home a week ago taking a dozen
chickens and half of the provisions in the house.”

Later that evening, due to the sudden gathering of angry white citizens at the jail and
reported threats of violence against the prisoner, Bettis was moved across the Arkansas
River to the Fort Smith (Sebastian County) jail. The next day, two more African
Americans, Charles Spurgeon Rucks (age twenty-six) and John Henry Clay (age
fourteen), were also arrested for the murder. After his arrest, Rucks was taken into the
woods by Deputy Sheriff W. A. Bushmaier Jr. and “questioned” about the murder.
Bushmaier promptly reported to the newspapers, and later testified in courtroom, that
“Rucks had confessed to the crime in his presence.” According to the case files, however,
Rucks never confessed. Clay was retained in the Van Buren jail, but Rucks was
transported to the Fort Smith jail.

By the evening of Saturday, December 29, an angry white mob of more than 500 white
citizens surrounded the jail at Fort Smith, demanding that the prisoners be handed over
to them. Many others were running the Catche1 roads threatening black residents,
smashing tombstones in the black cemetery, and digging up remains of the deceased
and burning them. At the Fort Smith jail, the sheriffs secretly removed the prisoners to



the railroad station in Mansfield (Sebastian County), where they were whisked away to a
Little Rock (Pulaski County) jail to await trial.

For several days afterward, emotionally charged and locally deputized citizen law
enforcement officers remained in Catcher, joining in the mob activity in harassing the
black citizens in their every movement. On December 30, Special Deputy Sheriff
Frederick Creekmore shot and killed the sixty-five-year-old father of Rucks, an action
described in the newspaper as an “unfortunate accident.”

That same day, eleven black citizens were arrested and charged with night riding. They
were holed up in a log cabin, and local officials contacted the governor to send in the
National Guard to “blast” these black men out. Governor Thomas McRae allowed a few
men to take a machine gun from an Ozark (Franklin County) company to the Catcher
area. Once there, local law enforcement deputized the men. Contrary to legal
documentation, the newspapers reported that, upon learning of the machine gun in the
area, the African Americans surrendered. According to the case files, only two of them
carried shotguns for self-defense, and they had almost no ammunition. Nonetheless,
they were charged under Act 112 of 1909, which was directed toward two or more
individuals united, confederated, or banded together for the purpose of committing an
unlawful act, while wearing any masks, white caps, or robes, or being otherwise
disguised.

The legal counsel for the men arrested for night riding filed a motion requesting a
change of venue, and they appeared before a jury in Paris (Logan County), though with
the same presiding judge. They were sentenced to one year in jail; however, they
appealed their conviction, and in October 1924 the Arkansas Supreme Court ruled that
“the State has wholly failed to sustain the charge of nightriding.”

It was in the motion for change of venue for those charged with night riding that specific
information about the exodus of African Americans from Catcher was provided. The
motion stated that “anonymous notices were posted in public places and sent to certain
individuals among the negro race, advising them to remove from the County of
Crawford.” It also stated: “A notice was received through the United States mail by one
of these defendants, to-wit, Gus Richardson, informing him, ‘if you get out of Crawford
County in five days you will not be bothered; otherwise you have to suffer the
consequences.” Going on, it added that “all of the said defendants who were not
confined in jail did remove from said community and from said County, and the families
of these defendants who were in jail, did also remove, and the negroes generally from
the settlement where these defendants resided.” The front page of the January 18, 1924,
issue of the Van Buren Press-Argus blared, “COLONY NEGROES FLEE FROM WRATH
OF WHITES.” A few families were told by law enforcement that they could return in a
year or so, and a few did. However, the 1930 U.S. Census indicates a greatly reduced
black population in the entire township.

Act 258 of 1909, enacted to prevent mob violence or lynching, provided for a speedy trial
if mob violence became a threat. Judge James Cochran of Paris presided over a session
of the Circuit Court in Van Buren on January 4-5, 1924. Bettis and Rucks were tried
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separately for murder and sentenced to death by electrocution between the hours of
sunrise and sunset on February 15, 1924. The strongest evidence against the two was the
very detailed statement of the crime allegedly offered by Clay. According to Clay’s
account and trial records, Bettis and Rucks went to Clay’s home on Friday morning to
borrow his shotgun for rabbit hunting, and Clay decided to go along. They reportedly
stopped by the Latimer home to buy a dozen eggs when the incident occurred. In court,
led by the newly elected prosecutor Dave Partain, Clay testified that Bettis and Rucks
entered the Latimer home and assaulted her; afterward, Bettis shot her, and Rucks
struck her over the head with the gun. The doctor testified that it was the gunshot that
caused the lethal wound.

