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‘ EAFNIANTR R 2. I $i’iLashbrook said that all of

giving Guard 1

VIP treatment

BY SANDY DAVIS
Democrat Jacksonville Bureau

All of the 1,780 soldiers
who are part of the Arkan-
sas National Guard’s largest
call-up since World War II
are headed for Saudi Ara-
bia, a Guard spokesman
said Tuesday.

And some of the 18 home- °
towns of Guard units in-
volved in the deployment
have taken the soldiers
under their wings in ways

reminiscent of Wprlgi War ‘ '

““It has been unreal .—
overwhelming really, - how

the whole town of Harrison. |

has taken care of ‘these

boys,” Shirley Hefley -of |

Harrison (Boone County)
said. Her husband is in the
142nd Field Artillery Bri-
gade, which will be deploy-'
ing 'Srz;lturd_ay; t: R q
“The grocery stores: an
restaurants have beemrsend- .
ing food since this whole
thing started,” she said.
“These guys haven’t bought
1a Coke or a candy bar.” -
The activation of three
Guard units was announced
Saturday and, when they are

See GUARD, Page 10A
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' ‘@Dhﬂnuedfrom PageOne .
deployed, will bring the

Zgﬁ?nber of Arkansas guards- ¢

““men ‘in  Saudi Arabia to
about 2,020. :

me-That means Operation Des-

-isrt-Shield has drawn twice -as
wanhany; Arkansas guardsmen
sthan: airmen from Little Rock
i
oville, s . ;
,a’s};;;,‘—f»lt's safe to say that there
-tare about 1,000 personnel from

the base over there,” Capt.

Rick Riebeling, a LRAFB

said Tuesday.

%oikesman,
w¥That:number fluctuates every
\itﬁia -but:not by much.” ,
84.-Members of the Guard’s
$bi48th Evacuation Hospital,

headquartered at.Camp Robin-

son, the 142nd Field Artillery

“=PBrigade;—headquartered - at

Ea etteville,  and the  224th
Tk
maweére - ordered to- report for
ty,,atf their respective armor-
_brook, a Guard

spokesman,

]
A 5
L.

" 1 ing-up‘equipment and taking
care of- pgrsoqnel matters,” .

shé said:: . ;

etting their wills finished.
“They've already dictated their
wills, but some of them need to
‘have ‘them typed and signed,”
«hesaid: .

«Force Base at Jackson-

fintenarice Company, head-
3 'ttéigad,‘,at Mountain' Home, .

s~ today, Maj. Cissy Lash--

g—“a"r’ués“aa“t";‘ : _
, sm“They’lll s{)end the next few

sgetting their shots, load- thiem.”
%" 0Othiér' residents have of-

““They'1l be doing things like -

R

~éw‘i“gt»\;h'»’-gulardsmen will be given

~several> hours off Thursday ‘to

-, atyThanksgiving dinner with
.. - their families. , '

+ 9 “We had' considered having

-#Thanksgiving lunch at the ar-
es,: but. we want them to

- @avesome time with their fam-

{lies:before they leave,” Lash-
drook said. S
Hefley said her husband
#nd: several other guardsmen
fiom “the 142nd’s Battery 1
Hoadquarters in Harrison have
been at the armory “night and
day” since the unit was placed
jon:alert Friday. Coe
it 'Ill-admit we’ve shed a few

gaxs;'” she said. “But that was -

ssary".’ . o - .
Most of the time has been
ginien,,t getting records in order,
'she said. :
. ... Taking a person out of ci-
vilian'life.and into the military
‘requires a lot ¢f papers,” she

:s,ld.a‘_, e . i
: §Mé‘z’m}vhile the' town Hhas
arown its support behind the
"}gx;?le' 'said that enthusias

ley said that enthusiasm:
Wés -0 high in the area that
g Ung men, are coming in off

é’g streets asking if they can

fist ' so’ they can go with
m 0%

fered their help and support.
“4;;know everyone is hurting
mgre for.us because of the hol-
;dgs,’;’;ﬂﬁﬂey‘sald. L
y-1But Hefley. said the. north-
central Arkansa city ha: iradi-
tiontounhold.  °

ey,

g ¢ “This isn't the firsi time
-[gve’'ve sent.our boys off,” she
3¢faid. “They went in the Korean
- War, too. :
“We’re planning a parade
; and other events on Friday be-
; tween"2 and 3 to give them a
rFeal send-off.”
5h .Ihe 224th and the 142nd are
picheduled to leave Saturday
»fOr their mobilization center at
yort Sill, Okla. It is not known
whettllf they will head to Saudi

yAArabia.
sd  The 148th Evacuation Hos-
3 pital, which has 450 members
yincluding 22 doctors and 46
tqaurses. from greater Little
Rock,: will leave Monday for
dFort. Polk, La. It is also not
wknown . when that unit will
mleave for Saudi Arabia.
Lashbrook said that later
this week, members of the
J142nd would be painting des-
Seit’ camouflage on howitzers,
mobile cannons with 8-inch

sdarrels. ‘
;p, ach. of the two battalions
g, the 142nd has 12 howitzers
tothat will follow the battalions

