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In addition to abolishing the office of the Adjutant General, the legislature also cut all
funding for the militia. Therefore, the companies that did exist were able to do so only
because of local support. Despite pleas from every governor, the legislature did not
appropriate any money for the militia until 1896 when they authorized the payment of
$839.40 for expenses incurred by the militia when it was called out during the railroad
strike of 1894.

One unit that was highly thought of was the Quapaw Guard. The company was formed
August 6, 1880 in Little Rock. In the midsummer of 1881 it spent three weeks in
Perryville where the county judge had reported a general spirit of lawlessness throughout
Perry county. The unit also distinguished itself when it won the drill competition at the
state fair, against companies from Memphis and St Louis. The Quapaw Guard’s armory
was located at the corner of Markham and Chester and was the scene of many of the cities
most elegant dinners and balls.

The McCarthy Light Guards were organized in Little Rock in October of 1887, They
were named for James H. McCarthy, a prominent local businessman, who provided the
funds for the units uniforms. And what uniforms they were! Made of blue broadcloth,
they were trimmed in red and white. The helmet was red, capped off with a white plume.
Each man carried a patent leather knapsack with the company’s name inscribed on the
back..

The McCarthy Light Guards developed quite a reputation as a competitive drill company.
In their first event they took third prize in the Interstate Competitive Drill at Galveston,
Texas in 1888. They won second prize at Atlanta in 1889, but were disqualified in the
1890 competition at Indianapolis. The company again took second prize in 1891 at
Omaha. After not competing in 1892 the McCarthy Light Guards won first prize in the
Interstate Competitive drill at Nashville, Tennessee. After that competition, they traveled
to Chicago and participated in several parades and exibition drills at the World’s Fair.
The unit took forth prize in the 1894 competition at Little Rock. That competition was
one of the largest gatherings in Arkansas history, with up to 10,000 people a day paying
to watch the drills.

However much pride these performances brought the citizen’s of Arkansas, they were no
indicative of the state of the militia as a whole. The lack of professional leadership and

absence of funds left the militia ill-prepared for the events of the late 191 century.
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