Clay’s name never appeared in school records; he could neither read nor write, and a
prison file describes him as mentally very slow. However, his signed statement (which
he later retracted when questioned by Scipio Jones) was explicit in every detail. Other
evidence from the trial is equally spurious. Special Deputy Sheriff Creekmore’s wife
testified that she was a close neighbor though she lived several miles away, and her
testimony could only have been based upon hearsay or rumor. One woman produced a
dime she alleged was the dime used by Bettis to purchase some eggs, though there was
no one present at this alleged transaction save the victim and her assailants.
Nonetheless, Bettis and Rucks were both convicted and sentenced to death. Clay was not
tried until the regular March 1924 term of court. Because his gun was used, Clay was
sentenced to the state penitentiary and “confined at hard labor for the period of his
natural life.”

The Van Buren Press-Argus reported on February 15, 1924, that the noted black lawyer
Scipio Jones had appealed to the Arkansas Supreme Court the death sentences of Bettis
and Rucks. The appeal, based on legal technicalities, was lost, and on July 4, 1924, the
same paper noted that Governor McRae refused to grant a stay of execution. Rucks and
Bettis were electrocuted “in the death house of the penitentiary at Little Rock” on June
27, 1924. The newspaper further reported that “the condemned brutes spent their last
night reading their Bible and praying for mercy” and that “they never at anytime
admitted their guilt and went to the chair with a firm step and were apparently calm and
self possessed.”

Four years later, on August 16, 1928, Clay was found dead from exposure in a field near
one of the prison camps at Cummins. His own death raises questions, as he was a
farmhand accustomed to hard work in the fields in the August sun and, at the time, was
a trusty given the relatively easy task of tending cattle in the field. His body was not
found for two weeks and was badly decomposed.

For additional information:
Circuit Court of Crawford County, Arkansas Case No. 1587, State of Arkansas vs.
Spurgeon Rucks. January 1, 1924.

Circuit Court of Crawford County, Arkansas Case No. 1587, State of Arkansas vs. Will
Bettis. January 1, 1924.



Circuit Court of Crawford County, Arkansas Case No. 1596, State of Arkansas vs. John
Henry Clay. March 11, 1924.

“Colony Negroes Flee from Wrath of Whites.” Van Buren Press-Argus. January 18,
1924, p. 1.

“Mob Is Pursuing Negro Prisoners.” Arkansas Gazette. December 30, 1923, p. 1.

“Motion for Change of Venue.” Circuit Court of Crawford County, Arkansas, State of
Arkansas vs. Gus Richardson, et al. March 19, 1924.

“Motion for New Trial.” Logan County Circuit Court Northern District Case No. 131,
State of Arkansas vs. Gus Richardson, et al. April 21, 1924.

“Negroes Are Fleeing from Murder Scene.” Southwest American. January 15, 1924, p. 1.
“Negro Is Killed Resisting Arrest.” Arkansas Gazette. December 31, 1923, p.1.

“Rucks and Bettis Meet Death in Electric Chair.” Van Buren Press-Arqgus. July 4, 1924,
p. 1.

“Woman Slain by Negro Assailant.” Arkansas Gazette. December 29, 1923, p.1.
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IN THE CRAWFORD CIRCUIT COURT.

State Of ArkanBaS, t. . "o L . L) . . e e oPlaintiffo
- VBe

gus Richardson, et al, . . . « + . . . : Defendants.

MOTION_FOR CHANGE OF VENUE.

come the defendants and each of -them, and
move the court for a change Sf venue, and for cause sap!

1. They snd each of them verily believes thaﬁ
he can not obtain a fair ahd impartial trial in this case
in this County in which the same is nending, on account
of undue‘prejudice'againsf them, and against‘ﬁheir
defense in this County.

2, They represent and stateito the Court that

the conditions gurrounding this case are extremely unusual
and peculiar in their nautre, in the following particulars,

toswit:

Y




(a). The defendants are all negroes, charged with
unltlnﬁ,confedexatlng and vanding together to intimidate
and alarm white persons.

(b). The case growssout of the éiroumstance or
occasion.of the killing of a white women, to-wit: Mrs.
‘Latimer, Ain Orawford Qounty, in the oommunlty of Catcher,

on the éayﬁ“iknecember 1923 for whose murder

‘Spurgin Rucks; Soh Bettis, negroes, whege, in-Jenuary of
this yeqr; tm&eﬁmand oonviéted an&'s@nténéé&%ﬁo“be»éxecut@dj
and for whose murder a third negro, “Son Clay, was, on |
Monday of this week, the 10th day of‘March, 1924, also
tried and convicted of murder, and gentenced to life 3
inprisénment in the penitentiary. |

(¢). The murder of the said Mrs. Latimer seems
to have been a most horrible and unusual ‘one, such that
the occasion has outraged the'coﬁmﬂnity feeldng and
inflamed the minds of the individuals in %he County to
a very high degree, and since she was murdered by members
of the negro race the feeling has run among white petple
against the negroes.