"ot -Saudi Arabia, Lashbrook

{g‘,s he armories in the 18 cities

s and towns will be closed after

x§ amily Sugfgort Centers have

) ‘e%n ,established, Lashbrook
sai

__ The 1122nd Transportation
«Eompany of Monticello, which
as” 140 members, was de-
pl.bygidjjf’tp .Saudi Arabia on
_‘fg@leme‘,zlqth‘Medicql Company
: t?I;,akgiy;ll,lﬁg%_ wl:ilch fhasF 102
= émp,;,s;fe Tuesday for For
y A1k, and'Guard officials have
Tsand' ,‘cqmpar(xiy will also be
gent Soon to Saudi Arabia.
. Of the units called up since
she mobilization of guardsmen
hand, rmendls”  elans
&.pegan. only ‘the edica
ﬁrﬁ%’é%y e

gy
$

WF

Y o mt )Chai\lx_'lgston
sfEranklin . County), which was
é‘f%épﬁr ed Mond

ilized Monday, is expected
#;}0 remain in the states for the
woduration’ of Operation Desert
aohield. .
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Guardsmen get ‘proper send-off’

Citizens ling streets for 216th Medical Unit’s departure

BY JOE STUMPE
Democrat Staff Writer

LAKE VILLAGE — National
Guardsmen got at ;fﬂroper
i

send-off” they aren’ ely to
forget from Southeast Arkan-
sas residents Tuesda

Several _ thousang people,
many holding American flags
stood along about 30 miles o
U.S. 65 and 82 as members of
the 216th Medical Unit left
their armory here for Fort
Polk, La. e

Traffic was »‘stog’pe‘d for 15
‘minutes as two - school

bands and several lgx‘?ejtm‘cks :

turned the medical company’s
60-vehicle procession into a
arade. Intersections were
ecked with ‘red-white-and-
blue and yellow ribbons and

he town’s emergency siren

sounded at 8 a.m. _
Libby Borgognoni, presi-

. put their lives on hold

dent of the Lake Village Cham-
ber of Commerce, said the pa-
rade was inspired by the
guardsmen having to disrupt
their lives and careers to serve
their country. Most of the

guardsmen are from Southeast .

Arkansas. o .

“We felt like if they could
I , then
certainly people could take 30
minutes of their own lives to
give them a proper send-off
and their blessing and sup-
port,” Borgognoni said.

Borgognoni said sh‘é be-

-lieves most area residents

hope for “a peaceful solution”

to the Middle East crisis, but .

do not fault President Bush for
sending troops there. ‘
“The people around here
are trusting that the president
and world leaders know what'’s

going on, and we have to be
supportive of this endeavor,”
she said.

The 140 members of the
medical company were handed
fruit baskets as they left the ar-
mory, where they reported last
Thursday to prepare for their
mobilization. From Fort Polk,
some .or all may go to Saudi
Arabia as part of Operation
Desert Shield.

Schoolchildren who wanted
to watch the parade were al-
lowed to report to school late.

. Townspeople in Montrose,
Portland and Wilmot (all in
Ashley County) also turned out
to salute the guardsmen as the
procession made its way

"toward Louisiana. Police cars

escorted the convoy to the
state line.
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leaving Crops. -
for battlefield::

BY SANDY DAVIS
Democrat Jacksonville Bureau

iy

cot County man who_farms

day he doesn’t know who
will take over if his Arkan-
sas National Guard unit’is:
activated. '

women of the Guard’s 216th

nearly 800 acres said Mon- .|:. g 7
~ .. The' sergeant, who also
‘" dsked not to be identified, and

‘other -members of the 216th

“About. 100 men and |

Medical Company from
Lake Village (Chicot;
County), of which the farmer &

‘is a meinber, were placed %
be part of a  planped;
! n'ger-e

_buildup of troops in the Pe
sian Gulf.

the farmer, who asked not to
be identified, said. “I neg
to be thinking about it, but
right now I can't. The worst
thing will be leaving my
family.” e

The handful of soldiers at
the Lake Village armory. .
See GUARD, Page 8A

.
T
j“-"l.

on alert Monday and could 3

«I don’t have a solution;.=4

Guard

® Continted from Page One i
which serves as company
headquarters, was busy no-
tifying others of the alert.

