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Camp Pike - World War I

The United States entered World War I on April 6, 1917. To train the huge number of
soldiers that would be required, the Army announced its intention of constructing 32
cantonments across the country. Each cantonment would have a capacity of training between
40,000 and 50,000 soldiers at any one time.

By April 15, 1917 the Little Rock Board of Commerce (the predecessor of today's Chamber
of Commerce) was actively involved in attempting to get a cantonment located in the
vicinity of Little Rock. They formed a Military Affairs Committee which met daily at 10:00
a.m. This committee sent the Board of Commerce's manager, Mr. George Firmin, to the
Headquarters of the Southeastern Department in Charleston, South Carolina and from there
to Washington, D.C. During these visits he gained valuable information on the conditions
that would have to be met for the establishment of a cantonment.

Armed with this information, the Committee began inspecting locations near Little Rock and
soon determined that the most suitable location was in an area north of the river. The
Committee hired engineers and had a topographical map made of the area showing contours
every 10 feet.

About this time the Committee received a lengthy questionnaire from the Southeastern
Department. The Committee immediately called together a large number of local citizens
and established several working committees to investigate and answer, according to their
area of expertise, each of the questions submitted. When this was completed the Committee
sent a delegation to Charleston with the completed questionnaire and other data they had
prepared, including the topographical map.

The Southeastern Department sent an inspection team to examine and report in detail on the
communities that were applicants for cantonments. In the Twelfth divisional area, in
addition to Little Rock, these included Fort Smith in Arkansas, Hattiesburg and Holly
Springs in Mississippi and Alexandria and Shreveport in Louisiana.

The inspection team raised some serious concerns about the site selected by Little Rock. The
primary objections were the presence, during warm months, of the malaria carrying
mosquito, the lack of adequate rail service to the proposed site and the lack of an adequate
water supply. Not to be deterred, the Military Affairs Committee redoubled its efforts.

The Committee engaged the services of Dr. C.W. Garrison, the state health officer. He
prepared a demonstration that showed the mosquito could be completely eliminated for
$50,000 and the Committee immediately pledged the money to cover the eradication.

The Committee consulted with the Missouri Pacific Railroad On the lack of rail service.
They received positive assurance that Missouri Pacific would, upon the location of the
cantonment, immediately begin the construction of a rail line to the site with all necessary
side tracks and turnouts. The Railroad guaranteed completion in three weeks.
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The Committee then turned its attention to the water supply problem. They engaged the
services of expert-well men, who concurred with the conclusion that adequate water was not
readily available on the site. However, the well men thought adequate water could be
obtained from an underground stream in the old river bed in Argenta (now North Little
Rock). A test well was sunk and the Committee was able to demonstrate that they could
deliver the 2,500,000 gallons a day that was required for the cantonment.

As a result of these efforts, and in conjunction with the information already provided, the
cantonment was awarded to Little Rock on June 11, 1917. A major factor in the decision to
award the cantonment to Little Rock was the similarity of the terrain to that of European
battlefields. The Camp was to be named for General Zebulon Montgomery Pike, the early
western explorer who discovered Pike's Peak.

The Board of Commerce called a mass meeting of citizens and announced the award of the
cantonment, conditional on the raising of monies to meet the promises contained in the
offer. A sum of $230,000 was raised in two days, and a total of $325,000 was raised by the
time work had started on the cantonment.

Of the monies raised $187,000 was used to purchase 3,000 acres which were given to the
United States. Another $60,000 was spent on leases for another 10,000 acres for the duration
of the war, $50,000 was set aside for mosquito control, and $5,000 was spent on wells. The
balance was set aside for contingencies.

On June 14, 1917 Major John R. Fordyce departed Washington, D.C. with orders to report
to Little Rock for duty as the Construction Quartermaster for Camp Pike. Major Fordyce, a
Little Rock native, had been commissioned in the Engineer Reserves in April of 1917 and
had been called to active duty on May 24, 1917. Reporting to Washington, D.C., he had
spent the next several weeks studying the proposed standard cantonment plans.

Immediately on his arrival in Little Rock, Major Fordyce met with the president of the
Missouri Pacific Railroad, and within 3 day work had started on the spur to Camp Pike.
Realizing that the railroad would take at least three weeks to complete, Major Fordyce
constructed a road from the end of the existing railroad to the nearest highway. This one-
quarter mile road was put to heavy use until the rail spur was completed on July 15, 1917.

While Major Fordyce was busy getting things started, unknown to him others were trying to
get things stopped. In a newspaper article written after the war, Fordyce wrote " I had been
on the ground for 10 days, and had sent in all these reports and had gotten up a
topographical plan which showed that a splendid camp could be laid out on the ground
which the Little Rock citizens had given up to the government. In spite of this, no contractor
had been designated to do the work and it began to look as though the plans would fall
through. While on duty in Washington, I had seen three or four large cantonment plans for
various places which had been sent in to the construction division for consideration,
rejected, and the camp locations changed to other places. I began to be fearful that this was
going to be the fate of the camp near Little Rock. The plans which I had sent in had been
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rejected and returned. I had received rush telegrams asking more details about the health
conditions and numerous other points on which there seemed doubt. There seemed to be an
undercurrent of opposition to all our plans, and the situation appeared so serious that the
local committees were just preparing to send another delegation on to Washington to try to
find out what was holding up the project and why no contractor had been assigned to begin
building the camp. It developed that a number of army officers stationed at Fort Logan H.
Roots had made a most adverse report about the location of the camp near Little Rock, and
this report had been sent to General Wood, then in command of the Department of the
Southeast, at Charleston. When this report was received, General Wood, instead of
concurring with the recommendation and sending the report on to Washington, came himself
to examine conditions, and after a most thorough and exhaustive investigation into the plan,
wired the adjutant general his full approval. After that the contractor was immediately
appointed and [ was given every facility with which to rush the work. So I feel that but for
General Wood and his approval Little Rock would have lost the camp."

The initial construction contract was given to James Stewart and Company of St. Louis and
New York and work began immediately in accordance with plans prepared by Black and
Veatch, Architects-Engineers of Kansas City, Missouri . The contract was for the
completion of 1,100 buildings within 90 days. During the rest of the summer a work force of
between 5,000 and 10,000 worked feverishly to complete the buildings and utilities. The
weekly payroll exceeded $300,000 a week. In addition to local workers, about 1,500
workers were imported from Puerto Rico and about 3,000 from Texas and Oklahoma to
assist in the war construction around Little Rock. The project was receiving between 80 to
100 railcars of lumber a day; about 1,000,000 board feet of lumber received and put up each
day.

The first troops began to arrive on September 5, 1917. The first man to register was Walter
Sherman Sarten, a farmer from Bentonville, Arkansas. By September 8, 1917 there were
1,500 men in camp; that number would grow to as many as 100,000 by the fall of 1918.
Construction on the camp was completed in December 1917.

