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MITSUBISHI S-00 ZERO

During World War I1I it was common prac-
tice for aviation writers to refer to the Jap-
anese Mitsubishi S-00 Zero as being overrated,
inferior, and a deathtrap for its pilot. None of
these statements was true. In its day the Zero
was the world’s greatest carrier-based fighter
and more than equal to anything the United
States had to pit against it in combat.

This superiority of the Zero was to continue
for many months after the outbreak of war in
the Pacific. It outflew and outfought the
P-36A Mohawk, P-39 Airacobra, P-40 Toma-
hawk, and F4F Wildcat. During this period
the American pilots learned that it was better
to try to get above a formation of Zeros and
dive through them with guns blazing, without
stopping to give combat.

All of Japan’s top aces scored the major
part of their victories while flying Zeros. The
highest-ranking of these was Hiroyoshi Nis-
hizwa, who was credited with no less than 103
confirmed Kkills. Japan’s greatest living ace,
Saburo Sakai, who scored sixty-four victories,
also used a Zero to shoot down five B-17 Fly-
ing Fortresses, according to his own personal
story, during a single fight.

42

Japanese

The first experimental model of the Zero
was completed on March 16, 1939; six months
later the plane was accepted by the Japanese
Navy and ordered into production. Improve-
ment followed improvement, each of these
delaying delivery schedules. By the time of
the Pearl Harbor attack, the Japanese Navy
had less than 500 Zeros in active service. Be-
fore the last shot was fired in the war, 10,938
Zeros had been delivered.

While the Zero was once the greatest fighter
of its type, development did not continue rap-
idly enough. By 1943, the newer Allied air-
planes were able to run rings around the once-
deadly enemy, shooting it down in whole-
sale numbers.

The best armament arrangement on any
production Zero consisted of two 20-milli-
meter cannon and four machine guns. A single
550-pound bomb could also be slung under
the fuselage for dive-bombing missions.

Other data (Model 53C): Wing span, 36
feet 1 inch; length, 29 feet 9 inches; engine,
1,120-h.p. air-cooled radial Nakajima Sakae;
loaded weight, 6,026 pounds; maximum speed,
346 m.p.h.; service ceiling, 35,100 feet.

American test pilots found performance of captured Zeros amazing.

(U. S. Navy)
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Planes of the Pacific

Virtually all the American planes that
saw service in Europe were also used in
the Pacific, but the reverse was not al-
ways the case. The outstanding example
was the huge B-29 Superfortress, which
bombed only Japanese targets. American
carrier planes also did most of their work
in the Pacific: the Hellcat, the Corsair
(flown by Marine squadrons), and the
Avenger torpedo-bomber. The Japanese
carrier-based Nakajima B5SN1 (“Kate” in
the American code-name system) played
a leading part in the Pearl Harbor attack.
The Zero-sen, though a good plane, had
an early reputation out of all proportion
to its abilities. The “Tony,” a formidable
high-altitude fighter, caused much worry
when it began attacking B-29’s over Ja-
pan in the last months of the war. The
Japanese Navy's two-engine land-based
bomber was the “Betty”; its lack of ar-
mor made it very vulnerable. Although
the B-25 Mitchell served around the
world, its most spectacular role was in
the Pacific, when these normally land-
based bombers took off from a carrier
with the Doolittle raiders to attack
Tokyo. And the P-40 Warhawk was best

known, with a shark’s mouth painted

under its nose, as the plane of the Fly-
ing Tigers in Burma and China.

KAWASAKI HIEN “TONY"
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Massacre Bay, 3,000 or 4-,000 )rards inland, and lhe valleys leading to Chichagof Harbor. % The beaches
of Chuhagof Harbor and thz Bay were strongly_defended agamst frontal attacks, but no protection
i Bay, and some of our forces landed there unopposed.

ed—and i8 still using—in the Southwest Pacific.

