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Phone calls upset
Spouses of 212th

NORTH LITTLE ROCK —
Spouses of soldiers stationed at
Fort Hood, Texas, with the Ark-
ansas National Guard’s 212th
Signal Battalion have received
telephone calls urging them to
buy insurance and burial plots
while there’s still time,

Maj. Cissy Lashbrook, spokes-
man for the National Guard,
said today that callers tell the
wives that their husbands are
scheduled to go to Saudi Arabia
and imply that the soldiers may
not return.

“Some of them were very
upset,” she said of the spouses.
“You might want to let the publ-
ic know that they might not
want to do business with the
people who are doing this.”

There are no plans to send
the 212th to the Middle East at
this time, but “There’s always
the possibility,” Lashbrook said.

The unit will finish a training
phase at Fort Hood on March 1,
but they are not scheduled to
return home then, she said.

“They may move around the
U.S. in different areas,” after

that, Lashbrook said.

Guard officials have given no
indication how long the unit will
be mobiled, she added,

Approximately 150 members
of the 212th’s Co. B are based in
Benton. That unit, as well as
other companies of the 212th,
left for Fort Hood on Jan. 27.

A send-off sponsored by the
Benton Chamber of Commerce
drew an estimated 3,000-5,000
persons.

Other companies of the 212th
are based in North Little Rock,

Hot Springs, Pine Bluff and
Danville. The 720-member bat-
talion specializes in field tele-
phone communications using
state-of-the-art Mobile Subscrib.
er Equipment,

It was placed on alert for pos-
sible mobilation Dec. 28 The
unit had previously been placed
on alert Aug. 24, but was
removed from that status on
Sept. 29 for undisclosed reasons,

The address for members of
the 212th is: 212th Signal Bat-
talion, Fort Hood, TX 76544

Iraqi officers seek
shelter in schools

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia
(AP) — The relentless attack by
U.S. and allied war-planes has
forced top Iraqi officers to seek
protection in schools, U.S. mili-
tary officials said today.

In the last 24 hours, the offi-
cials said, the U.S. Air Force
knocked out 25 Iraqi tanks mov-
ing in enemy territory and lost
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said, “in all probability, yes.”
But he said he was not
concerned,

The general also said he
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cal roundup

la break-ins reported

JLA — Two vehicle break-ins are keeping
sy in Osceola.

<t break-in occurred in the parking lot of
Jla Memorial Hospital and was reported at
.. yesterday. The owner of the vehicle,
raber. said that an equalizer and three car
were removed. Total value of the items is
equalizer was recovered by police and two
are being sought.

~ond break-in was reported to police at 4:15
ursday. Bennie Harrington of Lexa, had
at an Osceola motel for the night. He dis-
this morning the back glass if his vehicle
1 broken, but couldn't find anything miss-

store robbed of cash

HEVILLE — Coleman’s Combo, 625 W.
., was robbed at 2:15 a.m. this morning
black male, approximately 30 years old, 5-
and 130 pounds, entered the store and pur-
several small items. He then pushed the ca-
! from the front of the cash drawer, grabbed
ul of money and ran out of the store. A
was not present or implied, police said.

wheeler stolen

1ISED LAND — Sheriff’s deputies are in-
ing the theft of a second all-terrain vehicle
his week. The four-wheeler was reported
by Carl Lucy of Promised Land and is
lo have been stolen between 12:30 p.m.
/ and noon Wednesday. The 1989 beige
1 was equipped with a gunrack and a wench
estimated value is $4,800.

ola McDonald’s safe

J0LA — Firefighters responded to a report
-at McDonald's restaurant, 801 W. Keiser, at
n. Wednesday. A vat of grease had boiled
srompting the call. No fire occurred and
1were on the scene for 10 minutes.

lent escapes to report fire

I'HEVILLE — In Monday's issue of the
- News, it was incorrectly stated that Lorine

was not home at the time a fire broke out at
kard St. Greene and a grandchild were home
ime, but escaped to report the fire.

sets homecoming kickoff

By DEB COOPER
CN Associate Editor

BLYTHEVILLE — Maj. Gen. Jack Ryan, adju-
tant general of the Arkansas National Guard,
shared with members of the Kiwanis Club his in-
sight into the role some Arkansas citizen soliders
are now playing in the Middle East.

General tells of U.S. strategy

The general said it was important to understand
what part the military is presently playing in the
Persian Gulf region and what “we might be called
todo.’

“Right now it looks like some 430,000 Iraqi troops
have been moved near the Saudi border,” he said.
“The heaviest concentration is 10 miles just inside

A GENERAL MEETT
Ryan, adjutant general of the Arka
Guard, meets a member of the Kiwa

Clab Tol-

Cooper

the Holiday Inn. The general gave an overview of

the U.S. military presence in the Persian Gulf
region

the Iraqi border but the troops are still in oftcnsive
positions, but it would be very easy for them to take
adefensive posture.”