After arriving at the camp all new soldiers were restricted to barracks for a ten-day
quarantine to prevent the spread ot contagious diseases. After completing the quarantine the
soldiers were issued uniforms and began training. The majority of the soldiers stayed in two
story wooden structures. Sleeping quarters were on the top floor and consisted of
approximately 100 cots arranged in single rows along the two outer walls and down the
middle. Each cot had a mattress filled with straw. Located on the first floor were a mess hall
and a squad room. All cots and mattress were moved outside each day, weather permitting,
and the floors were scrubbed.

The camp had an immediate impact on the economy of central Arkansas. Although no
records exist to determine how much of the camp’s supplies were purchased locally, of
necessity a large portion would have been procured from sources in central Arkansas. As an
indication of the quantities of supplies needed for the camp, in the first three months of the
camp’s occupation, the quartermaster ordered:
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Hay 12,000,000 pounds
Oats 9,800,000 pounds
Grain 1,000,000 pounds
Straw 2,900,000 pounds
Gasoline 60,000 gallons
Blacksmith's coal 5,000,000 pounds
Butter/oleo 36,000 pounds each
Ice 5.000,000 pounds
Fresh beef 2,000,000 pounds

Auxlirary Remount Depot #317 was located on 160 acres on the eastern part of Camp Pike.
The Remount Depot was charged with caring for the 3,800 head of horses and mules used
by Camp Pike. The Depot consisted of five barracks, two latrines, an officers quearters and
latrine, an administration building, a horseshoers' shop and a saddlers' shop. Also on the
depot were a warehouse, 25 corrals (with 9.5 miles of five-foot high fence), 8,500 feet of
double hay racks, 8,000 feet of feed troughs and 69 water troughs. Remount Road in North
Little Rock is so named because it was the road to the Remount Depot.
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Camp Pike - Post WWI
Camp Pike College

The Third Infantry Division was stationed at Camp Pike after it returned from France.
While here, it was approached by the Knights of Columbus with an offer to organize, equip
and finance a school to help educate the soldiers who would be returning to the civilian
world. The Division agreed, and classes began on October 9, 1919.

Camp Pike College was located in a group of buildings located east of Sixth Street and
between what is now Arkansas and North Dakota Avenues (about where Phillips Armory is
now). Classes met from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classes were
offered in subjects leading to an eighth grade education and in technical subjects. These
technical subjects included carpentry, plumbing, motor mechanics, pharmacy, music,
bookkeeping and typing.

Camp McRea

The Federal Government deeded the property that it had title to (about 6,000 acres) to the
State of Arkansas on December 22, 1922. The deed required that the property be used
primarily for military training and provided that the United States could reclaim the property
for use in a national emergency. This provided the first permanent home for the Arkansas
National Guard.

Governor McRea appointed a Camp Pike Honorary Commission and tasked them with
disposing of the unneeded buildings on Camp Pike and with establishing a facility for
training the Arkansas National Guard. Brigadier General Lloyd England was appointed the
first chairman. The commission hired a firm to auction off the unneeded buildings and
raised $471,158.58 in a series of auctions in 1923 and 1924.

These funds were used to upgrade the utilities and roads in a part of Camp Pike and to
construct new buildings and rehabilitate others for use in training the National Guard. This
part of Camp Pike, generally east of Sixth Avenue and North of the railroad tracks, became
known as Camp McRea in honor of the governor. It was used by the Arkansas National
Guard and others until 1940.

Civilian Conservation Corps.

The 3797t Company of the CCC was organized on July 2, 1935 at Camp Pike, one of 39
CCC camps that would be in Arkansas. The company was organized during the time when
the CCC was expanding its enrollment, and drew its original cadre from men selected from
Company 746 at Lono (near Malvern), Arkansas.
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The camp’s work projects consisted of construction and improvement of a system of roads
on the post, clearing land, and erosion control. The camp's personnel also constructed the
stone walls that line Missouri Avenue and built a stone recreation hall know used as
distinguished visitor’s quarters (Pike House).

In addition to their duties improving the post, the 3797t provided assistance to other
companies that were organized at Camp Pike and then shipped to their final destination. The

3797t set up tents for the new enrollees, provided them with food, and assisted in loading
them on trains at the Camp Pike rail facility.

The 3797™ made use of Lloyd England Hall on a daily basis as a gymnasium; w1estling,
boxing and basketball were played. The company hosted an educational conference in Lloyd
England Hall on December 5, 1935 and conducted lifesaver training in the post’s pool in
July of 1935.

In 1937 the company had an enrolled strength of 325, making it the largest CCC company in
the United States.

Citizens Military Training Camp

Citizens’ Military Training Camps (CMTC) were conducted in the 1930’s by the War
Department under the authority of the National Defense Act. A CMTC was located at Camp
Pike. The government provided food, lodging, uniforms and medical expenses and paid for
transportation to and from camp; students did not receive pay while they were in camp.

The object of the camp was "to bring together young men of high type from all sections of
the country on a common basis of equality and under the most favorable conditions of
outdoor life; to stimulate and promote citizenship, patriotism and Americanism; and,
through expert physical direction, athletic coaching, and military training, to benefit the
young men individually, and to bring them to realize their obligations to their country"

There were four courses of instruction: BASIC, RED, WHITE and BLUE. Each course
lasted 30 days and only one course could be taken in any calendar year. No obligation for
further service in any component of the Army of the United States was incurred by attending
any of the courses.

A description of the four courses follows:

The BASIC COURSE: For physically fit male citizens of the United States, 17 to 24 years
old. Previous military training not required. Applicants had to possess average general
intelligence, be able to read and write English, and be of good moral character. This course
provided preliminary military training, including physical development, athletics, school of
the soldier, squad and company drill, rifle marksmanshlp, first aid, camp sanitation, personal
hygiene, military courtesy, meaning of discipline, and studies in citizenship. Those
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completing the course were eligible to take the Red Course.

The RED COURSE: For physically fit male citizens of the United States, 17 to 25 years old.
Applicants must be graduates of the Basic Course or have had equlvalent military training.
The Camp Pike course provided training in Infantry; other camps in other states prov1ded
training in the different arms of the Army: Field Artillery, Cavalry, Coast Artillery and
Signal. Advanced instruction in the subjects covered in the Basic Course was also included.
Those completing the course were eligible to take the White Course in the same arm of
service.

The WHITE COURSE: For physically fit male citizens of the United States, 18 to 28 years
old. The course was open to graduates of the Red Course who had been recommended for
attendance at the White Course, to selected citizens who had equivalent military training,
and to selected enlisted men of the United States Army. In addition, all attendees had to
have a grammar school education or its equivalent. Students took advanced instruction in the
same arm of service that they took in the White Course, with a goal of qualifying them as
specialists and noncommissioned officers in that arm of service. Those completing the
White Course were eligible to attend the Blue Course, but it was required that they possess,
or show that they would possess, the mental and physical qualifications to become officérs
in the Officers’ Reserve Corps.