Though he lacked fohage aq@_;,mplcal growth ) éprcd excellent camouflaged positions, and dotted
the terrain with fox holes, t\gggman caves and hl, x;mchme gun ‘and mortar positions. % Enemy rifle

and the sniping, though annoymB was never a serious hindrance to our

progress. But, in the early stages of the fight, sm apanese with light machine guns and

"khe 50- (dlled ‘knee mortar" often had our troeh"’; huggmg th ground unable to advance. % The con-
qrch thoroughly every square foot of area to our rear
: rs at a time. Their rifles and machine
‘The enemy on repeated occasions

‘has been said that the Japanese attack

pirit was shown by the small number

ctﬁng them fall into our hands, and by

counter-attacked agamst supenor numbers: in ¢
only at night. % The much- discussed fanatlcall
“of prisoners we took, by their ki
_ such dtbperate kill-or- be-kl

: mg ‘at.” On‘ Jnly IOth pIal;es took qg"

which every Japanese who could walk
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hlm with literally nothin‘g.' No
quantity of supplies and equi
this vast mountain of material

important early days of the ¢ ,

their airfield. From January 24 - e ted and bombed Amchitka whenever weather
permitted. But by Februaryvlaﬂ; a new ﬁghler ready for Warhawks and Lightnings. The
Japanese bombers came over no more. % The pe of Amchitka, like the occupation of Adak
five months before, let us sti i sressure on the Japanese at Attu and Kiska. Within
two. months our reconnaissanc i o bad forced the enemy to give up attempts to
bring reinforcements and supplies to Attu and Kiska by surface vessels. # Aerial photographs
taken on January 19th had revqpled the hegmmngs of an enemy fighter strip south of Salmon Lagoon,
on Kiska. This strip—and anut,her strip begun at about the same time an Attu—were the targets for
constant attacks throughout the spring. As a result of these constant attacks, and of our success in
keeping supply ships from bringing adequate machinery to the islands, the Japanese failed to finish

elther airfield. % With the ocenpation of Amchitka, the stage was set for a new phase in the Aleutian .

d bases. Now we were next door to the Japanese-
Ja" anese held in the Aleutians, was nearly two
to be taken by force. And Kiska was the more

Tt was decided to by-pass Kiska and take Attu
asg;vere expecting us to attack Kiska, and (2) with
not surrounded, for with the weather as violent

pt SUIT unded—but pinched between our bases.
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the sudden wild wind of the A]eutians Nobody knows how hard the wind can blow along these islands
where the Bering meets the Paelﬁc Later there ' Was a gauge to measure the wind on Adak, but it only
measured up to 110 miles an hqur, and that wag-not always enough. The wind sometimes blew it over
the top. % That first mommg the wind stopped landing operations with only a portion of our force
ashore and, by noon, had piled many of the landmg boats on the beach. The men ashore had no tents,
no shelters of any kind. They‘dug holes in the ground and crawled into them for protection against
wind and rain and cold. % When the wind haq quieted enough to let the others come ashore, they too
dug holes and lived like that' yhlie'lhe cold, wet and backbreaking work of unloading ships by means
" of small boats went on. % Agd they did what ﬁley had come to do. They built an airfield. They built
an airfield in twelve days. Engineers, mfanlrymen, artlllerymen alike, they drained and leveled a tide-
water flat and a creek bed, and by September 12th planes were taking off. % On September 20th, an
army task force occupied the island of Atka, sixty miles east of Adak. There, too, airfields, docks, and
military facilities were constructed. Atka became another link in our chain of Aleutian bases. % On
September 14th Adak bombers scored hits on three large cargo vessels at Kiska, sank two mine-sweepers,
and straffed three midget submarines and a four-motored flying boat. Hundreds of miles had been -
lopped off our roundtrip distance to Kiska and Attu and back—and to Paramushiru, the northern
Japanese stronghold. % The Japanese retaliated with token bombings of Adak on October 2nd and
3rd. The men on lhe 1sland cal]ed the gnemy] ﬂler Good Time Charlie because he came over around three

for an lsland and won,



)
=

miles from the ocean bed; there are few places'where the ocean is deeper than here. Once upon a time,

A%

InnD ago, this now- sunken range may have been a land-bridge from Asia to America over which Amer- | g
ica’s prehistorie inhabit ants slowly made their way east to this new land. * Now we have made of these :
islands a road over \ﬁiich we may sw1flfl' ‘make our way to Asia. W The Eleventh Air Force—with ,}
many strong bases on t_l_le Aleutians—is now the northern arm of a gigantic many-armed air force pineer #
closing on the Japgneqé,_Empire; the Seventh Air Force in the Hawaiian Islands, the Thirteenth Air :fa;
Force in the Solomon Iéfands, the Fifth'Air Fori:e in New Guinea, the Tenth Air Force in India, the "3
Fourteenth Air Force in China. # Elememls of the Eleventh Air Force have already struck at the :
strong'Japanese mlllt&rf and naval mstallptlons on Paramushiru and Shimushu. On July 10, 1943, and *g
again on July 18th, August 11th and (only a few days before this account was written) on September -_’
11th, B-24 and B-25 pl_a_pes made bombmg runs, dropping about 115,000 pounds of bombs on these =
Japanese targets. % The story of the Ai_q:gtians in this war is not yet finished. '
CHRONOLOGY OF THE ALEUTIAN CAMPAIGN %

