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DUTCH HARBOR
REVISITED

Arkansans Remember the Aleutian Islands’ “Forgotten War.”

A Bartery 206, Summer of 1941: (Kneeling , from left) Woodrow Little, Woodrow
Trimble, Thomas Little, (back, from left) Floyd Halley, Kent Jones, Larry Obsimik,

" Donnel Drake, Clyde Hill and Jerald McKinney. %
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1fty years "ago, some ‘1,700 Arkansans
ame (o gnps with- the reality of war. It

T Aleutlan Islands of Alaska.
| . .On June 3, 1942, Japanese airplanes
. ‘;f_"bombed and strafed the Ameican military
"} "bases at Dutch Harbor on Amaknak Island.
; .-__~,?'Among those undemeath the falling bombs
| wére the men of the 206th Coast Artillery
(Annan'craft) Regiment, Arkansas National
‘Guard.

‘The Arkansans arrived in Alaska in Au-
gust 1941, four months before the United
States entered World War II. After the Nazi
conquest of France.and the Low Countries
of 1940, America hurriedly began preparing

| - for war. President Franklin D. Roosevelt
_|__obtained congressional authorization to
" | mobilize and deploy the National Guard to
“defend American interests.

The 206th, stationed in 11 citiesand towns,
-was ordered into federal service on Jan. 6,
1941. Under the command of Col. Elgan C.
Robertson of Marianna, the 206th moved to

ing. 4 In March, draftees were assigned to the

R 206111 tobring the regiment up to war strength.
" In July 1941, the 206th was ordered to
Alaska. A persistent tale, worthy of Ozark
.| folklore status, links the fate of the Arkansans
‘with New Mexico’s 200th Coast Artillery.
According to the story, the overseas deploy-

~mere flip of a coin. Over the years, the coin
toss leoend has been embellished wnh detail

happened in the most unlikely of places— -
far.to the north in the rugged and isolated

Fort Bliss, Texas, to undergo intensive train- .

ment of the tworegiments was decided by the -

and* eyew1tness testimony. Theloserof the !

coin toss would be sent to the desolate Alas— W

kan post while the winner drew ‘glamorous” *

duty in the Philippines. The Arkansans lost | |

Y

the coin toss. The New Mexico unit was sent |
to the Philippines, where it surrendered with . .

the rest of the U.S. forces in 1942, only to
endure the Death March. .
The real reason the 206th wcnt to Alaska

might overwhelm the Soviet Union. Ameri-

can military planners worried that the Japa- .
nese might take advantage of the situationto -~
seize- bases in the Far North, threatening. =
American defenses. A number of units were |
immediately dispatched to reinforce Alaska

to counter any possible Japanese threat. The '

_ 206th was ordered north because it was the

best of the five antiaircraft regiments then
training at Fort Bliss. =~
The 206threached Dutch Harbor on Aug.

16, 1941, The weather was cold and con- |

stantly wet. One veteran, Paul “Fox” Conway
of Sherwood, recalls that after théir arrival
in August the sun didn’t shine until Thanks-
giving Day. '
The Aleutians also have a wind phenom-
enon known as a williwaw. The winds often
exceed 100 mph and can last for mmutcs or

days. The capricious winds can suddcnly re- .

verse direction and have the power to beach
ocean-going vessels. At least four membcrs
of the 206th died as a result of williwaws.
The Japanese attack on Dutch Harbor was -
a first. It marked the first time that North
America came under aerial bombardment.

_ and not the Philippines was more mundane.
In July 1941 it appeared that the Germans : -

The raid began shortly before 6 am. on June -




‘ 3 1942 and lasted about20 minutes. Eleven

#~- bombers-and- six fighters from the aircraft

i

i

carrier Ryujo participated in the attack, which
caused only minor damage but inflicted 52
casualties. Twenty-five men froman Alabama
National Guard unit were killed by one bomb.