The BLUE COURSE: For 19 to 29 year old males who had completed the White Course, to
selected citizens who had equivalent military training, and to warrant officers and enlisted
men of the United States Army. Attendees were required to have a high school education or
its equivalent. Students took additional training in the arm of service that they started in the
Red Course with a goal of preparing them to receive a commission in that arm of service'in
the Officers’ Reserve Course. Graduation did not earn a commission; graduates had to be a
warrant officer or enlisted man of the Regular Army, National Guard or Enlisted Reserve
Corps and had to complete the application and selection process required of their service.

President Harry S. Truman, then a Colonel in the Reserves, served as Camp Commander of
the Camp Pike CMTC from August 17th to August 30th, 1933.

Camp Pike becomes Camp Robinson
Camp Pike was renamed Camp Joseph T. Robinson on August 26, 1937 in honor of recently

deceased U.S. Senator Robinson, Democrat, Arkansas, who had served as the chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee.
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Camp Robinson - WWII1

Construction on Camp Robinson began on September 9, 1940. The camp was originally designed as a
tent-barracks regimented cantonment for 25,000 soldiers with headquarters and administration buildings.
buildings, hospital. railroads and warehouses, communications, roads and all utilities. The camp was
built by MacDonald Construction Company and G.L. Tarlton Contractor, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri.
Construction was completed on March 31, 1941 at a cost of over $11.500.000. Of this, $4,500,000 was
spent on labor and $6,000,000 on material. The balance was spent on rental of equipment and engineer
and contractor fees. At the peak of construction, December, 1940, the contractors had approximately
10,000 workers on site.

Camp Robinson embraced a total of 44,000 acres. This included the 6,000 acres that the US owned and
the balance was either leased or acquired through condemnation proceedings. When completed, the
camp consisted of 6,763 buildings, including 5,425 hutments. These were the primary quarters for
soldiers at Camp Robinson. They consisted of a 16" x 16 wooden floor with a wooden frame. The
bottom half of the walls were wood siding; the upper half were screened with canvas flaps. The roofs
were originally canvas, but were replaced with wood and tar paper in late 1941. They were heated by a
gas fired stove and had one electrical outlet.

Although not yet complete. the camp began receiving troop on January 2, 1941. By January 7, 1941

there were 16,000 troops on the camp. These were soldiers from the 35 Division and the 153™ Infantry
Regiment.

The 35% Division left Camp Robinson during the latter part of 1941. After additional training on both
the east and west coasts, the Division saw service with the Third Army in the European theater from
July 6, 1944 to the conclusion of hostilities on May 7, 1945.

The 92"Y Infantry Division was activated at Camp Robinson on October 15, 1942. The 92" was the last
division of the segregated Army. All enlisted personnel and about one-half of the officers were black.
The division left Camp Robinson in May of 1943. After additional training at Fort Huachuca, Arizona,
the Division fought in Italy from August 1944 until the war’s end.

The 66 Infantry Division arrived at Camp Robinson on August 17, 1943 and stayed until April 7, 1944.
After a brief period at Camp Rucker, Alabama the division entered France at Cherbourg on December
25, 1944. While crossing the English Channel, the division lost 762 soldiers to German submarines. The
division saw service in the coastal sector of France until the end of the war.

A Branch Immaterial Replacement Training Center (BIRTC) was located on Camp Robinson in early
1942, Its purpose was to train soldiers in basic infantry skills to prepare them for combat, regardless of
their specialty. For administrative purposes .the BIRTC was organized as five regiments, each with three
battalions of four companies. A company would typically have 270 trainees, meaning the BIRTC had a
capacity of training 16,200 soldiers at a time.

The BIRTC was organized into five training regiments, the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th. Each
training regiment consisted of three battalions; the 51st, 52nd and 53rd in the 11th; the 56th, 57th and
58th in the 12th; the 61st, 62nd and 63rd in the 13th; the 66th 67th and 68th in the 14th and the 71st,
72nd and 73rd in the 15th.
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The BIRTC was converted to an Infantry Replacement Training Center in January of 1943. The training
cycle was originally eight weeks. but was expanded to double that in 1943. However, world events often
dictated that the training cycle be shortened to fill man power needs.

A Medical Replacement Training Center (MRTC) operated at Camp Robinson from 1942to 1944, Its
purpose was to train soldiers as medical personnel. The MRTC consisted of three regiments, the 218
22" and 239, The 21% had two battalions — the 101 and 102", The other regiments had three
battalions each — the 103", 104™ and 105 in the 22" and the 106, 107 and 108™ in the 23™. Each
company had 270 personnel. giving the MRTC a capacity of 13,500 trainees. Like the BIRTC, the
MRTC’s training cycle started out at eight weeks, but was later doubled; however, that cycle was often
shortened if medics were needed quickly.

In 1944, the BIRTC was replaced by an Infantry Replacement Training Center, and was expanded by
changing the MRTC units to Infantry training units. When the reorganization was complete, the Infantry
Replacement Training Center was authorized 878 officers and 4,024 enlisted soldiers and had a training
capacity of 21,000. Training continued until 1946.
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The Early Years

The Arkansas National Guard’s roots go back to 1804. The legislative body governing the
Indiana Territory, of which Arkansas was a part, enacted a law making all free males liable
for military service excepting superior court judges, supreme court judges, the attorney
general, the supreme court clerk, all licensed ministers, jail keepers, and those exempted by
the laws of the United States.

By 1806, after Arkansas had become a separate district of the Louisiana Territory, the area
had two militia units: one cavalry company and one infantry company. During the time that
Arkansas was part of the Louisiana Territory, and later Missouri Territory, there is no
evidence the militia was called into action. However, this early militia did serve the purpose
of demonstrating a modicum of authority in an area that was all too often looked upon as a
haven for outlaws and desperadoes.

Arkansas Territory was created in 1819. The act creating the territory provided that the
territorial governor "shall be commander-in-chief of the militia of said territory, shall have
power to appoint and commission all officers". This was easier said than done, however.
The 1820 census of Arkansas found a total population of 14,273; of this number most were
scattered around the state on isolated farms. The only real town in Arkansas in 1820 was
Arkansas Post, a tiny village of no more than 40 houses. To make matters worse there were
few roads in territorial Arkansas, making communications with the scattered militiamen
difficult.

George Izard was appointed Arkansas” territorial governor in March 1825. Governor Izard
had served in the War of 1812, rising to the rank of Major General. He took an active
interest in raising the effectiveness of the militia. He wrote "The organization of the
Territorial Militia will engage the full attention of the Commander-in-Chief, and will be
proceeded on without delay." He worked feverishly to whip the militia into shape. He noted
that Arkansas lay directly in the path to be used in the removal of the Eastern Indians and
spoke frequently of the need to "place the Militia in a condition to afford immediate
protection to our settlements, should any disorder attend the passage of these people.”
Governor Izard’s efforts slowly began to get results. In 1825 the legislature authorized the
printing of the militia laws of the territory, with a copy going to every officer in the militia.