_ “I really don’t think any--
one has thought about’ it,

~ LA yet, There's so much to do.
LAKE VILLAGE - A Chi- |'

We're all in a rush, but
maybe  that’'s a blessing,”
siid a company sergeant. .

were ;notified late: Sunday
night 'that they had been

placed on alert for possible

mobilization. o
“The guy who called me is a

friend, of mine,” the sergeant

said. “I thought he was joking

at first, until I realized how

‘late it was and I knew it was

for real. .

“While we’'ve known for a
long time that it could happen,
it’s still a shock when it does,”

~ heiddded.

If the company, which pro-

_vides'ground evacuations for

patients, is activated, it will re-
port to Fort Polk, La., where it
will be told of its mission, Maj.
Cissy Lashbrook, Arkansas Na-

tional Guard representative,

said Monday.

- Lashbrook said she did not
know. when those orders would
be made. “I can’t speculate on
that,” she said.

The notice comes on the
heels of President Bush’s an-
noucement Friday that there
would be another massive de-
ployment of troops to the Mid-
dle East.

While no troop deployment
figures were released, it was
estimated that another 100,000
would be added to the more
than 320,000 already there.

The only Guard units identi-
fied as destined for the Per-

sian Gulf in the Friday an-.

> e oA |
nouncement are three that are
considered “combat ready.”

A Pentagon representative
said Monday he could not con-
firm that the Lake Village
company had been placed on
alert, - but “everyone has.to
know that a massive buildup
like the.one planned will re-
quire the activation of more
Guard units who will be de-
ployed to the gulf region.”

Newspapers and television
‘stations were notified of the
alert Friday afternoon by
Lashbrook’s office. o

“We really thought the mo-
bilization orders would follow
earlier today,” Lashbrook said.
“But they didn’t.”

The company is commanded
by Capt. Randall ‘C. Carey.
Twenty-seven percent of its
members are women and 63
percent are minority.

‘Last week an identical unit,

the 206th Medical Unit at

Charleston (Franklin. County),
was activated. However, that
unit was told Friday it proba-

~ bly will remain at Fort Polk,

which is also its mobilization
station, for the duration of its
active duty.

The sergeant said the com-
pany was having difficulty no-
tifying its members of the an-
nouncement. '

“A lot of our members are in
the deer woods hunting,” the
sergeant said about 4 p.m.
“We’ve had some problems no-
tifying them, but we're in a lot
better shape than I thought
we’d be in at this time.”

He sergeant said his wife
was taking the news “as well as
can be expected.”

He also has three children.
“My least one, who's 10, is real
upset. She doesn’t like it too
well. My 16-year-old is old
enough to understand, but she
doesn’t like it too well either.
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Another
state unit
off to guif

By John Reinan
Gazette Staff

Another contingent of Arkansans soon
will be on its way to military duty in the
Persian Gulf.

The 374th Medical Detachment, an air
ambulance unit of the Army Reserve
! based at Adams Field in Little Rock,
likely will be in Saudi Arabia by Christ-
mas, its commander said Monday.

Also Monday, an Arkansas Army Na-
tional Guard medical unit based in Lake
Village — the 216th Medical Company —
was alerted for possible mobilization at a
later date.

The change in the status of the two
medical units means more than 2,200
people in Arkansan-based units are either
on active duty or on alert in support of
Operation Desert Shield, the U.S. mili-
tary buildup in the Persian Gulf.

Unit

3215t Materiel (siqummm
Center U.S. Army Reserve ©~ © .'

1122nd Transportation c::mpany
Atkansas Army thna! Guan:l

216th Mo&cd Company SR s
Arkansas Army National Guard

Medical Company"
Arkansas Army Nanonal Guard

Tactical Airiift
mswmw

Number
of members

Arkansans acti&ated for Operation Desert Shield

Current
., Status

Little Rock

: 'thﬂ\ﬁliaga

Churleston

on alert, sd'deIed

The 374th will mobilize Thursday, its
commander, Maj. Darrell Bright, said
Monday. Upon mobilization, the unit will
depart for Fort Sill, Okla., for training
and equipment refitting. Bright said he
anticipated the 374th would be on its way
to Saudi Arabia from Fort Sill “in some-
what less than a month.”

“We've had our button pushed,” Bright

Gazene SLaff

said of the unit, which was activated last

weekend.

“It’s been all elbows around

here ever since — we've hardly had time

to look up.”