(d/, These defendants were residents of the

vieinity hear where the murder was committed, thoupgh in

no way connected with it.

/5




(e).‘On the.}@thfday.oﬁlDegember, 192%, one Charley"
chks, father of the said Sﬁurgin Riicks, was shot and.
qki;;edﬁ

tf). On the same day these defendants were

sarvested -on %hé'ﬁﬁ@ggg;yg;@@ou$y&gainet’&hem,in this

| 3..Tﬁéi%%é§ﬁﬁé¥ég&im§% the negroes beceme such thet
anonymous notices wers posted in publie places and wert.
\EB:certain 1ndiv1duals>among the negro"faoe,'advisingfﬁhem

(e i TR + Skt &
e ot e "

“£6 Temove from the Qounty -‘of Orawford. & Notice wiag

R Y. -t g

reoeived through the United States mail by one of theqe-

——— e 23 S TR R T TSN SRR TE e Fa o AT ERS Nt care o g S
v
£ PR NG AL ST £V

defendants,. to-W1t Bus ﬁichardson, which was in Words

and figures as follows‘
"It becomes necessazry for the safety of the community,

to*ask‘v@u?tb 1e#vé7i%'vyOu Will ‘be given.@ ﬂewvdays TR

staaLghten @ut yeur affairs. T oﬁ aTe it Of Grawfol

.ngnxy-ln~fivexﬁ‘:s;you4W1ll na@w@afp@¢n§ped; Oﬁh@TWﬂEe

you will have 0 suffer the consequences."

‘That the anonymoug notiqeeggéneia;ly,gmvggéﬁfiﬁé day
notice to theﬁnegrQas‘tOQMOveifrom fﬁé}commﬁhi%y; that

in responée_to;éﬁiﬂfﬁbtices:and their fe@lin@ 0f'unsafety

to themselves, their familias and ‘their propextyﬁ_all of. 3

the said defendants who weré ngmwamnif*“d in 3a11 dld

'i}* T g o K
N s N e T
g i3 arw il ::,_,;,, s brni el S

| em@ve from said communztyﬁqnd from said Ccunty, ~and the

> s g 020 S~ a




fﬁmilies~o£_a}%wtpeseidgg@ndantggﬂ@o were in jall, di%é

80 Temove, aiid ‘the negroes generally from the sebtlément
where these &efendantslfesided; All such notices were
given sinee. the conviction of the said.two defentants in

January¢fox,$hegmurder of the said Mrs. Latlmer, 80 that

Oran@rd Counby' fthe defendant Gis Richardson belng a

,resident of Fort Smith Sebastain County, and the

defendanm:mandy Fe&guaqn,lof Sequqygh-ﬁoun&y;:Stamecof'
St .

4. The defendanfs further state that within ten
days- befoxe thls date they are advised and belleve that

‘Egiioes~wexefnosted_mnaOranordeopnty'upon the-prem1ses

~ of a cértain negro named Perry, advising him to leave the

County, end Within two weeks from this very date they

. are advised and bellpve that the anonymous notices were
v’

p@sted around and near the town 01 Shlbl@y,&dVlsing that
no negroes would be tolerated in that communit and.that
all negroks there sh@uld 1ot be found arowmd fhat place,

. eT ta. thet eﬁ%ee%.

5. And the defendants further state that after the
arrest and before the trial and convietion of the said
negroes, Spurgln ﬁuoks, Son Beftls and Son Clay, 1t was

found expedient by the officers of the 1aw in Crawford

1




county, to remiove fhem from the County of. Crawfozd, from
the danger of~viblence~éﬁd iyn¢hing, 80 that they were
taken to Fort Smith, injsebasfain:County; for indgrceratidn,
and that large groups of people dia éongregate in an@d |
around the jail in Van Buren and did fadllow the said
dhfénd@nﬁs ﬁowF@@mwSmith-and~di¢”@dngxagate around the
fail house ‘where they were conflned iz Fert Smlth shOW1ng’
violent: feeling with reference to- then,
6, These defendants proclaiming their 1nnocemce of

any violation oxr offence, or 1nt9nt10n at wrong doing 1n
the facts leading to the charge laid against them herein,
declare that they verily believe that the feeling in
Crawford County at'this time, groﬁing out of such circum~
stances is so intense against them personally and aéainst
their defense in this case, that they cannot get a fair and
impartial trial in the County, and that in the name of |
Justice this case shouwld be rsmoved from this county to
another one,

WHEREFORE, they respectfully pray that the Court

grant them a change of venye in the case.