Despite the difficulties caused by the scattered nature of the population and poor roads, the
militia was able to help its citizens. Governor Izard had been receiving reports in 1828 of
trouble between the settlers of Miller County and the Shawnee and Delaware Indians. These
reports stated that the Indians were "pilfering farm houses and corn cribs, killing hogs,
driving their stocks and horses and cattle among us..". If the Indians were not removed, the
settlers protested, there was "no prospect but of being obliged to abandon our homes and
fields." The governor dispatched Adjutant General Rector to investigate and if necessary "to
remove the Indians immediately, and should they disobey or resist your authority you will
call out such a party of the militia as you may consider adequate to compel obedience."
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When Adjutant General Rector arrived he found that the Indians were stealing and killing
livestock and were threatening war. Rector immediately ordered the Indians to leave the
area, but they refused. Calling out 63 men of the Miller County militia, under the command
of Major Pierson, Rector marched on the main Indian camp. Just when a battle seemed
imminent, the Indians agreed to move.

Governor Izard died on November 2, 1827. Later that month the legislature passed a bill on
which the Governor had worked very hard. It provided for the complete overhaul of the
militia, organizing the forces into two brigades. The act also provided that battalions were to
muster every year in October, and companies were to assemble on the first Saturday of April
and October.

Early Arkansans probably would not have admitted it, but one of the primary roles
performed by the militia was social. Musters gave the citizens a reason to get together and
visit with their neighbors. Early musters included a great deal of marching and practice in
the manual of arms. Most included some sort of target shooting competition, and most all
ended with a dinner or party.

Perhaps the largest mobilization of the militia during territorial days was in 1836 during
what was known as the "Seminole War". In that year Regular Army troops had been
transferred from the Indian lands west of Arkansas to fight the Seminoles in Florida. To fill
the void left on the frontier, Governor Fulton sent six companies of militia to Fort Towson
(in the Oklahoma territory). They spent a year patrolling a vast stretch of the southwestern
frontier between America and Texas.
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Civil War

After the War with Mexico, interest in the militia faded. Again, it must be remembered that
Arkansas was still a very sparsely populated state. In 1860, with a total population of
435,450, the five largest cities in Arkansas were Little Rock (3,727), Camden (2,219), Fort
Smith (1,530), Pine Bluff (1,396) and Fayetteville (967).

While militia units did exist - the Little Rock Guards are one example — there is little
evidence to document militia activity prior to 1860. However, by 1861, with the nationin a
turmoil over the secession issue, the militia was growing strong in Arkansas. There were
two regiments in Pulaski County, four companies in Phillips County, two in Jefferson
County, and at least one in Prairie, White, Saline, Hot Springs, Montgomery, Monroe and
St. Francis counties. :

For Arkansas, the Civil War started about three months before the shelling of Fort Sumter.
On February5, 1861 militia companies began assembling on Little Rock. These units made it
clear that they had come to take the Little Rock Arsenal in response to an order from
Governor Rector, who denied any knowledge of such an order. Regardless, in order to
prevent bloodshed, the Arsenal’s commander, Captain Totten, offered to evacuate the
Arsenal if his command was assured safe passage out of Arkansas. Governor Rector agreed,
and on February 8, 1861, the Arsenal was occupied by the militia units.

- After the shelling of Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, military activities in Arkansas

increased. President Lincoln issued a proclamation on April 15t calling for 75,000 troops

from the "Militia of the several states" to impose law in the seceding states, with details
coming from the War Department. Arkansas’ Adjutant General responded to the War

Department on April 27%:

Sir: I am directed by his excellency the governor to acknowledge the receipt for
Special Orders, No. 106, from the War Department at Washington. That order is
based on the presumption of the State of Arkansas being willing to furnish the
quota of troops required of her for the Federal Army - -a presumption entirely
improbable, and, [ can assure you, utterly impossible.

Further, I have to inform you that I had the honor on Tuesday night, April 23,
1861, at Fort Smith, to order the seizure of the person of Maj. R. C. Gatlin, Fifth

Infantry, as prisoner of war, and who is now at large on parole of honor not to
serve against the State of Arkansas or the Southern Confederacy.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

EDMUND BURGEVIN
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Adjutant General of Arkansas
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It is not surprising that the returning whites sought to reassert their traditional dominance
over Arkansas’s politics, economy and society. One of their first actions was to revive the
pre-war militia.

However, in 1867, two acts of Congress put an end to these attempts to restore the status quo
antebellum. The first was the Reconstruction Acts, which disbanded all existing state
governments in the former Confederate States and turned control over to the occupying
Federal Military authorities until loyal state governments could be elected. The second was
an act passed on March 2, 1867 outlawing the various southern militia organizations.

With most of its leaders disqualified from voting, the Democratic candidates lost all
constitutional offices and all but a handful of seats in the legislature to Radical Republican
candidates. The newly elected governor, Clayton Powell, a former Brigadier General in the
Union Army, worked with other southern governors and got Congress to repeal the
prohibition against the militia in those states that had Radical Republican administrations.

The Arkansas legislature passed an act to organize the militia on July 14, 1868. Governor
Clayton’s Adjutant General, Keyes Danforth set about doing just that. The first company
raised was an all black unit in Van Buren. By October there were 37 companies comprising
almost 1,600 men. The majority of these troops were blacks, many of them having served in
the Union Army.

The actions of the Ku Klux Klan against the reconstruction government in Arkansas got so
bad that Governor Clayton was forced to declare martial law in three of Arkansas’ four
militia districts on November 4, 1868. Only the relatively quite northwest district was not
placed under martial law. In the southwest district, the militia stormed the town of Center

Point in Sevier county and took 60 prisoners on November 12th, Next the militia attacked a
local Ku Klux Klan headquarters and arrested two men for murder and tried, convicted and
executed them. In the Southeast district the militia made several arrests in Hamburg and
convinced the local officials in Monticello to form a posse to preserve the peace. In the
Northeast district the militia killed one man and captured several in an engagement near
Augusta. Marianna was occupied and five prisoners were taken. During an engagement near
Jonesboro, the militia killed one and wounded three. In Fulton county, the militia arrested at
least two men. By March 1869, martial law had ended throughout Arkansas. During the next
five years, the militia was used very rarely.
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rooks-Baxter War

As the 1872 elections approached, the Republican Party was split between the old Radical
Republicans and the new Liberal Republicans. Each side nominated a candidate; Joseph
Brooks by the Liberals and Elisha Baxter by the Radicals. When the election returns were
reviewed by the general assembly, Baxter was declared the winner.

;
i
it
7]

Brooks filed suit to have the results reversed, but the proceedings moved slowly. Finally, on
April 12, 1874, over a year after Baxter took office, the election results were overturned in a
hearing where no Baxter lawyers were present. Brooks and a group of armed supporters
went to the State House and forcibly evicted Baxter.