The 374th transports wounded soldiers
using six UH-1 (Huey) helicopters. Most
of the 374th’s approximately 76 members

Buildup

Continued from Page 1A

are Arkansans, Bright said, but
others are from Texas, Missouri
and Tennessee. About 8 percent of
the unit’s members are women, he
said. The 374th counts no doctors
or nurses among its members,
Bright said: “They're all aviation
types.”

The 216th has about 100 mem-
bers who provide ground evacua-
tion of patients, Maj. Cissy Lash-
brook, a spokeswoman for the
Arkansas National Guard, said in a
statement released Monday. The

unit’s makeup is 27 percent women
and 63 percent minority. Its com-
mander is Capt. Randall C. Carey.

When the 216th is mobilized,
Lashbrook said, it will proceed to
Fort Polk, La. Lashbrook said she
did not know the “higher head-
quarters” to which the 216th would
be assigned, nor could she say
whether the unit would be sent to
Saudi Arabia or whether it would
remain in the United States to
replace a regular Army unit sent to
the gulf.

The actual mobilization date of
the 216th hasn’t been determined
yet, Lashbrook said.
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Crisis in the Middle East

Nearly 1,800 guardSmen
from Arkansas put on alert

Continued from Page 1A

something.”

Yet Power, who has never been
alerted before, said he is ready to
do what he has to. .

“I’'ve been wearing a uniform 20
years,” he said. “It’s a serious situ-
ation and whatever it takes to keep
ur country like it is I'm willing to
serve.”

Capt. Everett Payne, battery
;ommander and full-time em-
ployee at the National Guard Ar-
mory in Fayetteville, said leaving
for Saudi Arabia isn’t as hard to
Jeal with as leaving his wife, son
and another child who is on the
way.

But Payne, 29, said country
:omes first. :

“If we're needed that’s where we
want to be,” Payne said. “You deal
with it however you can, but it’s
simply that when you’re in the role
that we’re in this is always a possi-
oility.”

Payne said it’s hard for family
members to deal with the depar-
ture of a loved one. Communica-
tion is the key, he said.

“It’s just a matter of talking,”
Payne said.

Adjutant Gen. James A. Ryan of
the Arkansas National Guard, said

at a press conference Thursday
that actual mobilization dates to
Saudi Arabia would be announced
later by the National Guard Bu-
reau in Washington.

Ryan said Thursday’s callup
brings to about 1,900 the number
of Guard members now on alert in
Arkansas. He said 2,140 soldiers or
about 22.1 percent of the Arkansas
Army National Guard is on active
duty or on alert.

Of that number, 100 members
had been activated for movement
to mobilization stations and 140
members had been deployed in
Saudi Arabia, he said.

“I'm really not in a position to
comment on exactly what the rea-
sons are [for the alert],” Ryan said.
“I was asked this morning why we
had so many, and the response to
that was we have very good units.
We have done a good job in train-
ing units to be combat ready. We
have some of those units that are in
need for Desert Shield.”

The 216th Medical Company of
the Arkansas Army National
Guard, based in Lake Village, was
alerted Thursday it would be mobi-
lized Saturday and would depart to
Fort Polk, La. Tuesday. Also, three
other units, including 22 doctors,
were placed on alert.

Ryan also said military officials
did not know where the 216th
Medical Company would go after
leaving Fort Polk or what it’s mis-
sion would be.

The 296th Medical Company in
Charleston was mobilized Thurs-
day and will leave for Fort Polk
Monday. That company is sched-
uled to stay in the United States.
The 1122nd Transportation Co., of
Monticello was deployed to Saudi
Arabia on Nov. 1.

According to a news release, the
mission of the 224th Maintenance
Company company, which would
be mobilized to Fort Sill, Okla., is
to occupy unit areas and attain
operational readiness, support
corps units, provide maintenance
support to non-divisional units
and provide backup direct mainte-
nance support to divisional units.

The 148th Evacuation Hospital
is capable of servicing 450 beds,
Ryan said. The doctors in the unit
are from all over the state so one
town won’t be affected dispropor-
tionately. The unit’s mission is to
provide hospitalization for all clas-
ses of patients. The hospital’s mo-
bilization station would be Fort
Polk, La.

The 142nd Field Artillery Bri-
gade, has 10 units and 1,085 mem-

Arkansas Guard units alerted
National Guard units placed on alert Thursday.

bers. It’s mission is to provide field
artillery fire support to combat
units.