Ladell Richardson, Gus Richardson,
Randy /Ferguson,
"Alfred Richardson, Chas Shelton,
Chas Posgey,
Geo Ricks, , ‘ Earneegt Richardson,
Gid Richardson,
Roosevelt Richardson, Demp Richardson,

Subscribed & sworn to before me this 19%th

//é? . N




day of Maroh 1924. . | | "
‘ w. A. Bushmiaer, Clircuit Clerk.
STATE OF ARKANSAS, ; |
COUNTY OF GRAWEORDY,)
1, C.M. Wofford, having first been sworn, state
that I am a resident of Cmawford County, Arkansas; &hat I
have read the'foregming motion and that the facts and
matters therein set forth are true and correct as I verily
believe, and that the defendants cannot obtain a fair amd
impartial trial iﬁ this case-in this County where the same
is now pending, on account of the undue prejudice against
~ the defendants and against their defense in the County.
‘ C.M. Wofforxd,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19 day of March,l1924,
My Commission Expires: W.A,Bushmiser, Notary Public
STATE OF ARKA‘NSA’S;. ; .
COUNTY OF GRAWF’ORD,%SQ. .,
I, W H Neal having first been sworn,statsg
that I am a resgident of Crawford County, Arkansas; that I

have read the foregoing motion and that the facts and

e O R . . e e ..




 matters therein set fortn are true and correct as I
verily believe, and thet the defendants cannot obtain
a fair and impartial trial in this case in this County
wkere the same is now Pending, on account of the undue
pPrejudice against the defendants and against their defense
in the County.
W. H. Neal,

Subscribed. and sworn to before me this 19 day of March,192l,

| W. A. Bushmiser, Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

Filed in Open Court Mar 19 1924,

W. A. Bushniaer, Olerk,




Btate of Arkansas, . . . . . . . . . ... . .Plaintiff,
VB
Gus-Richardson, et 8l,. . . . . . . . . . . « Defendants}

On this 19th day of Merch 192X, this cause coming

on to be heard on defendants motion for g change of wvenu

J

the Court after.heéring the evidence, the arsument
'Donoﬁncil and veing well and sufficiently advised,
doth grant the peﬁition. It is therefore by the
Gourt'ordered,adjudged and decreed that this cauge
be ahd_the game is transferred to the Parig District

of Logan County and set for trial Mondéy,'April 14,1924,

- e e e e e e an g e -
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8P The. oourl; ‘erx;ed in permit(mg the witnese, We Be

AN BRI

Wataon. to tastifs npon dires

exeminat £6n '@’ghe px"?aéont A

'.h,-

attorney, that he had re geived information 4$hat negroes werse
arning themsalws, said testimony be ing adémitted over the
ebjeotions of the defendant.

26+ The court errad in paxmittmg the witness, CL1ff
Howell, to testify over ths objeotion of the Gefendant thet
it wase not customary for pecpls to goO aim'ea on Sunday

morning in that community, and the ocourt further erred in

permitting the witness Cliff Howell to say that he had been
"in that’ '

mmn:wy for ibay Yelre uTR-tHat mas e #iTEt
time he ever B8W people going ammed on btmday moming .
o7, The ocourt erred in permitting the witness, :

J. H. Johnson, to testify over the objeation of the defendsnt,
that- 1€ wes not customary for negroeg to go.down there to
attend Sunday Sohool with e:uhot' guns, high powerad rifles

and six shooters;, to a1l of whichk tegtimony the defencant at
the time saved his exoept ions and requested that gaid
yestimony be withdrawn fromthe considieration of the Jur¥s
whieh requeat wap denied by the oourt, and to whieh aation .
of ths ocourt the ﬁefendan‘c st the time sand his exoept ions8.
. 28. The court e:m:ed in pemitﬁing oonnsel for the State
to stk snd to assert in in‘berre)gatlng the witness Nathan Nanoe,
nif three negoes in that commmity hed not purdered snd ravaged
e white woman,' $0 which testimony at the time the defendant
saved his exueptiori. end asked the court to'withdraw it from
the jury, whieh request was denled, to whioh sotion of the

oourt the defendent at the time saved his exageptions.

£9. The court erred in permitting the witness, Will



Brown to testi:ﬂy thet. somebody asked him something abont
S.gun on-thal. SEdAs. mox ' '

that this defendant haard tha person make that requeat of him,' )

and further. that he could not neme the person who made the
request. The Gefendant at ‘the time requested the oourf;
to withdraw-s-a;ld testimony from the jury, whioh reqﬁest was
denied and the Gefen &ant at the time saved his exopption
to the sdmission of eaid testimony end to the refusal of
the court to withdrew it from the jury. '

80. The court erred in permitting Webb Covington,

! attorney esyeeially employed to assist in the prosaoution

weried

to remark in the courss of hi¥ §peRTHE" T T A A Jury.