Both sides called for militia support and both calls were answered. The Brooks forces were
in defensive positions around the State House; the Baxter forces had them surrounded.
Baxter established a headquarters in the Anthony House, a hotel a block from the State
House.

On April 16th firing broke out between the forces along Markham Street. Accounts differ on
the event, but the Brooks forces fired on the Anthony House and one man was killed and
several wounded. After a half-hour of suspense tensions eased. Both camps continued to
prepare for further conflict. The Brooks forces managed to sneak in 2,000 Springfield rifles
and 13,000 rounds of ammunition. They also continued to improve defensive positions The
Baxter forces had grown to over 1,300.

On April 30th Baxter forces ambushed Brooks’ south of Pine Bluff, At least nine of Brooks’

men were killed and 30 wounded. On May gth, hoping to intercept a boatload of arms
reportedly bound for Brooks, Baxter sent the steamboat Hallie and a company of militia
north on the Arkansas River. Near a bend on the Arkansas River near the mouth of Palarm
Creek Brooks” militia attacked the Hallie. Several were killed on both sides and the boat was
disabled and captured by Brooks’ forces — Baxter saboteurs sank it the next day. Baxter’s
forces had been firing muskets at the State House from across the river in Argenta (now

North Little Rock). By May oth the harassing fire had gotten so bad Brooks forces
announced that unless it ceased they would shell the city. Skirmishes on the 10t resulted in

the death of one of Brooks’ men and the wounding of two. On May 13 skirmishes broke
out near the current State Capitol between Baxter’s militia who had arrived by boat from
Fort Smith and Brooks" forces sent to prevent them from reinforcing Baxter. The fighting
lasted four hours. The number of casualties is unknown.

Until that time, the United States forces in Little Rock had only been trying to keep the
situation from escalating. Both sides had appealed to President Grant for recognition of their

claim to the office of governor. Finally, on May 15th, President Grant recognized Baxter as
the duly elected governor, ordered "all turbulent and disorderly persons to disperse and
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return to their homes" and noted that it was lawful for the President "to employ such part of
the land and naval forces as shall be judged necessary for the purpose of suppressing such
insurrection". '

By the 161 Brooks’ forces had begun the return to their homes. Governor Baxter convened
a constitutional convention and Arkansas’s current constitution was approved, signifying an
end to reconstruction.
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Scott County

In the summer of 1875 armed conflict broke out in Scott County in west central Arkansas.
This conflict arose from long-standing political instability and personal rivalries. With the
passage of time the violence grew worse and Governor Miller had to call out the militia to
maintain the peace. During much of 1877 and 1888 militia forces were on guard duty in and
around Waldron, the county seat. At one time in early 1878 there were seven companies of
militia stationed in Scott County.

The use of the militia was opposed by many legislators who considered the action an
infringement upon the local elected officials. When the legislature met in January 1879,
Senator Kerr of Sebastion and Scott Counties mounted a fierce campaign against the use of
the militia in Scott County. He charged that Governor Miller was adopting Reconstructionist
tactics to interfere in politics.

Senator Kerr got what he was after. In March of 1879, the legislature, over the governor’s
veto, passed the following act:

Act No. XLIX
An Act to Abolish the Office of Adjutant General, and for other purposes.

Section I - Governor's Private Secretary required to perform duties of Adjutant General and
salary.

Section 2 - Office Adjutant General Abolished.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1.

That from and after the passage of this act, the Governor's Private Secretary shall perform all
the duties now performed by the Adjutant General, and shall receive a salary of $1600. 00
per annum, for his services as such Private Secretary, and Adjutant General.

SECTION 2.

Be it further enacted, that the office of Adjutant General be, and the same is hereby
abolished, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage; and that all
laws, and parts of laws, in conflict with this act be and the same are hereby repealed.

This bill having been returned by the Governor, with his objections thereto, and, after .

reconsideration having passed both houses by the constitutional majority, it has become a
law this eleventh day of March 1879
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J.T. BEARDED, Speaker of the House

M. M. DUFFIE, President of the Senate
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McCarthy Light Guards

In addition to abolishing the office of the Adjutant General, the legislature also cut all
funding for the militia. Therefore, the companies that did exist were able to do so only
because of local support. Despite pleas from every governor, the legislature did not
appropriate any money for the militia until 1896 when they authorized the payment of
$839.40 for expenses incurred by the militia when it was called out during the railroad strike
of 1894.

One unit that was highly thought of was the Quapaw Guard. The company was formed
August 6, 1880 in Little Rock. In the midsummer of 1881 it spent three weeks in Perryville
where the county judge had reported a general spirit of lawlessness throughout Perry county.
The unit also distinguished itself when it won the drill competition at the state fair, against
companies from Memphis and St Louis. The Quapaw Guard's armory was located at the
corner of Markham and Chester and was the scene of many of the cities most elegant
dinners and balls.

The McCarthy Light Guards were organized in Little Rock in October of 1887. They were
named for James H. McCarthy, a prominent local businessman, who provided the funds for
the units uniforms. And what uniforms they were! Made of blue broadcloth, they were .
trimmed in red and white. The helmet was red. capped off with a white plume. Each man
carried a patent leather knapsack with the company’s name inscribed on the back..

The McCarthy Light Guards developed quite a reputation as a competitive drill company. In
their first event they took third prize in the Interstate Competitive Drill at Galveston, Texas
in 1888. They won second prize at Atlanta in 1889, but were disqualified in the 1890
competition at Indianapolis. The company again took second prize in 1891 at Omaha. After
not competing in 1892 the McCarthy Light Guards won first prize in the Interstate
Competitive drill at Nashville, Tennessee. After that competition, they traveled to Chicago
and participated in several parades and exibition drills at the World’s Fair. The unit took
forth prize in the 1894 competition at Little Rock. That competition was one of the largest
gatherings in Arkansas history, with up to 10,000 people a day paying to watch the drills.

However much pride these performances brought the citizen’s of Arkansas, they were no
indicative of the state of the militia as a whole. The lack of professional leadership and

absence of funds left the militia ill-prepared for the events of the late 19th century.
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Spanish - American War

On April 25, 1898 Governor Dan Jones received a message from the War Department
requesting Arkansas to provide two regiments of infantry, each at a strength of 1,000 men,
for service in the Spanish-American War. Governor Jones wanted to have as much of the
state represented as possible. He decided to make up two new regiments from selected
companies of the State Guard and from companies selected to be raised from across the
state.

The Governor accepted the offer of a part of the estate of the late Dr. Roderick Dodge and
established Camp Dodge at the corner of College Avenue and Seventh Street. Units were to
report to Camp Dodge when they had gotten up to at least a strength of 100 and when
tentage and other necessary camp equipment could be procured for them.

With the legislature not in session, and no appropriation existing for this purpose, Governor
Jones was forced to borrow $10,000 from banks across the state with a promise to
recommend an appropriation at the next legislative session. That session, in January of 1899,
did appropriate the money to repay the loans.