The location of the brigade’s
units and the number of members
in each unit are: Harrison, 125
members; Bentonville, 100 mem-
bers; Springdale, 90 members;
Rogers, 90 members; Berryville, 80
members; Fort Smith, 120 mem-
bers; Van Buren, 85 members; Si-
loam Springs, 90 members; Ozark,
105 members; and Lincoln, 65
members.

Each of the units would prepare
for mobilization during a training
assembly scheduled for the week-
end, Ryan said.

Ryan said each of the soldiers
would be given a detailed briefing
about the mission of each of their
units. When the units are mobi-
lized family support centers will be

opened at the armories to provide .

Unit Size Locatlon

224th Maintenance Co. 280 Mountain Home
Marshall
Russellville

148th Evacuation Hospital 415, including Camp Robinson

' 22 doctors and  in North Little Rock
46 nurses

142nd Field Artillery 1,085 Fayetteville Fort Smith
Harrison Van Buren
Bentonville  Siloam Spgs
Springdale  Ozark
Rogers Lincoin
Berryville

Gazetie Staf

assistance and information.

, He also said he did not see at this
time any possibility of any of the
state’s infantry units being called

“The infantry units we have are
what we call straight infantry
units,” Ryan said. “They are not
mechanized, not armor units. The
need seems to be in Operation
Desert Shield for either mecha-
nized or armor units.”

Ryan said the number of guarc
members on alert had caused mili-
tary officials to rethink plans tc
have an earthquake drill nexi
month on the dates a scientist has
forecast one.

He said the Arkansas Guard had
begun making contacts with neigh-
boring states to see how many of
their units had been alerted.

— John Rice of the Gazette stafi
contributed to this report.
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"Rydn, adjutant general

| sonnel involved in Opera-

A

4780 troops
i n state Guard.
‘now on alert

/BY SANDY DAVIS
i Democrat Jacksonville Bureay K

/" More than 1,780 members
of the Arkansas Army Na-:
tional Guard, including a
combat artillery brigade,
were placed on alert Thurs-
day and may become part of
President Bush’s second
massive buildup of troops in
the Persian Gulf. g
- YIf all of these are called
up, it will be the largest :
call-up since World War IL,” 3
sail Maj. Gen. James

Gifird, at a news conferenc
at .Guard headquarters at
Camp Robinson. .
Thursday’s announcé-:
w_t brings the number of,
ansas Army: Guard per-

the Arkansas Nationa%

Jiion Desert Shield to 2,120,
«orabout 22,1 percent of its.
{total personnel, Ryan said. "
Ryan - said he learned-
édnesday that Arkansas
as one of 24 §tates whose

1 .. See GU@RD, Page 10A-
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Arkansas Democrat

On home front, relatives fight fears with faith

BY SANDY DAVIS
Democrat Jacksonville Bureau

As the beat of the war
drums quickens, so increases
the anxiety of Arkansans with
loved ones in the Persian Gulf.

A North Little Rock father
of two choked back tears as he
talked last week about how he
juggles his fears about his
wile's safety with the comfort
he must give his two young
sons who are (rying to deal
with the absence of their
soldier/mother.

The pregnant wife of a

War jitters
affecting
campuses

BY TERRY LEMONS

Democral Stalf Writer

Students feel fear and ten-
sion mounting on the state's
college campuses as the nation
edges toward war

With classmates joining Na-
tional Guard units in Saudi
Arabia, many Arkansas college
students find themselves
touched by a potential war for
the first time.

Students, professors and ad-
ministrators say that, so far,
most of those on the state's
campuses seem supportive of
American action.

But like other campuses
across the nation, isolated
anti-war sentiments seem to be
growing in recent days among
some Arkansas students. Many

v damite Find ihanes alvne traan

McGehee soldier said she is
praying, “Please God. let me
just talk to my husband before
Monday.”

A Eudora mother wondered
how she will keep “daddy alive
in our 2-year-old daughter's
mind.”

A Jacksonville mother has
peacefully accepted the fate of
her son, a member of the 82nd
Airborne Division. Her anger
lies with the U.S. Congress and
its inability to present a united
voice to Irag’s Saddam
Hussein.

MISSING FLOCK

The Rev. Glen Bolding preaches
Io a practically emply house recently at his North Hills

Each of these Arkansans
said they were watching
Wednesday when the peace
talks between U.S. Secretary
of State James Baker and Iraq
Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz
failed to defuse the crisis.

“I was on my way home from
the doctor,” Cheryl Bailey, 26,
of McGehee said. “1 didn't ex-
pect a lot out of the talks, but I
had to pull my car over to the
side of the road when I heard.
‘This is it. It's really going to
happen,’ I thought.”