. Thirty-six hours later, the Japanese re-
turnedin greater force. Their most spectacu-
lar success was the destruction of oil tanks
holding more than 750, 000 gallons of fuel.
The sound of the explosion was heard more
than' 40 miles away at the new top-secret
airfield on ‘Umnak Island. The two air rzuds
did not achieve the Japanese objective: to -

-~ " . shut down the Dutch Harbor bases. In the

two attacks, 43 were killed and about 50 -

- wounded The 206th lost seven killed in
Qctxon and'nine wounded. :

‘Results could have been far dxfferent

Before the first attack, the Japanese com-

mander sou°ht permission to invade Dutch-
Harbor -Siibrharinié reconnaissance had re--{

. Vealed that Dutch Harbor was defended by
-only one-third the number of troops ex-

'A pected Higher authority overruled the inva-. -

ionidea. Tokyo Rose announced thatDutch
Harbor had-been-invaded and ‘captured. In |
f_‘act the Japanese fleet moved away from -

Dutch Harborand invaded twoislands atthe |-

efnd of the Aleutian chain. Over the next 15
months the United States assembled a force

to repel the invaders while keeping up a

constant bombing campaign.

. The air raid on Dutch Harbor was the
opemno move of a giant offensive by the
Japanese On June 4, far to the south near
Mldway Island, American forces ambushed
the would-be attackers. Thanks to a code-
breakmosecretlmownasULTRA the United

: States knew the Japanese plans. The main
event, the Battle of Midway, ended disas-
“trously for Japan. The secondary attack on
Alaska met with more success. For fifteen
months, the soldiers, sailors, and airmen on
both sides waged a bitter struggle known as
the Aleutian campaign. On May 11, 1943,
the United States invaded the island of Attu.
The carnage on Attu was second only to Iwo
Jima in terms of the number of combatants.

Historians call the Aleutian Campaign
the “Forgotten War.” Those who were there
will never forget it. Fa S

William E. Maxwell just received his
master's degree in history at the University
in Central Arkansas at Conway, where he
will teach in the fall. He wrote his thesis on
the 206th, in which his father, William E.

- Maxwell Sr., served as a corporal.
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FORT MEARS
DUTCH HARBOR, ALASKA

Septamber 8, 1941

The following is a 1ist and time served under Pederal Service of each National
Guard of this organisation, to dates

E

SRS, % Al
Jdhason, Lewis E. ?/8gt 20756788 22 0
DHodby, Ira Oe 7/8g% 20756784 13 20
Hash, Vernon Qs llt ﬂst 20766753 13 v
Long, Wivin As 0766765 13 ¢
D thd. daok 3‘ zmm’ 12 2
DPrings; Melvin A 8gt 20PB6YEY 11 18
Lesdewy Prank Ve 20Wes 11 30
Dpilxington; Wayne V. 20786766 10 29
ko Raateang Richerd Qs 5! SVB6TI0 10 23
PDrake; Donnel & sgt 207BET6) 10 14
DRiliy -Clyde Do 8gt 20786762 10 4
DantAl; 0sorge L &4 8gt DT647Y6- 10 14
ariddloy LeeROy We gorp 2 168795 10 73
Stinsdn, Goorge P Gorp 20766779 10 14
DWilligme, Charles As 8gt 20766763 . 10 7
Conmayy Syles Pe Sg¢ DIE6TE0 9 29
ORingy Horace As sgt b4/ 342 S 29
Iarshg Herdvert B Corp 20764808 = ¢ 2
DRelley, Garl As 3/sgt 20766768 9 28
O0bsitnik, Lewrence W. Corp 20756806 9 3
# gresham, George D. 88t 37 1220756769 9 26
Primbles Woodrow Cs gt 20756901 9 22
Aloright, Aadrey 7. agt 20756767 9 14
Laubachgy Chalres We sgt DTBTTR 9 14
b thompsony Biger Ve Sgt 20766768 9 7}
P Galloway, Herman Bs Corp D756790 9 14
pGarrett, George L. Corp 20786791 8 14
DOwen, Donald Ré Corp 207566808 9 14
Dean, Josoph B PFO 20756788 9 14
Gartrsll, Dewey W, Pre D 766792 9 14
Walker, EKonneth Bs agt 20756780 9 13
DNix, Jaok e PFC 20756806 ? 11
DBarham, Curtis Re sgt 2758783 9 9
Richards, Charles E. Sgt 207668778 9 8
D Moillion, Stephen De gt 20756778 9 7
PLittle, Woodrow W : Gorp 20756800 9 ?
Laubaoch, Forrest N, Corp 2766798 8 26
Reynolds, Prancis B. & CoOrp 20766774 8 28
Anderson, Bernard We. PFO 20756818 8 28
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Pcmaon. oohn L.
Skoes, Willimm A.
Dtaylor, Howard Re
Thomany Arthur Le
J0'8eal, Thomas Pe
Brown, Grgdy Le
D11, Jesse Oe
Pleros, Arlie Is .
Pool,y Albert S.
prrivitt, Corbett 0
Willismson, Pyed A
Otto, Jdagk
Beasley, Panl 7
Dougn, Lawrense Ee.
Balnik, Philllp &
Tate, Luster V.
D Taatherford, Hugh De &e

