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Battle of Jonesboro

An airplane bearing tear-gas bombs
zoomed down upon small Jonesboro, Ark,
one day last week. The National Guard
stood ready with machine guns and fixed
bayonets, Would there be marlial Jow?
Arkansas’ Governor Harvey Parnell sent
len State Highway policemen. Local po-
lice were practically of no use; ihey
wanted {o take sides and get in the battle
themselves, For of Joneshoro's 10,000~
odd inhabitants, fully 7,000 were enjoying
a hreath-taking series of revival-meetings,
ncar-riots, brawls and courlroom scenes,

Rev. Joe Jeffers, 33, Baplist evangelist,
had arrived in Jonesboro for a scries of
meetings, Short, bespectacled, he was a
rousing, tingling exhorter. 1t was known
that he had been shot at twice last spring
when he was lambasting St. Louis in a
campaign Lo clean up gambling. Jones-
horo was glad o bave him back, especially
when he went at once to shout defiance
at his rival, Rev, Dow H. Heard, 38, red
haited, rangy, lantern-jawed, pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Evangelist Jeffers,
Joneshoro believed, was trying to oust
Mr. Heard from his pastorate. Fe had
accused Mr, Ieard of immoralily in Big
Spring, Tex. Some of Evangelisl Jeffers’
men started in an automobile to Big
Spring to obtain affidavils substantinting
the charge. Quickly two friends of Mr.
Heard flew to Big Spring, returned with
alfidavils declaring the charges untrue.

That night a meeting was held in Lhe
First Baptist Church. Quiclly began the
whitewashing of Mr. Heard. A quarrel
broke out. George Cox, his son George
Cox Jr., strapping football player of the
University of Arkansas, and J. W. Cox, a
chiropractor, jumped on Dr. Henry Lile,
a dentist. At once Foothaller Cox was ar-
rested, dragged off to jail.

Evangelist Jeflers and soo of his sup-
porters followed Lo the courthouse. There
they began singing hymns, Mayor Her-
bert J. Bosler ordered them Lo stop.
“Then el us pray Tor 2 minutel” eried
Lvangelist Jeffers, He knelt on the courl-
house steps, prayed for four minules.
Time was up, said the Mayor, “May God
strike the Mayor dead!” shouted the
Evangelist, as his followers rained blows
on Mayor Bosler and Chief of Police
W. C. Cruig. Deputies broke up the meet-
ing.

Sputiering, outraged, Mayor DBosler
sent & lelegram Lo the Governor, asking
for troops, Capt, Harry E: Eldridge of
the R. O. T, C of the Siate Agricultural
College at Joneshoro and Blytheville Na-
tional Guard mustered 7¢ guardsmen, tele-
graphed the Governor: “Thousands of
lives are endangered, . . . Decltre mar-
tinl law now or shoot down 1,000 church
members with machine guns.” The Gov-
ernot sent his personal secrelary. Came
150 more Nationnl Guardsmen,

Into Evangelist Jeffors' hig tent crowded
5,000 excited peaple. Guardsmen trained
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machine guns upon them. Capt. Eldridge

warned Evangelist Jeffers to cease his

“slanderous attacks.” Retorted Evangelist
Jeffers: “I take orders from no one except

God." DPerspiring, Capt, Eldridge waited.

“If the Rev, Joe Jelfers makes any more

dirty cracks . . " he said, “‘we'll take

him and his tent out of town.” Trembling

with excilement the town waited, '

Troops assembled next day at the court-
house. Tollowers of Evangelist  Jeffers
waved Bibles, sang hymns. Foothaller
Cox, his father, and Dentist Lile were
tried for assault. The case against Father
Cox was dismissed. The olher Lwo were
fined $5 cach. Evangelist Jeffers was nol
present, hut reiferated (hat he would stay
in town until “the church gets a real pas-
tor.” Glumly, Joneshoro went about its
accustomed work, wondered what it had
been so excited about,
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Comforting Coadjutor

Being Bishop Condjulor of a diocese in
he Prolestant Episcopal Chureh menns
lots of work, litile money, little kixlog——
unless you are an astute politician. In
seclusion lnst week Lhe tecfor of a rich,
socialite church was Urying Lo decide
whether he wanded Lo be a Bishop Coad-
Jutor. The diocese of Connegticut had
nonet since 1928 Bishap Bdwaed Crmpion
Acheson had been his own Contljutor,
Now he had found he nceded an nasislanl,
A divcesan convention was held in Chrisl
Church Cathedrad, Flartford, Chief ctindi.
dates werp igh Churchman Rev, Dr,
Samuel Smith Drory, reclor of St Payl’s
Schoal (Concord, N, 11.); Low Church-
min Rev, D, Howard Chandler Rohbins,
onetime dean of the Cathedral of S, John
the Divine who 2 week before had been
helaboring his aldtime superior, Bishop
William Thomas Manning of New Vork
(T, Sept. 14) 3 and Middle Churchman
Rev. Dr. Irederick Grandy Budlang, rec-
tor of Christ Church, Greenwich, just re-
turned from junketing in Paris  Soon as
halloting hegan, the race wag hetwern Dr,
Rolhins and Dr, Budlong. On the fourth
hatlot Dr, Budlong was elected, sublect 1o
ratification by this week’s Genern] Cone
vention in Denver, He Uanked his plee-
Lors, said he would seck relepse from his
Grml':nwich parish befere accepting defi-
nitedy,

Born 50 years ago in Camden, N, Y,
Dr. Budlong cid missionary work in south-
ern Minnesota, held parishes in St, I'aul,
Winnetka, 111, Chicago and Piltshurgh he-
fore going to Creenwich in 19:3. He is
grey-haired, affable, plays p fair game of
golf al Round il Cleh. TFor Independ-
cil Syndicate Inc, he writes a daily “Word
of Comforl” {o be used at the head of
obiluary nolices in newspapers of 30
States. Sample: “Do you fecl that, your
life is in complete disareay and 1hat you
are 0 victim of hopeless bewilderment P
Lay hold upon certain pivolnl facls: God
loves you; the earthly life is preparalion
for a richer Jife heyond'™: ele, ofc,

Friends of Dr. Budlong thought e
would accept the Bishe) Coadiutorship,
11 he does so he will give up o Pleasanely
micldle-of-the-rond-ish parish; a salary of
$r2.000a year: a large residence; an aulo-
mabile; an impressive zocialite CONEregn-
tion. As Bishop Condjulor he wauld gel
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