Bailey. who is about six

months pregnant, said she 1s
pretty sure her husband, Army
Spe. Kelly Bailey, 22, won't be
home when the baby arrives.

Kelly Bailey is a member of
the Arkansas Army National
Guard's 216th Medical Com-
pany in Lake Village and was
deployed to Saudi Arabia Dec.
30

“I haven't heard from him
yet. As the days click off to the
15th, I pray, ‘Please God, let
me just talk to my husband be-
fore Monday,’ " she said. “I
know I need to talk to him be-

Arkansas Democrat Larty Trussell

Missionary Baptist Church in Little Rock. The two peo-
ple in the audience were his wile and gran'

fore then."”

Mrs. Bailey said she and her
daughter by a previous mar-
riage, Rebekah, 6, have “good
days and bad days."

“Rebekah is taking it more
mature now. At first, though, it
went straight to her heart and I
had to take her to counseling
once.”

Before their lives were in-
terrupted, Kelly Bailey worked
at a lumber company.

“He had a regular job, eight
to flive each day,” his wife said.
“He was a weekend warrior

Work on

and he never ever thought any-
thing like this would hapoven.

“In the beginning he held
up pretty good. But when he
came home for Christmas, he
broke down. He said, ‘I'm re-
ally, really, scared.” He's only
22 years old and he's about to
go to war.

“I told him if you don't do
anything else, please hold on
to your faith. It's all that’s con-
necting me to you."

Martha Hale, 33, of Eudora
said she is “very depressed

See GUARD, Page 2B

U.S. 71

predicted to take
up to 9 more years

BY MARVON JOHANSEN BROWNING
Democrat Stall Writer

It could be as many as nine
more years before the new
U.S. 71 between Interstate 40
at Alma (Crawford County) and
the Missouri state line is fin-
ished.

Work on upgrading the high-
way dates as far back as Janu-
ary 1968, when the Arkansas
Highway and Transportation
Department contracted for
grading and structures on the
two-lane Fayetteville loop
(original U.S. 71 bypass).

The estimated completion
date for the entire project is
! “oar 2000, said Bill Stan-

U.S. 71 update
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Congress’ vote to approve war

BY RANDY LILLESTON
Democrat Washington Bureay

WASHINGTON - On three
gray, snowy. wet days here at
the end of last week, Congress
made history.

Saturday's votes. constitut-
ing a virtual declaration of war
against Iraq, were actually an-
ticlimactic.

When Senate Minority
Leader Robert Dole, R-Kan.,
introduced a resolution late
Friday that would give Presi-
dent Bush virtual war power.
the outcome was virtually as.
sured.

There was no reason to in-
troduce the resolution. and po-

Letter from é
Washington

By Randy Lilleston

tentially embarrass the presi-
dent, if the votes weren't there
to pass it in the Senate. There
never had been much doubt in
the House that Bush would get
what he wanted. The battle
was over in Congress.

But if you ever wanted to
see the democratic process in
action. the way idealists think
it should work, the Persian
Gulf debate made for the ideal

chance.

There were speeches. And
more speeches. And more
speeches. The House went at it
from 9 a.m. Friday until 4 a.m.
Saturday. non-stop, then
started up again five hours
later. C-SPAN and PBS carried
it all, live.

Senators and congressmen
genuinely wrestled with their
consciences. Although the
Democratic leadership in both
the House and Senate pushed
resolutions that were doomed
to failure, there were no prom-
ises of retribution when rank-
and-file Democrats didn't go
along.

The visitors' galleries were
packed. Hundreds of people
waited in line outside the

House and Senate chambers to.

get a chance to watch the de-
bate. With the exception of a
minor incident in the Senate
gallery, in which a few protest-
ers disrupted proceedings for
a short time, there were no
problems.

“The debate on these reso-
lutions has been the best. most
sincere. and most thoughtful I
have ever heard in the Sen-
ate,” Sen. Dale Bumpers. D-
Ark., said when that debate
was finished. “I think every

1 ac abed ‘QIINAAS ¢
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and worried” about her hus-
band. Sgt. Kenny Ray Hale. 28,
who is also in the 216th Medi-
cal Company.

“I'm just trying to face real-
itv.” she said of the failed
peace talks. “I hope and pray
he’ll be home soon. but I have
to face the other possibitity.”

Mrs. Hale said her husband
was able to get through to her
on the telephone at 3:45 a.m.
Jan. 6.

“His spirits were good. He
said about 800 to 900 troops
were staying in a warehouse.
They were all sleeping under
one roof. He said it was cold at
night and the customs in that
country are terrible. He's kind
of afraid to go into town for
fear he'll get in some kind of
trouble.”