"We. have never hed as foul a murder in the City of Fort
Suith, as happened in and about Gatoher." Upen the making
of which statement the counsel for the défen-dant objected
'and requested the court to reprimsnd the atj:orne'ay and withdraw
the ste tement .from the juxy » whioh re quest was denied by the
oourt, and to which ruling the dafendent at the time Baved
his eXoception. '

51-'Th§ court erred in permitting the seid Webb
Covington ‘to again sa-y‘ "4 poor, defense‘laas women, who was
,’muraemd and slein by & et,owé of four murderers." The
defendant's comsel &t the time objected to oa1d Ebatement
being made in this casa, and requssted the court to admonish
gounsel and to reprimand him, and to advise the jury that
such etatements wera not proper, whioh request was deniea by
the ¢ourt and the defendant at the time saved his exception
to the making of such atat—ément and to the ruling of the oourt
and to the remarks of the court with refersncs théreto.

The court saying, especially: "I will not do that Mr. Hardin."



- at &noﬁher ’p 4 hiearsﬁmmﬁ, tosqy ¢ "‘Saﬂz‘e Others
muld £a11 ke “O"&Bo Latimer fell." The defendent at the

said rema rk-and- requeating the court to

statement to be made. - The defenﬂant at the +ne sned hie

‘ etatements of;cwneel‘ S O S D R

38 e !Ehe oourt .erred in parmitt:lng Dave .Bartain, the
vreg‘ular pr.q-seouting sttorney, in ‘h;s clos-:lng grgumOnt

| to say:  PThe '»pezople we"ﬁfé "h*e» oommonded:izhau.f’these thiw‘ia"a'-

. negroes are oonviated; «that*?tha law is permitted to takax

- that the gAMs. mpn 3 ,‘.umid oo'nnsel. .to whioh
‘ request the oourt said: "‘I 'bhink. ¥r. Hardin, you have a
restricted iﬂea of what oounael for the State has the right
to do in thia eese“. andl overruled the Gefenaant'a objeetion.
'to whiech ruling -uf ‘the oourt, as well as to auch 1ine of
. argumen‘!z. the 6efendant aaved his axoeptions. ‘
m. lhe ooukt erred in his ruling upon the defendant's
. objeo'bion to the :ﬁnllowing statements by the said grosecuting



- ag 'followst

vt S

other sme" !m:e aefenaant at the. uine obje_; ed

,.the white women and ehildren of that oommunity have tha

-aanm right to be represented in the tr:lal of this case

as ﬁha bmtieh-,. blaok negroes 1ike those who murdered

have to be reprosen'ea bs T.wlm'e?" TR |

statemsnt and requested the court to sdmonish: the Jury

&,,lwgohmremgﬁmnk o 1mp per andreprimand ommsel

for makmg sameo ‘Bhe" oourt ov‘_::

.aefendant and permitted gaid remark to stana to whieh
ruling of the ocurt. as well as to whioh rpmark, the

lthe verdi ot o:ﬂ the Jtu:y and the Judgment randered. ané -

‘grant him a new tria,l._ in j:thia casa.




MOB IS PACIFIED WHEN DEATH VERDICT IS GIVEN
Hopkins, Nathan

The Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967); Jan 12, 1924;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender

MOB IS PACIFIED WHEN
DEATH VERDITISGIVN

By NATHAN HOPKINS,
ent clamors for blood.

s p m -

Van Buren. Ark.. Jan. 11.—A mob ! g Thandeuffed with Will Bettis,

of Arkansas ruffans, hent on lynch- who also waus indicted on a charge

ing. practically dictated the death: of murder and assault, was led be-

penalty meted out to Spurgeon Ruck.; fore the bench to hear the verdict.

N . -

‘& farm worker, on trial for the mur- u:::-h"f‘.;’; ti‘:r:;?:: ::mcaw;i‘:‘h)lnug:e

der of AMrx. Bob Latimer, a white | wepk after the Latimer woman was
woman,

found dJdying in her farmhouse.
The jury dellberated only ten min- !

AMany peculiar angles developed in
utes—just time enouph to sign their ' the case, and common rumeor has it
names 1o the “guilty document”—and | that Ruek is only a “sacrifice™ to hide
returned to the courtroom amid wﬂd] the muin parties to the slaying.
cheers. Judge Cochran did not pro- . Johnny Clay, age 15, an ignorant
nounce, but it Is known that the elec- ! country hoy, wnas used as the state’s
tric chalr is the only logleal thing to | acteristie “"southern quick trfal” s
expect in this section when the cbur- | held, This is the justice Arkansas

atar witneasn against Ruck., Tt was
noticed ns he appeared on the stand
that several scars were on his face
and hands, indicuting that he had
gone throupgh n severe third degree
method. He was extremely frightened
a8 if he might repudinte “his confea.
sion” and words were, ut some inter-
vals, put'in his mouth. He also faces
a. charge of murder, but it is thought
that he will be given an “"Immunity
bath™ for Jdentifying Ruek as the
nlayer.