Units began arriving in early May and the companies were mustered in as soon as the

medical examinations could be completed. The muster-in of the 15 Regiment was

completed on May 20™ and the 24 was completed on the 25t

organized as follows:

. The regiments were

15t Arkansas Volunteer Infantry

Company A Formerly Co A, 3rd Regt, Arkansas State Guards (ASG)

Hot Springs
Company B (Jefferson Fensibles) Formerly Co E, 3ud Regt, ASG
Pine Bluff
Company C Formerly Battery B, ASG — volunteered to serve as infantry

Fort Smith

Company D Formerly Co D, 3" Regt, ASG
Fort Smith

Company E Formerly Co E, 15 Regt, and Co G, 3" Regt, ASG
Hope (Co E) and DeQueen (Co G)

Company F Formerly Co I, 41 Regt, ASG
?

Company G (Helena Light Guards) Formerly attached to 4th Regt. ASG
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Company H
Company |
Company K
Company L

Company M

Helena
Organized for service in the Spanish-American War

Formerly Co I, 3'9 Regt. ASG
?

Formerly Co ?, 3™ Regt, ASG
?

(Chicot Rifles) Formerly Co L, 1% Regt, ASG
Lake Village
Organized for service in the Spanish-American War

274 Arkansas Volunteer Infantry

Company A

Company B

Company C

Company D

Company E

Company F

Company G

Company H

Company I

Company K

Company L

(McCarthy Light Guards) Formerly Co C, 1% Regt, ASG
Little Rock

(V.Y. Cook Rifles) Formerly Co A, 4" Regt, ASG
Batesville

Formerly Co G, 4 Regt, ASG

Walnut Ridge

Formerly Co D, 274 Regt, ASG

0

(Fletcher Rifles) Formerly Co D, 1% Regt, ASG
Little Rock

(Hurley Rifles) Reorganized from former Co F, ond Infantry

?
(Cabot Guards) Formerly Co D, 4th Regt, ASG
Cabot

Formerly Co I, 1% Regt, ASG
Forrest City

(Crockett Rifles) Consolidated Cos F, G & H, 4th Regt, ASG

Stuttgart (Co F), Gillett (Co G) and DeWitt (Co H)
(Clendenin Rifles) Formerly Co A, 4th Regt, ASG
Harrison

Formerly Co C, 2" Regt, ASG

Conway
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Company M (Highland Sharpshooters) Formerly Co 2, 41 Regt, ASG
Melbourne ( with volunteer Co from Mountain Home)

The 15 Regiment completed mustering-in on May 20, 1898 and the 27 i the 251, Both
regiments were ordered to Camp Thomas at Chickamauga Park, GA, arriving on the 27th
and 30™. There they were fully armed and equipped and began training. Spirits in the 1%
rose when they were ordered to Puerto Rico on August 35, but quickly fell when the war

ended on August 12 and the orders were cancelled. Both regiments wanted to go home.
They had suffered greatly from disease, especially malaria and typhoid fever. A total of 54
Arkansas volunteers died from either disease or accident during the Spanish-American War.

On September ond e ond Regiment received orders to Camp Shipp, Anniston, AL. They
remained there, fighting boredom as best they could until they were mustered out on

February 25th, 1899, given 30 days pay and put on trains for Arkansas.

The 1 Regiment departed Camp Thomas on September 25, 1898 and were mustered out at
Fort Roots on October25, 1898.
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Mexican Border

On June 9, 1916 President Wilson called out the National Guards of

Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, and on the 18™ called out the
remainder of the states. This mobilization was to replace the regular
troops who were chasing Poncho Villa and to be prepared in case
Mexico reacted to the incursion.

Arkansas units began to respond immediately and assembled at Fort
Roots during the month of June. Of the 2,078 guardsmen who
reported, only 1,208 met the new physical standards. Many of the
failures were due to reactions to vaccinations which, combined with
the extensive drilling in the summer heat, lead to substantial weight
loss.

On July 29" the Arkansans received orders to move to Deming, NM

and began arriving there in large numbers on August 10™. Deming, a
town of 1,341, was located about 90 miles northwest of El Paso.
Prohibited from entering Mexico, the 112,000 guardsmen from all
states found themselves involved in a training routine described as "a
daily grind of drill, drill, shoot, shoot, and fatigue, fatigue and more
fatigue". By October, the Arkansans were hiking 5 miles each
morning. Medical conditions were vastly improved over the
conditions found during the Spanish-American War; four Arkansans
died while mobilized for border duty — all from accidents or pre-
existing conditions.

On J'anualy 12, 1917 the President ordered US troops out of Mexico.

By February 3" the Arkansas units were boarding trains for Fort
Roots and by the end of February all- were mustered out.

Although they never saw combat, the training they received would be
soon prove invaluable.
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World War I

The United States declared war on Germany April 6, 1917, less than two months after the
last Arkansas National Guard units completed mustering out from duty on the Mexican

border. While Congress was debating the declaration of war the 15! Regiment was mobilized
March 31, 1917 and began reporting to Fort Roots in North Little Rock. In addition to
completing the mobilization process and starting training, the regiment helped clear ground

for the Officer’s School being established on Fort Roots. On August 4th the regiment was
ordered to Camp Pike to perform guard duty during construction of the camp.

The 2™ and 3™ Regiments mobilized August 5% and were encamped around the new state
capitol by August 8t After completing mobilization paperwork and physicals, the
regiments moved to Fort Roots, and then to Camp Pike on the 24t I addition to the three
infantry regiments, the following Arkansas National Guard units were mobilized: 1%

Arkansas Ammunition Train, 13 Arkansas Ambulance Company and 15! Arkansas Field
Hospital. A much higher percentage of the soldiers passed their physicals than was the case
for the Mexican border call up.

In mid-September the Arkansas units were notified that they were to be part of a newly
created division, initially called the 1 8th but later named the 39, The 15! Regiment became
the 1539 Infantry Regiment, the 2" Regiment became the 142" Field Artillery Regiment,
and the 3™ Regiment was split between the 154™ Infantry Regiment and 1415 Machine Gun
Battalion. The Ammunition Train was redesignated the 1 14th, and the Ambulance Company

became the 153™ as did the Field Hospital. The Arkansas units were ordered to Camp
Beauregard in Alexandria, LA and began moving by train in late September. A total of 110

officers and 6,317 enlisted soldiers arrived at Camp Beauregard. The rest of the 39th
Division was made up of National Guard units from Louisiana and Mississippi.

On their arrival at Camp Beauregard, the units began intensive training. As one would
expect, the old and Regiment had the more ditficult task as it converted to artillery. After
several months of classroom training, the 142nd began live fire in April 1918. After two and

one-half months in the field conducting live fire training, the 1427 was certified for
overseas service.