Mrs. Hale said she is “dis-
gusted with Hussein. I don't
understand why he doesn't
want peace.

“Bush is gung-ho for war. I
only hope Congress can find a
peaceful resolution so our men
can come home."

The Hales have two chil-
dren - Greg, 10, and Amy, 2.

“Greg and | write him let.
ters every other day” Mrs.
Hale said. “He is lonesome. He
misses Greg and he's worried
that Amy will grow up without

[ ]
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him.”

To keep “daddy fresh in
Amy's mind.” the Hale’s made
video cassette tapes of him be-
fore he left.

“Now, she watches those
tapes.” Mrs. Hale said.

For now, the family is hold-
ing up well.

“All we can do is hope and
pray,” she said. choking back
tears.

Becky Brooks of Jackson-
ville said she is at peace with
the fact her son, Kenny, 26. a
member of the Army's 82nd
Airborne Division, is in Saudi
Arabia.

“He is a precious young
man. He's doing what he wants
to do. He's where is supposed
to be. I have peace about that
and I'm sorry for those people
who don't.” she said as she sat
in her office at Doug Wilkinson
Realty in Jacksonville.

"My prayer for him is that
he is protected.” she said. “I'm
more upset about Congress
and the message they're send-
ingto Iraq.

“If Congress votes against a
resolution supporting the pres-
ident. I'll lead a march down
Main Street,” she said. “Aziz
was laughing at us at his news
conference (after the peace
talks failed). It was almost a
look of mockery.”

Sgt. 1st Class Eddie Newton,
35. said he is taking it one day
at a time since his wife, Mari-
lyn Sue Newton, 33, went on

active duty Nov. 21.

Both of the Newtons were "

full-time Guard members be-
fore Operation Desert Shield
began. But only Mrs. Newton’s
unit, the 224th Maintenance
Company of Russellville, has
been mobilized. She is sched-
uled to depart today for Saudi
Arabia.

The Newton's have two chil-
dren, Seth, 7, and Aaron, 5.

“It's been difficult, but each
of us has had to be away before
for weeks at a time when we at-
tended schools for the Guard,”
he said.

Newton gets emotional only
when he is asked how the chil-
dren are handling their
mother's absence.

“Aaron, well, he's just 5. We
talk about her going to Saudi
Arabia but he really doesn't
understand.” Newton said.
“But Seth does understand
and he gets real emotional.”

Newton said he is particu-
larly anxious because his
wife's unit is expected to be
stationed about 100 miles from
the Kuwaiti border. “That's
pretty close.”

And of the failed peace
talks, “I'm hoping Hussein will
back down. I'm nervous. I
think about it a lot.” he said.
“It doesn't look good, but I still
have hope.”

P PSS-S S I b W

Retreat

® Continued from Arkansas Page
ing tired and frustrated after
trying to put together a con-
sensus list of proposed cuts in
order of priority. Possible cuts
would eliminate athletics,
some bus transportation and
some academic electives like
advance placement and upper-
level foreign language courses.
An unknown number of em-
ployees will be laid off,

Debate at the retreat
focused on two areas: The im-
portance of academics over
athletics and the need to move
forward - not backward - on
affirmative action.

“It's a tough decision.”
board member Gene Goss said
of the proposed cuts. “None of
this is going to be easy.”

Superintendent Bobby Les-
ter said the district faces a
cash shortage this fall and
needs to be ready to make mil-
lions of dollars in cuts that
would start to go into effect
July 1.

Lester said Sunday he did
not know how much would
need to be cut or how many
district employees may lose
their jobs.

The first sign may come
from the conclusion of ongoing
teacher-contract negotiations.
No deadline has been set on
the negotiations.
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while having no say in the resolu-
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Communication can be broken
down in three categories: infor-
mation, misinformation and dis-
information. Information is based
infactand misinformation is based
on fiction. Disinformation comes
when people speak around the
question instead of to the ques-
tion,

The representatives of the Ar-
kansas Army National Guard who
appeared before a meeting of the
216th Family Support Group
Thursday night were practiclon-
ers of disinformation.

The Little Rock contingent ap-
peared condescending, aloof and
unconcerned about the worries of
the family members of the 218th.
Only when pressed did a direct
answer come to a quesilon.
~ We understand the Guard is in
a tight spot. They are the ones
who have to face the complaints
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According to the inforrnation we can get at the state level
the 216th Medical Company (Amb.) will be the ONLY Nationat'
Guard unit that will stifl be in the Persian Gull when the state

.

guaf

e. The concern of tle

Family Support Group in Lake Village was expressed to

Bring the 216th Home with the Rest!
honors "ail" the troops with a weekend tribute. heralded as:
the largest parade ever in the state. There are promises to "do,
everything possible” to get them home socner than the
“rumored” November date while we are told no other

unit will be there after the Julv dat.