Willlamson, &seph Te
DM‘]. u@w W
oottty Ge Blwin
Dougherty, Harry Ke
Pn‘nm’. *m Pe
Stout, Bernard B
» thite, gaxp Frank B.
DBailey, Benjamin Pe
Byrd, James B
poarrico, 0ornelius Be
PCone, Louis Xe
Costley, Janes D.
Craft, Leonard Le’
PDix, Ceall K.
Paulkner, Charles 3.
Johneon, Ralph W,
Jonos, Kent Le
Justioce, Edger
Lafferty, Russell T.
League, Earl He
Mansfield, Georye Le Jdre
MoPherson, Jsmnes Re
pMoren, Billle B.
Rewby, lack Te
Kemton, Robert A.
Parker, Homry T,
b Simoons, Bitsy

S

PFC
PRC
PFPO
PRJ
PFC
FPC

20784782

D T66764-

20756796
20756874
20756809
20766811
20756614
20766899
20756881
2076683
20766795
20756885
20756687
20766608
20756911
256807
20766822
20756794~
VSN0
2Y66RS
20756905
HYBAS
20766641
20766821
2756868
DIBEYES
20756888
20766912
20766786
20756777
D 756843
20766603
2066812
766816
20766819
20756829
20766831
20766834
20766835
20766837
D756842
20756848
20766863
2756686
20756866
20756867
20756899
20766871
D756876
20756804
20756678
2 756879
207656882
20756695
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sergloe Roy  Cont.

& les Be Pvt

D ChambilieadPwillisn J Pvt
JonesyTiifton H, PVE
OLamb. Cliffard L. PVt
MQDonald, Henry C. Pvt
. _Richardeon, Doyle E. PVt
OLittle; Thomas Le Corp
2 Paul, David H. PFQ
Snodgrass, Walter M. Sgt
) Sansing, Robert L. Corp
D Mams, Harvey Fe PFC
DeRoche, Alfred B, PFO
Egns, Tollie R. PFC
Green, Archel E, PFC
Greene, Boyed Fe PFC
JHalley, Floyd Le PFQ
Mitchell, Wyre Te PFC
OMoses, Grover Ce &re PFC
Huokabay, Leo Me PFC
DSinmons, dJdames M. PFO
J Veaseyg, Wiillam H, PFC
D Bajorek, Adolph F. Pvt
0 Ballard, Rowland Ee Pyt
Bal cltwood, Oliver Pvé
D Bradley, Harold D. PvE
DRrinningstall, Clarence K. Pvt
P Caln, Roy We _ Pve
Carlley, Reuben L. Pvt
D Qlements, Luther H, Pve
D Deiure, Joe s Pvi
Durheam, dJdack E, vt
Emerson, Orville Pvt
Fitgaugh, Obie F. Pvé
Foreman, William Be PVE
Gann, Lenzy Pvt
Getes, dJake k. Pve
Griffith, Charles A. Pvt
Haden,Russell R. Pvé
Hathoote, Je L. Pvi
7 Hamstein, Bruno G. Pvt
Hinkle, Carl Ve Pvt
Huffman, William A PVt
Joter, Charles A. Pvt
DLamberson, BenJjamon dJ Pyt
M@Dill, el A. Pvt
M@iann, Don Pvt
PloNeely, doe Le Pvt
HOO!'C' Frank P, Pvt
pUoses, dames Ae pvt
Norwood, dJames Ke PVt
Opage, Ermett Ee PVt