The 39% division was brought up to strength with the addition of soldiers from Ohio, Illinois
and Kentucky. The 39th, less its artillery units, left Camp Beauregard August 1, 1918 and
sailed for overseas service August oth, Shortly after arriving in France, the division was
broken up and personnel used as replacements on the front lines. The 142" sailed for
France August 31% and arrived September 71 After arrival in France, the 142™ drew
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equipment and began training on the tractor drawn 155mm howitzer (it had trained on the
horse drawn 4.7 inch weapon while in the states). The 1427 was certified for combat

November Sth, 1918 and the armistice was signed on the 11 th, preventing the 142" from
participating in combat.

Most former Arkansas guardsmen returned to the United States during January and February

of 1919 and were discharged at Camp Pike. The 1420d stayed in France to conduct tests and
exercises to develop techniques for motorized artillery battalions and won a commendation
for efficient performance. The 142" sailed from France aboard the USS Amphion June 3,

1919 and personnel were discharged at Camp Pike June 2610,

http://www.arngmuseum.com/W Wone.htm 6/6/04



NGWWIre Page 1 of 4

Post WWI

The National Defense Act of 1920 had a tremendous impact on the National Guard
nationwide. The act:

o Distributed huge amounts of surplus WWI equipment to Guard units

Required Guardsmen to perform 48 armory drills and 15 days of field training a year
Paid the Guardsmen for drills and field training

Required that units obtain and maintain "federal recognition" in order to receive pay or
equipment

The Arkansas National Guard was assigned units belonging to the 39th Division, which also
contained units from Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. Additional units in the
4th Army Corps were also authorized. Arkansas began to work to get their units federally
recognized. During the early 1920’s several things happened that helped in this effort. In
1922 the state received a revocable license to 5,596 acres that were the permanent part of
Camp Pike. The governor directed the proceeds from the sale-of surplus material be used to
maintain the camp as a permanent home for the Arkansas National Guard. This gave the
Guard stability and an excellent training facility. The 1923 legislature passed an act which
stipulated that the Adjutant General have served at least one year as a line, field or general
officer in WWI. It also provided him with an office in the state capitol and an annual salary
of $3,000, a substantial amount at that time. It also provided $33,300 for maintenance. The
1925 legislature passed an act establishing a Military Fund, financed by a corporation tax, to
build armories. By January 1926, all Arkansas Guard units had received federal recognition.

These units included the 1539 Infantry Regiment, the 206 Coast Artillery Regiment (Anti-

aircraft), a hospital company, an ambulance company, and the 154t Observation Squadron.
A list of those units, home station and date extended federal recognition is available below.

The Arkansas Guard began to become more and more involved in providing disaster relief
and protection to Arkansans. The largest example of this help was during the 1927 flood. A
total of 55 officers and 808 enlisted men and all available transportation assets were used in
providing relief to over 107,000 people displaced by flooding. Also in 1927, a company

from Little Rock assisted police in breaking up mob violence at oth and Broadway that
involved over 2,000 people. The Guard was called out at least 25 other times during the
1920’s and 1930’s.

On June 16, 1931 reactivation of the 15 Battalion, 142" Field Artillery Regiment was
authorized by the War Department. As the War Department continued to increase the size of

the Guard while keeping a wary eye on Europe, reactivation of the 204 Battalion of the

1429 was authorized April 3, 1936 and the 3" d Battalion was reactivated March 6, 1937. As
can be imagined, these reactivations caused considerable reorganizations in the Arkansas
National Guard. Those reorganizations were completed by 1939, and a list of units and their
home stations are available below.
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As the nation stood on the brink of WWII, the Arkansas National Guard was much better
trained and equipped to answer the upcoming call.

Organization of the Arkansas National Guard

1926

showing units, home stations and dates granted federal recognition

153" nfantry Regiment 13! Battalion

214 Battalion

||3rd Battalion

Idequdnexs Company Headquarters

|
]

Headquarters

J|Headguarters |

[Russellville 28 JAN 26 |[Hope 25 OCT 21

Little Rock 25 JUN 21

J|Cotton Plant 1 JUL 21 |

|_—L

L

Service Comp.mv "HQ Company HQ Company HQ C ompany

Scarcy 2 JUL 24 |[Ashdown 14 DEC 23 Conway 27 Jan 26 [Becbe 25 JUN 21

Band Section, Sve Co | Company A Company E Company | |
[Conway 13 NOV 23 | Hope 30 DEC 20 Clarksville 23 FEB 21 Cotton Plant 15 MAR 21

I

Howitzer Company Company B

Company F

I Company K

|Mena 21 0CT 21 J|Magnolia 29 MAR 21 Dardanelle 28 April 23 "Lonoke 23 JUN 23
Medical Detachment Company C Company G "Companv |

Prescott 12 JAN 23 Prescott 21 FEB 21

[[Conway 21 APR 21

|[Batesville 20CT 24

[

Company D

[

| _

"Zinpany H

"( ompany M

Pine Bluft' 31 JUL 20 I Forrest City 25 May 21

_] Blytheville 8 MAY 21

18! Battalion

206t Const Artillery v
Regiment(AA)

24 Battalion |

Non-regimental units

[ |

IHcadquancrs |[Headquarters

"Headquanerc

JIHospiwl Company #216

Marianna 24 NOV 23 |[EI Dorado 8 NOV 23

|[Nashville 21 JUN 21

|[Hot Springs 15 SEP 22

L |

I

Headquarters Battery |Bnllcry A "Batterv [

Marianna 14 APR 21 ll"aycucvillc 4 DEC 23

__, Ambulance Company #216

llelu.r Springs 7 JUN—"(,arhslc 23 JUN 23

I B [

Service Battery |Ballcrv B "Baucw F

" 154" Observation Squadron I

Illarnson 5 DEC 23 "Monuullo 16 OCT 23 I Russellville 26 JAN 25 ILmle Rock 24 OCT "i
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Band Section. Sve Biry

Fort Smith 18 DEC 24

Battery C
Marianna 24 JUN21 l.loncsbom 190CT 23
Medical Detachment IBallery H |

Russellvitle 24 OCT 23

Battery G

'E« Smith 26 MAY 24 "

|

1iin

Little Rock 24 JUN 21

[ ]

Page 3 of 4

Organization of the Arkansas National Guard

After 1939 re-organization

1% Battalion fi:ldnalion
|HHC "Russcllullc IHHC Il:(');:‘"“ "}mc Conway HHC  |[Beebe
m Searcy |( oA "Hopc "(,o E j Clarksville Col Pmc Bluft
MIN. Litde Rock |m IM!},I’IO“Q I(.o F IMEM
IHowCo "Arkadclphiu IC oC Prescott 'Co G "C onway "Co L "Balesvulle I
IMcchl "Hol Springs ICo D Magnolia "Co H 1IFnrresl City "Co M "Blylhcvillcl

1
206" Coast 1
Artillery Regiment 1** Battalion 214 Battalion
(AA) |
HHB ||Marionna |{HQS El Dorado |[Has Monticello
|SrvBury "Ncwpon l By A Litle Rock I Btry E j Camden |
Band I Monticello "Buy F |{Russellville

MedDet | [Marianna |[Buy €

Ponesbore |
Roseivie e

Hot Springs

142nd Ficld Artil

154th Observation |
Squadron

|Little Rock

lery | . | 3rd
Regiment | 1st Battalion I;ml Battalion || Battalion
HHB |[ex.|rkana J|HHB | Fayeneville."[{}-lB ||Fort Smith [[HHB  |[Hazen |
ISchuy "Hamwn || Buy A ||[-'ayencville"f3lry C "Fon Smith ||Blry E ||l’aris |

When the Guard was reorganized in 1926, there were no state owned armories; units either rented or borrowed space. By
1940 the state had built 25 annories: those armories are shown below (those underlined were occupied by more that one
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unit).