Ryan said the Iragis were equipped
ly Soviet and French made equipment. “They have
Soviet AK-7 assault rifles, some MGG 23 aireraft
and French-built Mirage aireraft. The Iragi army
uses British (war) tactics and have also heen influ-
enced by Soviet tactics, " said the general.

He felt confident aboul the strength of American
military muscle in the area. “The Iragis just
finished an eight year war with Iran so they are
very experienced but our people are much better
trained and that should off set the experience fac-
tor.”

Some members of the 189th Tactical Air Group
based at Ft. Smith have an idea of what they may
face if confronted by some of the aircraft used by
the Irqais.

“Our F-168 flew against some French Mirages
during Maple Flag exercises held this summer in
Canada. These guys say the Mirage is beatable,”
said the general.

Presently, the U.S. has forces numbering some-
where around 150,000 in the region. The general said
the U.S. is not alone in this effort and many smaller
countries have supplied troops there.

“I was surprised to find that some of the small
countries like Bangladesh, Bharain, Pakistan and
Oman had troops there,” he said. “'1 wouldn't be
surprised to see Soviet troops there too. ™

Ryan said that no one nation “was interested ina
protracted situtation” and also said that he did not
foresee Saddam Hussein “ready to do anything
serious innature.”

He did express a concern about the recently im
posed air embargo. “This does offer an oppportuni-
ty for armed conflict but it 's a way fo keep the
pressure on frag but it may canse prol

1ght now we just want to keep the pres

Members of National Guard units and It
are part of that pressure. ““Nationwide somie 22,000
members have heen called to active duty and by
November we expect that to increase (40,000, 1t
looks to be a sustained operation,” said Kyan

There are several Arkansas units already in the
Gulf region including the 1127th Transportation Co
from Monticello and the 212th Signal Battalion from
North Little Rock has been alerted but not called to
duty.
Six firefighters from Fort Smith were called to
aclive duty and are now stationed kere at the base
(Eaker). They replaced active duty people who are
now in the Gull,” he said.

‘The general said the support for the US. effort in
Middle East lias been tremendous. ~We asked for
volunteers and in two hours had received calls from
500 people. The support from employers and com-
munities has been great. 1t makes us feel good,"” he
said

with primari-

i o
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Guard telephone battalion

awaits call, briefs lint

BY KEVIN WALKER
Democrat Staff Writer

Gov. Bill Clinton was
“briefed” Friday by members
of the 212th Signal Battalion of
the Arkansas National Guard,
who are at the Fisher Armory
in North Little Rock this week-
end preparing for the possibil-
ity of war in the Persian Gulf,

Clinton spoke with about 30
of the battalion’s 650 members,
who have been on alert since
Aug. 24. It is the only Arkansas
National Guard unit on alert
status.

He found reserve soldiers
nervous about the prospect of
war but ready - vocally so -
to do what they have been
trained for if called up.

“I'm in the military, but that
doesn’t exactly mean I'm for
war. I want to see us try to set-
tle this by peaceful means. But
if we can't, I just want us to go
in there and kick some ass,”
said one 22-year-old female
soldier from Jacksonville.

Soldiers interviewed were
told not to give their names to
reporters.

“Nobody wants to go,” said
Lt. Col. Steve Rucker, battal-
ion commander. “But we're
quietly confident we can do
the jobh.”

The 212th is one of only
three battalions trained to de-
ploy a tactical communications
system in the battlefield.

Clinton said he was inter-
ested in the capabilities of the
battalion both overseas and in
Arkansas.

“I want to know how this
battalion can help us in case of
an earthquake. This kind of
network could be especially
useful,” Clinton said.

Dr. Iben Browning, a New
Mexico climatologist, has pre-
dicted a Dec. 3 earthquake on
the New Madrid Fault, which
runs through southeastern
Missouri and northeastern Ar-
kansas,

Clinton reiterated support
for President Bush’s decision
0 deploy the military in the
Zersian Gulf, saying Ameri-
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Arkansas Democrat/John Sykes Jr.

BRIEFING — Gov. Bill Clinton talks to Lt. Col. Steve Rucker at Fisher Ar-
mory in North Little Rock on the state of readiness of the Arkansas National
Guard in case the unit gets called up to help in the Persian Guilf.

cans agree with Bush’s policy
so far.

“The question now is what
price are we willing to pay to
get Saddam Hussein out of
Kuwait, and can we do it with-
out bloodshed," Clinton said.
“We shouldn’t be judging him
(Bush), we should be honestly
examining our position.”

“It’s going to keep a lot of
people on pins and needles,”
Clinton said.

In the 10-minute “briefing”
portion of Clinton’s visit,
Rucker explained how the bat-
talion sets up a communica-
tions system.

He said the battalion's $10
million worth of equipment
makes them the “eighth largest
phone company in Arkansas.”

