PRISONERS MAKE A DARING ESCAPE
Overpower Guard, Seize Rifle,
and Flee into the
Woods.

George M. Nicholls, 24, private, unassigned, held at Camp Pike pending court-martial on
a charge of robbery, and Ben Crowley, also a private and a prisoner at Camp Pike,
escaped Saturday morning, according to information given out yesterday by camp
authorities. Nicholls was alleged to have participated in a hold-up on the Arch street pike
last summer.

Nicholls is regarded at the camp prison as a desperate character. It is said that he has
served two or three sentences in federal prisons. At one time he escaped while serving a
10-year sentence when a pardon from the President was cn the way.

According to the camp prison officer, Nicholls was being held pending the arrival of
information from overseas concerning his case. Nicholls served in France. When he came
back to Camp Pike last summer to be discharged, it is said, he participated in a robbery on
the outskirts of Little Rock. When he returned to camp he was recognized and arrested.

He was placed in the camp hospital for observation as to sanity. About three months ago
Nicholls escaped. Later, according to officers at camp, he was recaptured near Tulsa,
Okla., and taken to the camp prison.

Nicholls had been given duties inside the prison stockade and Saturday was room
orderly. He was cleaning the mess sergeant's quarters when he took off his shoes and
soaped the shackles around his ankles. He slipped the shackles off his feet and threw them
behind a trunk, where they were found about noon Saturday.

He slipped on a mess sergeant's blouse, according to prison authorities, and walked out
of the room. On the way to the fence, Nicholls met Crowley and probably asked him if he
wanted to escape.

Detained at Gate

The two prisoners went to a corner of the stockade. Nicholls demanded that they be let
out, as they wanted to get some rations. The sentry called the corporal of the guard and
the corporal of the guard, believing that Nicholls was a mess sergeant, detailed the sentry
to guard Crowley, who wore his prison uniform. According to the sentry, Nicholls and
Crowley walked ahead of him until about 400 yards north of the guard house, when
Nicholls asked for a match. As the sentry reached to give him a match, he was thrown to
the ground and Crowley took his rifle. According to the sentry, he was forced to
exchange blouses with Crowley and was marched about three miles north of camp. There
Nicholls asked the sentry if he wanted to go with them, but the sentry refused and the two
escaped prisoners went north into the woods.



Nicholls is about 5 feet 8 inches tall, weight about 160 pounds, has a reddish complexion,
an oval face, with black hair, brown eyes. There is a standing reward of $50 for escaped
prisoners, which will be paid for his arrest or apprehension.

(This news item appeared in The Arkansas Gazette on April 6, 1920, It was found in a
regular column on activities at Camp Pike which usually appeared on page 3, upper left
corner of each daily issue of the newspaper from early in World War I to the early 1920's.)

Also appearing in this issue was the following;

FIRST WOMAN ARMY
FIELD CLERK HERE

Mrs. Kate Rieff Eads Appointed
on Authority of Adjutant General

Mrs. Kate Rieff Eads has the distinction of being the first woman army field clerk to be
appointed at Camp Pike. Upon special authority of the adjutant general of the army about
20 women have been appointed field clerks, but Mrs. Eads is the first at Camp Pike.

Mrs. Eads has been at Camp Pike for nearly 18 months. She first worked in the
construction quartermaster's office and from there went -o the Camp Utilities. At present
her duties are in the Camp Employment office, under Msj. Walter Gregory, camp
employment officer and civil service representative of camp. Her appointment is said to
be the result of her excellent work as clerk, stenographer and typist.

Before working at Camp Pike Mrs. Eads received clerical experience in the local Board
of Commerce and in the state legislature.
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