Urges Lynching

Thers was never u quesation in the
minds of the cltizens here as to the
fate that awalted Ruck and his asso-
clatea at the trial. The entire town
urged a lynching. some taking the
stump on the street demanding mob
action as the best punishment, wheth-
er the men were guilty or not. One
speaker sald: “We haven't had a good
Iynching here In yeara, now's our
time. Let's see it dono right.”

Ruck sald he knew nothing of the
killing of the woman untll an of-
ficer told him about t on way 1o the
Jatl !

The irial of Bettis consumed leas
time than that of Ruck. A verdict
was reached In nine minutes, Betis
gen{ed taking any part in the mur-

er.

No Indictment haa been drawn
ngminst the white men who shot and
killed Charles Ruck. aged father of
ona of the condemned men., He was
shot down LY 4 mob when he refused
to admil that his son committed the
murder, The c¢leven men who bar-
ricated themselves In a farmhoust
and defled the mob until the militio
arrived have been indicted under the
“night-riding act,” a law that ap-
plies to every member of our Race
who ias considered dlsorderly ufte;
dark, but exempts the Ku Klux, whe
have o notorious record in this atate

i el



DEFENDED
HOME, THE
CHARGE

1.t Rock, Ark., June J7.—iSpe-
ctai) —Spurgecd  Rucks and Wi
Rettis, txo of the 1Ll men of Craw-
fogd enunty whe barricaded theme
selves in a log hut and sepulred &
moh of more (han 1AG0 whites untd
2z00ps arrtved, have Loen scateaced
to” hang Fridoy moarming for the
amidh of Men. Effic Lattimore, a wo-
83N who was found murdered tn hee
bome last December.

Gus Richardson, who was tried
with the édondrmned couple, has Leen
granted a cb of venue to 1 ko
county, and o new trfat. He had pre-
viously Leen sentetced to one year
in prison on a charge of night riding.
Johnly Clay. o schoolboy, who was
accus®d wtth the men, and whose
testimony waa chirfly responsible for
the other convictions, was given a
life sentence,

At the time of tie troudle tn Craww-
font county the winie state wWae
wronght np over (ha fAinding of the
body of Jrs. Lattimare. Men ot cur
::ﬁ' t;vmre at onde accuned :‘ad |§;

uegan arousing t
insitiet b ibe  semiciviibred
cam- of the mmalty ontil they
became a bluosithirsty motster. Duce
fag the excitemaat, -an officer of ths
Saw went tn the home of Rocke and
hin father and murdered in cold bloot

the aped man Secauses he could not
say uhire his san wos hiding.
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NEGRO 15 KILLED
RESISTING ARREST

Epven Others, Batmaded
““Captured by Vac Buren

-
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HACH!IE GUNHEHS CALLED

e g e &

-MM of Attack ok White.
Wﬂmmq&ul_ﬁh-
“. stored, Howewer.

- et ————
Ppecial o the Ganelie
\'anﬂn.D«:u——m.h 11 negroes
charged under 1he rpight-riding act. and|
another negro, Charles Ruck. aged £5, |
dead from a gumsho: wound reported |
10 bave been iofitcted by a special dep- |
uty  easty today whea Rock, becamse |
{nsolent when asked 10 ATCOMpPENY :bq
omﬂmmnutocuhnmvﬂmmtn
in the Catcher seftlerpent of Crawford !

cenmty, i was officially reported u:h-'
trtertt hy Prems ullms AltotrDeY D‘l“l

——

INDEX NUMBER FOR
LAST WEEK WAS 151

Special o the Gunt‘n

New Haven, Conn.. Dec. 30 —Last
weal’s prices u'eﬁm 151 per cent
0f pre-war (1913) levek The pur-
chasing power of (e doilar was 68.3
pre-war centy.  The average for De-
cember was 151 per cent and 68,4 pre-
~war centx. fThe fverage for the last
‘quarter was 153 per cenr and 45.4
pre-war cents. ‘The average for 1923
“was 158 per <ent ‘and. 63.4 vre'vra.rd
‘cents”

The index nnmher far the nraced.
ing wesk was 1530 arnd the purchasing
power of the dollar was 505 pre-war
cents,

The index number for Mayx, 1920,
was 247 and the, reiative purchasing
power of the dollar was 40.5 cents

Corresponding numbers {or Jano-

ary, 1338 wéte 126 and T2.5 cents.