December 7,1941 . Hom'lities begin in the Pacific  February 21,1943 Planesfrom Amchitkabomb Kiska 5:

June 3,1942 . | | ~']npanese attack Duu:h Harbor May11,1943 . . . American forces land on Attu

August 30,1942 . i ; ) May 29,1943 . . . Last Jap attack crushed on Attu _

September 14,1942 Py rom Adak. Ki f'; May 30,1943 . . . Occupation of Attu completed p : .
September 20,1942 July 10,1943 . . . . Firstraid on Paramushiru | £ it
January 12,1943 4 ) L i August 15,1943 . . . .Allied forces occupy Kiska
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the American troops to vict
Landrum made the followin

“Contrary to popular opmlon, the

its ineeption prior to the Japanese

In successive steps our ground fo: upied and secu.rccl
bases on which were constmclﬁﬁddﬂ docks, ware
houses and other facilities.

“The navy has played an indispensible part in the prose.
cution of the campaign. Time was i, ital factor—and th
sea, weather and terrain conditions existing in this theate
presented difficulties that must experienced to
understood. .

“In spite of these difficulties, the
Aleutian bases enabled us to mee
gnnck on Dutch Harbor with bomh

“The construction of the key base
pushed rapidly. This enabled bq;:nh
have ﬁghter prolecuon The r

‘conclusion by a combined operation which secured for our

_ troops the valuable forward and flanking position on Attu.

“The capture .of this island so threatened the ability of
the enemy to sustain himself in the Aleutians that he
withdrew his forces from all American territory in this

theater.

“This campaign is not over and will not be over until the
Japanese people are forced to uncomiinonal surrender.

“The campaign so far has driven the Japanese out of our
territory and has furnished us with a chain of bases that

‘adds immeasurably to the security of Alaska, the west
. coasts of Canada and the United States, and gives to our
~forces the initiative in the North Pacific area, We can

rest assured that these advantages will be retained and
exploited to the discomfort of our enemies,

"Vl'lThe campaign has further proven tba. the. American
dier can soundly whip the Japanese, and that the
panese, when placed under unfavorabl 'condmona, will

tain peaks——a 1,000 mile weslward extension of

pzé‘ of these submerged peaks rise more than four
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RETREAT . . Flight from Kiska

Wit ATTU in our hands the Japanese occupation of Kiska was doomed. And the Japanese knew it as
well as we did. % Kiska was first occupied on June 5, 1942, by a special landing party of 500 Japanese
marines. At the same time some twenty Japaueae ships, including four transports, moved into Kiska
Harbor. % In September the Klska garrison was reinforced by about 2,000 additional personnel, and,
at about this time, was plawd under the oommtgnd of Rear Admiral Akiyama. Shortly afterwards an
infantry battalion was moved to Kiska from Attu. In December 1942 and January 1943 additional
anti-aircraft units, engineers and infantry arrived at Kiska, and in the spring of 1943 the tactical com-
mand was transferred from'the Imperial Navy to Lt. General Higuchi, commanding general of the
Northern Army. % Japanese fighter and reconnaissance
plane replenishments, boxed and crated, came ta the island
on the decks of small plan : ansports carrying seven to
nine planes each trip. % By' air combat and by strafing
planes on the ground, the Eleventh Air Force whittled the
Japanese air strength down as fast as new planes could be
brought in. At no time during the enemy ocgupatlon of
Kiska did he have more the
hgad * March and
~ bombing nttacks on K
ral force engage@'