“We can move into a site
and have you talking to some-
body in less than an hour.”
Rucker said.

Inside the main hall of the
armory, which was already sti-
fling hot at 8 a.m.. soldiers
loaded equipment into trucks.
In a nearby room, soldiers
cleaned weapons.

Rucker said the majority of
the battalion is from Central
Arkansas. While on alert sta-
tus, all members must remain

in a location that would allow
them to reach the armory
within 24 hours.

“Itis a tough situation. What
I've told my family is not to
cancel any plans just because
I'm waiting for the call,”
Rucker said.

If called up, the 212th would
be deployed with the 3rd Sig-
nal Brigade in Ft. Hood, Texas.
The two units have trained to-
gether so “it won't be a meet
and greet situation on the bat-
tlefield,” Rucker said.

The 212th unit also has a fa-
ther and daughter in it, both of
whom said Friday they are
comforted that they would
have each other nearby if they
went to the Persian Gulf

While he would have to
leave a wife and two other
daughters behind, the 40-year-
old father said, “I guess it's
better that T'll be there with
her. We're in this together.”

The 19-year-old daughter
said while on the whole she
likes having her dad around,
things sometimes get a little
sticky.

“He sometimes has to forget
I'm his daughter, and some-
times that’s hard for him.” she
said.
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140 put on alert as 1 reservists leave

BY SANDY DAVIS

Democrat Jacksonville Bureau
Ten Navy reservists from
Little Rock boarded airplanes

Tuesday destined for active '

duty in Virginia, and another
140 Army National Guardsmen
in Monticello (Drew County)
were placed on alert.

“This is what we've been
training for,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Jim Serna, commander of the
Naval Reserve Center in Little
Rock.

The Navy reservists are as-
signed to the Navy Weapons
Station, Yorktown, Detatch-
ment C309. They will remain
stateside during their 90 days
of active duty, Serna said.

“They’ll be filling in for an
active unit that went to the
Persian Gulf,” he said. “They’'ll
be loading ships in Virginia.”

He said the detatchment
was notified Friday that it
would be shipping out Tues-
day.

Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. James
A. Ryan, adjutant general of
the Arkansas National Guard,
announced Tuesday afternoon
the 1122nd Transportation
Company at Monticello had
been placed on alert.

“We don’t know whether
they will be activated or not,”
he said. “We would expect mo-
bilization orders to follow, de-
pending upon the political de-
velopments in the Persian
Gulf.”

If mobilized, the company
would first go to Fort Sill,
Okla., where it would receive
further orders, he said.

“They might be needed as
support in the Persian Gulf or
they might be needed to fill in
for a unit here in the States.
We just don’t know,” he said.

Ryan described the 1122nd
as a ‘“surface transportation
company”’ equipped with 2%-
ton, 5-ton and semi-trailer
trucks to transport people and
equipment.

The 140 members of the
1122nd joined 650 members of
the 212th Signal Battalion in
North Little Rock who were
placed on alert Aug. 24.

Ryan said members of the
212th, who operate a high-tech
communications system, were
“anxious” because two weeks
have passed with no word on
whether they will be activated.

“This kind of leaves them in
a state of limbo,” Ryan said.
“They’'re not sure of what's
going to happen next.”

He said guardsmen on alert
can leave the state for per-
sonal trips but should be able
to return within 48 hours if
called to duty.

Ryan indicated he believes
the 212th will be activated if
the political situation doesn’t
change in Kuwait and Iraq.

“I think part of it is waiting
for transportation and deter-
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UPDATE - Maj. Gen. James A.
Ryan, adjutant general of the Arkan-
sas National Guard, on Tuesday
briefs reporters about the latest
guardsmen to be put on alert.

mining whether they're
needed over there or in the
States,” Ryan said.

“Getting the alert order, we
assume the mobilization order
will follow. The thing we don’t
know is when.”

Members of the 1122nd will

prepare for mobilization at a
regularly scheduled drill this
weekend.

“They’ll be doing things that
prepare them in the event
they're mobilized, like getting
physicals or immunizations,”
Ryan said.

The National Guard Bureau
notified Arkansas officials late
Monday of the 1122nd’s alert,

‘Ryan said, noting the Guard

had not had a chance to notify
all the company’s members.

The 1122nd is “13.5 percent
women and 67 percent minor-
ity,” Ryan said.

For the most part, Guard
members have been able to
continue with their normal
lives while waiting on word of

activation, Ryan said. \
he said some

However,
guardsmen were afraid to en-
roll in college for fear that if
they were called up, they
would lose their tuition.

“We asked the governor for
help,” Ryan said. “They went
to state colleges and requested
that tuition be refunded if we
notified them that an individ-
ual had been actually mobil-
ized and was gone.

“All of the state colleges
have agreed to do that,” he
said. “But we’ve had no rep-
sonse f{rom the private col-
leges. We have no idea
whether they're going to honor
the same thing or not. We hope
they do.”
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