An index nuinber showing the aver-
ages meverm=ar of the wjhoiesals prices
©f 0 repTrseniaiive <ommodities and
af the purchasing Power of the dollar
compared with tke pre-war year of 13
!n prepared for the Gazeite each wesk
by Inlnc Fieter, prormu- of pouucu

CRAWFORD SHERIFF




dmmmymrmwho

seoruing.
' tmpliceted by the alieged codfession of :
- were spirited out of the Van Buren!
.,A.nll:«,mnhnm!.‘tﬂem

ngDRt when ARKRG 10 ATCOMPadly im

mmmmmmwmmhﬁ 1
T T ot = o (RAWFORD SHERIFF
csumty, it was officially repocted cnrl}'

R b PYRNTS meﬁmu‘i

koure o teasenese - {omm-m

are allaged 10 hawe confessed to wt--

?“".. 2§ and killiog ra. Etle Ledmer (Saves Accused Negroes From!

The two nesrous who were:  Mob and- Brings Them

» Wirg " Johmnie Clay, aged 15, - T o
nm = . . “em. . S
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for- éxfé-Keeping 4 a;gﬁ' rerve, brains ‘and ° cloyorness:

The' txcltcnenz. which bad its igm.’m Sporgeon: Rrcic 202 Wil Basttls,
tien In the er commusgity Satur- \& iexTOeS 8{'&%6 of the bruwial sssagk
day morning m the arr®R of ;284 killing of M:s. Robess Latimer of,
Clay snd acother negro, Spurgeot Rock. :Cazcher, from the hands of 2 mod, a~.-
whoee slleged coalesslprs implicated - cording 0 an’ authentlc repor: of the!
~%0n" Bettis. already 1o custods. and ! PtADeuvers of Sheriff A D. Maxer of;
.. moved to Fort .Smith last night when 1 Crawford county 1o prevent their .).rcb-
lcrd’n!dmom:?nn 500 mm-.ul"or"s aom-rmm andhhf

o thev be allowed 0 w.sa:xd'.no'xv agaizet the ctowd. ane

m
. asmxch the buflding for tke two negroes .Ass:red by Shertft Shawgat For: Smnnth, .

and the akeriff of Cra=ford ' coun:y. - bronght the priscmess &.e:s tBrouzic to
moved dack to Crawforéd cocnty this Limie Rowic .

when Chacles Ruck fatter of . It was wkhile the crowd was sterming |

4 = i

one Of the accused TefToes, Was a!:o:.':b, YTaz Buren 5;.11. t!:mcg..:.-.g- az a;-'

The latter czoa at 4 g'clock this l--t’“u:x:. shat the sher!Z suceeeded In ‘tak-s

L. meon. tngoc‘h!szwomla;fzswo

Fellowing its fxilure {0 gaizm ectracce i motor, <3z, A clvilion goard was re-
% the Bebastia comnry S8l ias night Yeved. to go to bis stpper, 30 thax =0°

: and fts Glepersisg adortly ore mid-. mngn'zbedmecocﬁdm.hm

alght. the crowd cougregaled again atizob before a safe jezd couid ue cainee. .
; Cutoker today asd causgd. sufborities: as he sacaterad off the o nezroes
to - prezare for xay anefeacr Wams wrYirtoad Are rhriiech stha futesrmwans



Fellowing its failure t0 gain ectracce (rmotor, =r. A clvilion goard was se-
© - to the Bebamtiag courrty Jail iast night:leved to go tr his scpper. so thas an'
T and Rtz Gepersisg sdortly ors mid.:iakling of the depastere cocld get in the!

© night. the ccowd congregated agaln at:mob before a safe Jezd could Ue cainee. .
: Cototer today asd a -.xufhoritdes ! as he sacaterad off the T¥0 zexroes:
. ta prezare for zny ency. _ers spirtie@ nTt through zhe hosament
. ) Geardsmen Arce Called. i6? the iadl &38 out ke back. and a car.
Wher 1) negroes. armed wi:k shos- farnished By a citizer who =avey hls’

: gums and Tiflea. bacriczded :mbnimﬂm 2o, dashed towaxd Fors Smih, .
_in s log Rouse, atidorittes vrepared o] Ie 3ail AR Night. :