to run supply

THEY WORKED AROUND THE CLOCK

B




miles from the ocean bed: there are few places where the ocean is deeper than here. Once upon a time,
long ago. this now-sunken range may have been a land-bridge from Asia to America over which Amer-
ica’s prehistoric inhabitants slowly made their way east to this new land. * Now we have made of these
islands a road over which we may swiftly make our way to Asia. % The Eleventh Air Force- —with
many strong bases on the Aleutians—is now the northern arm of a gigantic many-armed air force pincer
closing on the Japanese Empire; the Seventh Air Force in the Hawaiian Islands, the Thirteenth Air
Force in the Solomon Islands, the Fifth Air Force in New Guinea, the Tenth Air Force in India, the
Fourteenth Air Force in China. # Elements of the Eleventh Air Force have already struck at the
strong Japanese military and naval installations on Paramushiru and Shimushu. On July 10, 1943, and
again on July 18th, August 11th and (only a few days before this account was written) on September
11th. B-24 and B-25 planes made bombing runs. dropping about 115,000 pounds of bombs on these

Japanese targets. * The story of the Aleutians in this war is not yet finished.

CHRONOLOGY OF 'i'HE ALEUTIAN CAMPAIGN

December 7. 1941 . Hostilities begin in the Pacific  February 21,1943 Planes from Amchitkabomb Kiskna

June 3.1942 . . . Japanese attack Dutch Harbor ~ May 11,1943 . . . American forces land on Attu
August 30,1942 . . American forces occupy Adak  May 29,1943 . . . Last Jap attack crushed on Attu
September 141942 Planes from Adak bomb Kiska  May 30,1943 . . . Oeccupation of Attu completed
September 20,1942 . American forces occupy Atka  July 10,1943 . . . . . First raid on Paramushiru

January 12,1943 American forces occupy Amchitka  August 15,1943 . . . Allied forces occupy Kiska
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island by large surface vessels. Enemy submarine activity in the waters around Kiska increased in late
spring and early summer but was unsuccessful. A number of them were sunk by our naval forces. *
Bad weather and our concentration on Attu gave Kiska some rest in May. But after Attu fell we went
to work on Kiska in earnest. Throughout June and July the intensity of our attack increased almost
daily. % During the first six months of 1943 the Eleventh Air Force dropped more than 3,000,000
pounds of bombs on the enemy installations. After the fall of Attu this deadly power was concentrated
on Kiska. Nearly 900,000 pounds of bombs were dropped on that island in July. % Demolition, general
purpose, incendiary and parachute fragmentation bombs were released from high level, medium level.
deck level and dive approaches. Fuzes ranged from instantaneous to long delay. Liberators, Mitchells,
Dauntless dive bombers, Lightnings and Warhawks swooped over Kiska in coordinated and determined
attacks. Kiska Island was to be made untenable. % The first indication of a possible Japanese attempt
at evacuation came on July 10th, when a navy PBY spotted four small cargo vessels between Kiska and
Japan. Mitchells and Liberators sank one, left one sinking, and damaged the other two. % In aerial
photographs taken over Kiska from June 22nd on, other evidence of what might be preparations for
evacuation were seen. This evidence included the destruction of some barracks, the removal of some
guns, and unusual activity among barges in Kiska Harbor. On July 28th the Kiska radio went off the air.
Later aerial photos showed trucks parked in the same position day after day. Naval shelling of Japanese
installations drew no answering fire, and Eleventh Air Force units had only small-arms fire to contend
with. % Presumably the main body of Japanese troops had finished its evacuation of Kiska during the
night of July 28th, going by barge to waiting surface ships or submarines. % At daylight of Augusi
15, 1943, U. S. and Canadian troops occupied Kiska. Even those enemy detachments responsible for
the small-arms fire reported by planes over the island after July 28th had cleared out.
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Massacre Bay, 3,000 or 4,000 yards inland, and the valleys leading to Chichagof Harbor. % The beaches
ol Chichagof Harbor and Holtz Bay were strongly defended against frontal attacks, but no protection
was given Lo the area immediately north of Holiz Bay, and some of our forces landed there unopposed.
In general, the enemy used the same tactics he had used—and is still using—in the Southwest Pacific.
Though he lacked foliage and tropical growth, he prepared excellent camouflaged positions, and dotted
the terrain with fox holes, two-man caves and light machine gun and mortar positions. Enemy rifle
fire was generally inaccurate, and the sniping, though annoying, was never a serious hindrance to our
progress. But, in the early stages of the fight, small groups of Japanese with light machine guns and
the so-called “knee mortar™ often had our troops hugging the ground, unable to advance. % The con-
stant use of “small group” tactics forced us to search thoroughly every square foot of area to our rear
as well as on our flanks. Japanese would lie motionless for hours at a time. Their rifles and machine
guns gave out no flash, no smoke, to betray their positions. ® The enemy on repeated occasions
counter-attacked against superior numbers in daylight, though it has been said that the Japanese attack
only at night. % The much-discussed fanatically reckless fighting spirit was shown by the small number
of prisoners we took, by their killing their wounded rather than letting them fall into our hands, and by
such desperate kill-or-be-killed assaults as that of May 29th, in which every Japanese who could walk
took part, some armed only with bayonets tied on the end of sticks. % A last attempt to aid the Attu
garrison by a formation of sixteen Japanese bombers was blocked by Eleventh Air Force fighters. Only
four of the enemy planes escaped destruction. They fled in the fog. % The annihilation of the Japanese
at Chichagof Harbor was completed on Memorial Day, May 30, 1913. % An observer al Attu said.
“American troops do their best fighting when they can close with the enemy and see what they are shoot-
ing at.” % On July 10th U. S. planes took off from Attu—to bomb Paramushiru.
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= MAY 1)