Comrnand Sgt. Major Stanley Hicks, Public Affairs officet

It's time to come home

Theinformation from the Guard
was contradictory, at best, On the
one hand they told family mem-
bers not (o believe rumors, and
yet they chose o instil] hope that
the unit would be back earlier
than the “rumored” November
date,

We are concerned that on a
recent trip to Saudi Arabia, CSM
Stanley Hicks and public affairs
officer Major Cissy Lashbrook had
trouble finding the location of the
216th. Granted, communications
aren't the best but certainly they
should have had an idea where to
look for them rather than running
down Arab highways searching
forambulances with hogs painted
on them. This doesn't speak well
for organization,

All through the meeting, Hicks
and Lashbrook refterated the point
that the 216th's “mission” was
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group's “mission" was the provide
supporl o our troops in a combat
siluation, From what we have
been able (o glean, they did a
superb job of that.

Probably the biggest complaint
we have with this whole scenario
Is that ambulance companles
within theé regular military have
returned stateside while our Na-
ttonal Guard untt staye in the
Middle East. Ourinformation from
the Guard In Little Rock indicates
this has indeed occurred.

We are now officlally at peace,
with the signing of the treaty es-
tablishing the United Nation's
peace-keeping force. That should
signal the end of the national
emergency, which was the reason
our unit was called up to begin
with,

To our thinking, {t's now time
for the guardsmen to come home.
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Lake Village sends off 216th unit

By Toya Hill :
Gazette Staff )

It was a send-off fit for a king, Lake Village
officials said.

With streets lined with spectators, ribbons
adorning the main intersection, and the local
fire house whistle blowing, the town of Lake
Village bid farewell to the 216th Medical Com-
pany in grand parade style, said Libby Borgog-
noni, Chamber of Commerce president.

“It was a sight to behold,” she said. “From the
armory all the way for miles we had the people
to arrive on cars on the shoulders of the
highways.” ,

The unit was escorted by police “all the way to
the Louisiana line,” Borgognoni said. - ]

The 216th, an Arkansas National Guard unit,
left Lake Village about 8 a.m. Tuesday headed
for Ft. Polk, La. The units activation is part of a
host of call ups involving Arkansas guardsmen
and reservists for Operation Desert Shield.

- To date, Arkansas has about 2,645 part-time
troops either on alert, activated, or in Saudi
Arabia.

Today, three more guard units officially go

... active duty — the 224th Maintenance Com-

pany, the 148th Evacuation Héspital, and the
142nd Filed Artillery Brigade. They will leave

for their mobilization stations Nov. 24 and 26. -
In Lake Village, more than 1,000 people

turned out for the units’ departure, Borgognoni
said. ‘ Co L s
A parade, which included the 216th unit, local
high school bands and the Lake Village police

and fire departments, marched from the na- :
tional guard armory north, and ultimately -
ended up traveling west on state Highway 82, :

she said. 5
“It'was just so poignant and touching,” Bor-

gognoni said. ““The women especially were just

crying.” ' ’ '

“We all felt like that because they were
disrupting their lives, that. the least the town

people could do was to take up about 30'minutes
of their time,” she said, adding that school was
even closed for the farewell. : '

The send-off was especially meaningful for
Tarncy Olivi, who said goodbye to her oldest
son Glen Olivi, 20.

“I couldn’t believe the celebration,” she said.
“The town actually gave them the biggest
send-off.”

‘“When they went through Portland I heard
they were all smiling,” Olivi said.

As the troops traveled through the towns of
Montrose, Portland, and Wilmot citizens of
th(ils.e communities also came out to wish them
we

Several town clubs also prepared care pack-
ages which went with the unit when they left,
and one local bank is planning on erecting a
billboard with the name and address of every-
one on the unit for people to write to them.

“I think we just all can’t believe where they’re
actually going to end up,” Olivi said. “I guess it
finally sank in.”

?"‘(’il‘he;e’s plenty of prayers being said,” she
said. '

Members. of the 224th, 148th and 142nd are

-expected to report to their armories today to
‘pack up for mobilization, and on Friday an

advance party from the units will leave to
prepare for their arrivals, Maj. Cissy Lash-
brook, a guard spokesperson, said.

The guardsmen, however, will be allowed time
off for about three hours on Thursday - to
celebrated Thanksgiving with their families,
she sdid. ’
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