: soems tde pimce. Bot 12 was oad byl 4y, two negross wese. held 17 the Se. .
.. ~fficers thas ther 24 wmm.;m counzy $271 32 Forz Smitx over
i firwarms to warrac: their sadrance . night. while (ke mob milied and threat-.
the log cabls. and officers smeat a Qn‘umed. brt stili Cocbied that the seoxmonan
1. ONE O W. Eayer of the Xmtlunal' Lo "oy o "eaci i the darkaiss of the
. £ Ongtf{nr assistance. He T€=: SeoTwAY *ere Soeriff Maxey, Deposy -
T opesded with & machize gTn and 16 et X and ofters. Reatiiy armag.
A e N o e SRR T I 2
" dwartamen, xethorite matesed b7t (WS DEKTorS wors 13 the SSIL the Llaeks
: forcte and aétanced om the cabin ard . STt fowering InuérTor. Shaw's hrras,
' the stronghole was taken wfibouc the. I7F @Bd tear down Sr 4l add ihere’
" firtng of a eho ‘,vp"li b some zew wi€owms In TravT,rd
cenemnty and some new Craw?yrd facss in
. m SEZTOLS SXTerdeter and wove .é‘u.— hd‘- ch <he med. .
€lsarmed and on: thelr way :t: tke cosn-, A% S:38 o'clork fav TRormins tSA
ty Jell at Van Bures defore the armival ¢ N _,’::“:“-_ for tne goc-
'of the guardsmea asd tbe machine TEETES were ?‘;ﬂ i et
X m n. .n'r' .wm wLS es% oleoo s oda "wwfo .s
: nesded when 3,:3 a:..,.,::_e e g::.-’f.-:akea > Mazsfield. which I7es wacheq
Presence .': was evident. had excellgn: 6 ®! 2:30 <ciock. A Rock ixand irun
- affect in cacsing the sevral hondred W28 boaried and Sherf? Mave: and his'
. WALtes 20 disperse 842 g to their Bomes. !a‘a.rg'?rnac!ui:ime Rock at 11:47 yes-
Anthorities said a2 while Ganiain Kay. 14762F RaTRs o . I .
fir and ks men were members of the a:j"‘"‘ ,_:"";;_?’T * “;:f :;f’?f;.‘”:';
. ne a III! Glll . 3. t m'd. ~ £~ 2
: ;he of3cial a';;’f"o.mzmlgi rcTaly jall. emonrariiy. Sher:?? daxer.
) meTely 20 7 [R ; ﬂ;ﬂ:ﬁ.‘"‘ ".‘ ':a&-k was g, wanied v Keep Lo v
- ¥ o farzies 2 B te until they £0 efore tha Grand
=em 0 gperate 1 as citizens assieing (OTATATY unil they £0 tafoce the fmame
officern. However. thery Was ra attemp: J57F \Wednerdan. B kg:’gf::' .x:.,
mc 2o S=eimidace :?-'e cTowd by the 3‘:":.28?. e IMNONansa) !‘ o of - ——
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teleptozed Tremm Farts 232 ke wazmid
CO=Teza 2 Sfecial Grasnd Jury at Van
BEorezs Weadneslay (rsiezd 602 the Die-
Tonaly aznouooed date 6n Jartmatr iT,.
20 nvestigale 1Be charger agalns: the
TegToes. The stalemen: wlieh indicaimt.
thas speedy acticn ©r the couTis wegia
te acocted was flintrel aimost Mmmve-
Clazely Ly the CiFperving movement. .

Aztkorities toaigh: «alid that ther an-
ictonted 110 Terther o, nf foniler. ozt
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them sceparate before they appearcd at the grand jury

The mob. prevented from lynching the prisoners. re-congregated in the
Catcher community. Charles Ruck. the sixty-five-ycar-old father of onc of
the accused men. was shot during the violence. though reports differ on the
circumstances of the murder. The Arkansas (razette reported that Ruck was
shot by a “special deputy™ after Ruck “became insolent when asked to ac-
company the officer.” (Sce figure 4.1.)™ The Southwest American originally
did not identifv the shooter. only noting that Ruck “was shot through the
cheek during a race disturbance.” The paper amended this two days later,
accusing Ruck of having “resisted a command to submit to a scarch of his
person.” ' That same day, however, the Van Buren Press-Argus reported
that Ruck “was met in the road by a citizen and that when Rucks |sic) was
commanded to throw up his hands he insolently refused and when ordered 1o
return to his home, again refused.” ' The newspaper exhibits exquisite use
of the passive voice when it next notes: Al this juncture, a shot was fired
and Rucks |sic] received a bullet wound in the right jaw.” Oral history
collected by Moira Bryant holds that Ruck was hanged from a ncarby trec
and that he was shot in the face to cover up the nature of his death. Brvant
also recorded storics of white mobs burning down black-owned homes and
desecrating the local black cemeteny, 17

According to onc report, there was an “exodus of negrocs from the Caitch-
er communily” following the shooting of Ruck, though most returned soon
thereafier, '

In order to protect themsclves from the mob. cleven African Americans
barricaded themscelves in a log cabin, armed with shotguns and rifles. Local
authoritics, finding that they lacked the fircpower to force the group out,
placed a call to Captain O. W. Kaver of the National Guard at Ozark, located
in neighboring Franklin County, who promptly brought a machinc gun and
ten men to Catcher. When the cleven men became aware that their persccu-
tors possessed a machine gun. they surrendered and were promptly arrested.
Interestingly. it was reported that, although Kayer and his men were mem-
bers of the National Guard, “they did not come in the official capacity of