20766900
207560626
20756832
20756868
20756868
207656873
20756889
20766799
20766883
20758388
20786776
20766817
20756840
20766844
20756863
20756920
20756927
20756876
20756948
20756949
20756938
20756903
20766820
20756914
207566824
20756916
20756027
20766830
20766918
207569 20
20766839
2756922
20756924
20756846
20756847
20756851
20756862
20756926
20756854
20756857
20756868
207569 28
20756862
207566929
20756930
20756932
20766933
20756934
20756935
20756945
20766860
20756936
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81!)!0!5 Frank Le
Snith, Ben Jjamin P,
Snith, Carrol Le
Smith, Eugens Cs
irA3utton, Bill He
D Traywick, Clettus W.
Vange, Arlie Be
DVick, Harry 3¢ dre
Wilbourn, Wﬂllm Re Jre
Woolford, Murray E.
Yancey, & Be
DYaxrborugh, Wlltor We
J)Phillips, Jossph R,
Blanton, Grady W.
Berry, William E.
Clements, Aaed¥oy T3
Huffwan, Xarshall S.
Wells, Robert &

de Ros! ‘< Gomte

PVt 20756886
PVt 20756937
Pvt 20756692
20756894
PVE 20756896
PVE 20756939
Pve 20756947
PVt 20756940
Pve 20756941
PVE 20756942
PVt 20756948
PVt 20756902
PVt 20756904
Pt 20756908
Pvt D 756943
PYS 20756913
PVt 20756944
PVt 2756884
Pve 20756825
PVt 20766915
PVt 20756919
Pyt 20756861
PVt 20756906
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= . UNIT BIstoal oF BATTARY ®"a®; 206TH co;g;wARTILL;xY (a4)

On Ocsober 3, 1901, an 1nfa§§5y company was organized im Lit-
tle Rook and designated Company Y, Second Regiment, Arkansas
State Guard., Ths mustar roll shows three officers and forty~one
men., This company was disbanded in 190%. On June 13, 1302, an
addltional company was organized numbering throe officers and sixe
teen men, and dbeocans Company "M®, Se:ond Regiment, Arkansag State
Guard. 1907 %0 1909 were lean years for the State Ouard, 9Pnse
8light publi: inter<st shown the previous few ye2rs had 8radually
died awey. Im 1909 interest was revived to aome extent angd a re-
orgsnization ef-ected., Little Roeck wns designated as headquarters
with an assignment of fifteen officers and five men. In 1912, an-
other reorganiszation placed Company "E¥, Pirst Regiment, Arkangsas
Rational Guard in Little Rock. On June 18, 1916, President ¥Wilson,
through the Secretary of War, called into Federal service the Ko
tional Guard Troop. Company "E" of Little Rock wag ordered to Fort
Logan H. Roots and mustered into the Federal service with their Reg-
iment. They left for Deming, New Mexico, August 10, 1916, where
thoy remained in camp until February, 1917. They returned to Pors
Logan H. Roots and mustered out March, 1917. -

The Arkansas Kational Guard Troops had just gotten comfort-
ably settled in their customary ococupations when recalled into
service for the World War. In response to the ¢all of Presidang
Wilson, Company "E", with the othsr Arkansas Troops, mobilized
for service at Port Logan H, Roots on March 31, 1917. Transferred
in August to Camp Pike for guard duty, and remnined thers until
Novenber 17, 1917, when ordered to Camp Beauregard, Louisiana.
Sailed for Prance as replacemsant troop May, 1918. At Camp Beaure-
gard the Little Rock unit with the other Arkansss Troops were or-
ganized into the 153rd Infantry. During the period of training at
Camp Beauregard, prsvious to the company's departure for overseas
service, several of the men were sent to Prance as replacement
troope. Mon from the company were thus scattered all through the
army in active warfare. Members wesre in the ranks of the Hainbow
Division, Pershing's Own, and « re among the first to reack France.
The 39%h Division, of which the company was & unit, reached Prange
in August, 1918. Thoe orgunization returned to the United States in
Decomber, 1918, and was officinlly mustersd out atg Camp Beauregard,
Louisi{ana in December, 1918.

¥hen the Arkansss Gusrd was reorgsnizaed in 1921, Machine Gun
Company "H", 141st Machine Gun Battalion, was organized inm Little
Rock, Arkansas and received Federsl rscognition June 21, 1921.
The latter part of 1923 the 141st Machine Gun Baettalion was muster-
ed out of service and the units reorganized into the 208th Coasg
Artillery (AA) Regiment. Battery "H" in September, 1924 mustered
three officers and eighty enlisted men. On Septembar 1, 1932, Bat-
tery "H" was moved to Hot Springs,: Arkansas and this unit was des-
ignated Battery "A", 206th Coast Artillery (AA), (searchlightas),
and remained as a Nationsl Guerd Upit until January 6, 1941, at
which $ime it was ordered Pederalized and moved to Port Bliss, Pexas.