ATTACK .. . the Battle of Attu

Tll[-: JAPANESE had occupied Attu in June, 1942. In mid-September a Jap infantry battalion moved from
Attu to Kiska. Our air reconnaissance first reported this movement on September 22nd. It is probable

that the Japanese either evacuated Attu comp

letely or withdrew most of their forces at that time. % In

late October a reoccupation force from Japan reached Attu. Beach defenses were immediately con-
structed in both arms of Holtz Bay and the Japanese garrison was reinforced from time to time until

March 1943. By then there were about 2,200

-men in the garrison. % The most important mission of

the Japanese garrison on Attu—aside from defense of the island—was the construction of an airfield
at the East Arm of Holtz Bay. Thanks to Adak and Amchitka, our mastery of the air kept them from

HUNTED DOWN IN H

accomplishing that mission. % Attu is about forty miles
long, twenty wide, and its highest peak rises more than
3,000 feet above the sea. % On May 11, 1943, after being
delayed four days by bad weather, U. S. forces landed on
the island. % From the very beginning the Japanese were
on the defensive, and made the most of the terrain for that
purpose. % The occupied portion of Attu was divided by
the Japanese into two main defense sectors, (1) the Holtz
Bay sector, and (2) the Chichagof sector, which included
Massacre Bay and Sarana Bay. % Although they must
have expected a landing at Massacre Bay, the Japanese
had not organized beach defenses in that area. Instead they
chose to defend the high ground at the northern end of
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him with literally nothing. No one who has not seen it can have any conception of the tremendous
quantity of supplies and equipment that must be moved from ship to shore. And, once ashore, all
this vast mountain of material had to be transported by hand. Vehicles were of little use in those all-
important early days of the occupation. % And these men did what they had come to do. They built
their airfield. From January 24th on, Japanese planes scouted and bombed Amchitka whenever weather
permitted. But by February 18th a new fighter strip was ready for Warhawks and Lightnings. The
Japanese bombers came over no more. % The occupation of Amchitka, like the occupation of Adak
five months before, let us still further increase the pressure on the Japanese at Attu and Kiska. Within
two months our reconnaissance and bombing missions had forced the enemy to give up attempts lo
bring reinforcements and supplies to Attu and Kiska by surface vessels. % Aerial photographs
taken on January 19th had revealed the beginnings of an enemy fighter strip south of Salmon Lagoon,
on Kiska. This strip—and another strip begun at about the same time an Attu—were the targets for
constant attacks throughout the spring. As a result of these constant attacks, and of our success in
keeping supply ships from bringing adequate machinery to the islands, the Japanese failed to finish
either airfield. % With the occupation of Amchitka, the stage was set for a new phase in the Aleutian
campaign. We had been racing the Japanese for island bases. Now we were next door to the Japanese-
held base of Kiska. Attu, the only other base the Japanese held in the Aleutians, was nearly two
hundred miles farther away. Either island would have to be taken by force. And Kiska was the more
important of the two, as well as the more accessible. % It was decided to by-pass Kiska and take Attu
first. For this there were two reasons: (1) The Japanese were expecting us to attack Kiska, and (2) with
not surrounded, for with the weather as violent

Attu in our hands we would have the Japs on Kiska
as it is in the Aleutians no island can ever be kept surrounded—but pinched between our bases.
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WILD WIND iN THE ALEUTIANS




the sudden wild wind of the Aleutians. Nobody knows how hard the wind can blow along these islands
where the Bering meets the Pacific. Later there was a gauge to measure the wind on Adak. but it only
measured up to 110 miles an hour, and that was not always enough. The wind sometimes blew it over
the top. % That first morning the wind stopped landing operations with only a portion of our force
ashore and, by noon, had piled many of the landing boats on the beach. The men ashore had no tents,
no shelters of any kind. They dug holes in the ground and crawled into them for protection against
wind and rain and cold. % When the wind had quieted enough to let the others come ashore, they too
dug holes and lived like that while the cold, wet and backbreaking work of unloading ships by means
of small boats went on. % And they did what they had come to do. They built an airfield. They built
an airfield in twelve days. Engineers, infantrymen, artillerymen alike, they drained and leveled a tide-
water flat and a creek bed, and by September 12th planes were taking off. % On September 20th, an
army task force occupied the island of Atka, sixty miles east of Adak. There. too, airfields, docks. and
military facilities were constructed. Atka became another link in our chain of Aleutian bases. * On
September 14th Adak bombers scored hits on three large cargo vessels at Kiska, sank two mine-sweepers,
and straffed three midget submarines and a four-motored flying boat. Hundreds of miles had been
lopped off our roundtrip distance to Kiska and Attu and back—and to Paramushiru, the northern
Japanese stronghold. % The Japanese retaliated with token bombings of Adak on October 2nd and
3rd. The men on the island called the enemy flier Good Time Charlie because he came over around three
o’clock in the morning. Good Time Charlie did not worry them very much. They had built their airfield.
Their job was now to maintain and protect it. They built docks and roads. and they moved from their
holes to tents, and then into quonsets and Pacific huts. They had more fuel now—and could cook food
instead of living on C rations. % We had run our race for an island and won.

.



the sudden wild wind of the Al
where the Bering meets the Paci
measured up to 110 miles an ho
the top. % That first morning 1
ashore and, by noon, had piled

no shelters of any kind. They d
wind and rain and cold. % Wh
dug holes and lived like that wi
of small boats went on. * And
an airfield in twelve days. Engin
water flat and a creek bed, and |
army task force occupied the isl:
military facilities were construe
September 14th Adak bombers s
and straffed three midget subm
lopped off our roundtrip distan
Japanese stronghold. % The Ja
3rd. The men on the island calle
o’clock in the morning. Good Tii
Their job was now to maintain :
holes to tents, and then into quo
instead of living on C rations. 4



SNYILINITY IHL O WNHAONY

‘MEMB[[IM B ‘DWwed d[qno Uyl puy 81y a1ay) uanod
pey Lay, 901 1ot vom pey Aay |, ‘puejst ayy uo asaurdef
OU 9I9M 2Iay) 1Byl owod pey smau ‘papue] Loy aiojaq
SInoy 2A1amM1 “inq ‘ajqnon jo pury Aue jsowfe 10y pared
-21d payiequio PEY usw ayjf, “1omb sem 3 -Surusow a
Ut 3ypopa.0 uaass “yydidep e Yo®Baq a1 11y 1eoq Suipue|
1814 94, ¥ "yepy uo papue| saoioj 'S "N yipg snSny
U0 puy x -ouniewiqns ssauedef pafonsap e jo sioaia
~INS dAY-—IaBAY) S1y) ul srauostad asauedef 151y Ino jooy
aMas1g sndny uQ “roqiey BYSIY pajlays sdiysiem g
Y1 sndny uq) ‘s:afonsap Awaua “moy f[qssod pur ‘aaay
{UBS SauLBWIqNS 1no Jo oM} yip A[n[ ug 10qIRY BySIy
ur yuns sem 1odsuen e yigy oung UQ 'stotem uennajy ur
Surddiys asauede[ payoeye soutrewiqns pue sdiys soeyins o pue ‘pontuniad taieam oy Iarauaym
™Iy pur eysiy pajens pue paquioq am spiymueapy ¥ ‘uonerse POSEqpUB| 10} J[qeINs 2ram yorym
UIBYD 91 ut spuelst asoy jo uorssassod a1 10§ 201 © Juiuionaq sem SUBLINGLY 943 Jo a[neq ay], “yepy
Iajrouuodor o3 uedaq ey 1ajye ¥93M e ‘pue pue[s] BY1Y 18 19pua) suepdeas ® paquoq ssauedef ay
IR shep om], « "1afonsap auo pue Stasinio om1 01 a1y Jumos pue Jumy ‘BYSIY 1940 suni apeur
§laquioq 2210,y a1y Yiuas[y Aep jxou YL ¥ MUY pue eysIy U0 u2ds aram asauede[ uayy, -aouessieu
“0%a1 118 yuirad sayieam oy prp WL 2unf [un jou ng -pardadsns sem JouIapInul Awaus Yy aunf
Toye suodas [ensn )1 puas o) Pa[tey uoniEss siyy uayp eysiy wo uonels Iayieam e pey xavn mmrH.

APPY jo uonodnirrg syy - - - XIVILV-4IINNO)




{

THE NAVY had a weather stati
June Tth enemy interference was
naissance. Then Japanese were s
made runs over Kiska, hitting ¢
the Japanese bombed a seaplan:
Adak. The battle of the Aleutian
which were suitable for landba:
whenever the weather permittec
in Aleutian waters. On June 18th
Kiska Harbor. On July 4th two
three, and possibly four, enemy d
U. S. warships shelled Kiska Ha
took our first Japanese prisoners
vivors of a destroyed Japanese
August 30th U. S. forces landec
landing boat hit the beach at d
the morning. It was quiet. The

pared for almost any kind of t

before they landed, news had «
Japanese on the island. They had

gotten there first. % And then tr.



ENEMY ATTACK «+..Dutch Harbor bombed

\M{EN, ON DecEMBER 7, 1941 the Japanese first attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor we had, on
all our Alaskan islands, only two small army posts and naval bases. One was on Kodiak Island. The
other was at Dutch Harbor on Unalaska. In all wide-spread Alaska we had but six small army posts.
* In June, 1942, the Japanese struck at Dutch Harbor. But this time they did not catch us napping.
Two secret airfields had been hastily installed just east and west of Dutch Harbor. One was at Cold Bay,
near the tip of the Alaska Peninsula. The other was on Umnak Island. The Blair Packing Co. and
Saxton & Co., supposed to be canners of fish, were the disguises these secret airfields wore. % On June
2, 1942, two Japanese aircraft carriers were reported less than 400 miles south of Kiska. They were
moving eastward. Bad weather fought against us there. Air reconnaissance was almost impossible. Patrol
planes would find the Japanese, only to lose them again in fog and storm before bombers could be
brought to the spot. Bad weather always played a part in Aleutian warfare. % On June 3, and again
on June 4, bombers and fighters based on these carriers attacked Dutch Harbor. Bad weather fought
against American and Japanese alike. All available planes of the Eleventh Air Force had been rushed
to our two secret airfields. They went up to meet the Japs, who had thought our nearest airfield was on
distant Kodiak. Many of the Japanese planes failed to return to their carriers. Bad weather had a lot to do
with that. But that same bad weather made it impossible for our planes to destroy the Japanese carriers
or their convoying warships. % The enemy task force withdrew from Dutch Harbor, and occupied
Kiska, some 700 miles to the west. ® War had come to the Aleutians—to a chain of islands where mod-
ern armies had never fought before. Modern armies had never fought before on any field that was like
the Aleutians. We could borrow no knowledge from the past. We would have to learn as we went along,
how to live and fight and win in this new land, the least known part of our America.
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THE LOYAL COURAGE, vigorous energy and determined fortitude of our
armed forces in Alaska—on land, in the air and on the water—have turned
back the tide of Japanese invasion, ejected the enemy from our shores
and made a fortress of our last frontier. But this is only the beginning.
We have opened the road to Tokyo; the shortest, most direct and most

devastating to our enemies. May we soon travel that road to victory.”

LIEUTENANT GENERAL, USA

L
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THE BATTLE OF THE ALEUTIANS

In honor and memory of the men of the North Pacific Theater who died

so that a continent might be free

A chain of unsinkable aircraft carriers now stretches
across the North Pacific — from the shores of Alaska to
the threshold of Japan. This small book is a partial record
of the men who fought for these Aleutian bases, and the
men who built them into impregnable fortresses that history
will remember as the Northern Highway to Victory.