Ipatesville "metteville ||Helen;1 Mena __“Prescott

Blytheville JlFon‘est City |Hot Springs Monticello J Rogers

|Clarksville _"Fort Smith ~ |onesboro |INewport |
Conway ||Ha.rrison "Magnolia I aris I

|

IBardanelle _"ﬂazen ||Marianna [Pine Bluff

Key to abbreviations:
HHC - Headquarters & Headquarters Company  SveCo - Service Company
HowCo — Howitzer Company MedDet — Medical Detachment  Co — Company

HHB — Headquarters & Headquarters Battery SvcBtry - Service Battery  Btry - Battery
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World War 11

Four Arkansas National Guard units saw service in World War II, and all were called to duty
before the start of the war on December 7, 1941.

The first unit called to active duty was the 154t Observation Squadron on September 16,
1940. After extensive stateside training, the majority of the squadron departed New York
City and arrived in North Africa November 8, 1942. The airplanes arrived in early
December, having flown from Florida to South America and across the Southern Atlantic
via Ascension Island to Africa. Only 23 of 36 planes that started the trip arrived in North
Africa.

Flying A-20s, P-38s, P-39s and P-51s, the 154™ flew combat missions from several airfields

in North Africa. The 1541 is credited with flying the first combat mission in a P-51 in the
Mediterranean April 9, 1943. The squadron moved to Bari Airdrome east of Naples, Italy in

February 1944. There the 154" flew combat missions all across Europe until the end of the
war. The squadron earned a distinguished unit citation for its service in operations over the
Ploesti oil refineries in August 1944 .

The 153™ Infantry Regiment was ordered to active duty December 23, 1940 and spent the

next 10 days at what is now the University of Central Arkansas. The 153" then moved to

Camp Robinson and completed basic training. Moving to Camp Forrest, TN, the regiment
spent six week in maneuvers and returned to Camp Robinson for a few days of leave before

shipping out to Camp Murray, WA August 20, 1941. The 1 and 3™ Battalions were then

posted to Annette Island and Seward, Nome and Yakutat, Alaska. The 214 Battalion was
stationed on Umnak Island, west of Dutch Harbor and took part in the occupation of Adak

Island and the assault on Kiska. The 153" returned to Camp Shelby, MS March 21, 1944

and was deactivated on June 30" and its soldiers assigned as replacements. Many returned
to Camp Robinson as cadre.

The 206™ Coast Artillery Regiment (Anti-aircraft) was ordered to active duty December 31,
1940 and began moving to Fort Bliss, TX in early January 1941. After extensive training,

the 206™ left Fort Bliss in August and arrived at Dutch Harbor, Alaska August 16, 1941. In

June 1942 the 206 participated in the defense of Dutch Harbor against two attacks by
carrier based Japanese planes. The regiment returned to Fort Bliss in March of 1944,

15¢ Battalion was redesignated

deactivated and headquarters personnel were reassigned. The
the 5961 AAA (automatic weapons), but was broken up after a month and its personnel
used as replacements. The 20d Battalion was redesignated the 597th AAA (automatic

weapons) and participated in the Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. The 3rd
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Battalion, which was created in Alaska, was redesignated the 339th Searchlight Battalion,
but was disbanded in less than three months and its personnel used as replacements.

The 14274 Field Artillery Regiment was ordered to active duty January 6, 1941, moved to
Fort Sill, OK where the 3™ Battalion was disbanded. In F ebruary the Regiment moved to
Camp Bowie, TX and began extensive training. On February 25, 1943 the 1427 Field
Artillery Regiment was disbanded. The headquarters was redesignated the 142" Field

Artillery Group, the 15t Battalion became the 936™ and the 279 became the 93710, These
were independent battalions equipped with the 155mm howitzer.

The 142"4 FA Group left Camp Bowie September 25, 1943 and arrived in England on
November 3, 1943. It crossed Utah Beach June 10, 1944 and participated in the European
offensive with up to five battalions attached. When the war ended it was 25 miles from the
Elbe River. ‘

The 936% left Camp Bowie August 9, 1943, arrived in Algiers September 2, 1943 and
landed in Naples, Italy November 11, 1943. It participated in the drive across the Rapido
River, the liberation of Rome and the assault on Mount Cassino. When the war ended the

9361 was across the Po River, about 45 miles from Venice. It had fired 139,364 rounds in
combat and was awarded battle streamers for the following campaigns: Naples-Foggia;
Rome-Arno; North Appenines and Po Valley.

The 937W left Camp Bowie on August 10, 1943, arrived in Algiers September 2, 1943 and
landed in Naples, Italy November 11, 1943. It participated in the drive across the Rapido
River and the liberation of Rome. It then prepared for and participated in the amphibious

landings in southern France August 15, 1944. One of vessels carrying the 937t was hit by a
German bomber resulting in 1 KIA, 2 MIA, 83 WIA and the loss of the fire direction

equipment and one battery of howitzers. The 937t fired over 200,000 combat rounds and
was awarded battle streamers for the following campaigns: Naples-Foggio; Rome-Arno;
Southern France (with arrowhead); Rhineland and Central Europe.
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Post WWII reorganization

After the Arkansas National Guard units returned to home, a period of recovery and
reorganization began. A copy of the post WWII reorganization is available below.

39th Division units

153" Inf Rt

HHC Little Rock
Sve Co Searcy
Hvy Mortar Co DeQueen
Tank Co |Pine Bluff
Med Co [Little Rock
15 Bn, 153" Inf

[HHC Texarkana
[Co A [Hope

[CoB Malvern
[CoC [Prescott
[Co D Arkadelphia
™ Bn, 153 Inf

[HHC IMorrilton
[CoE [Clarksville
ICoF [Dardanelle
[Co G [Conway
[CoH [Russellville
3% Bn, 153" Inf

HHC |Beebe

[Col Jonesboro
[Co K Walnut Ridge
[CoL Batesville
ICo M Blytheville
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|206th Tank Bn

[HHC [El Dorado
{CoA Warren
ICoB [Camden
[CoC [Fordyce
[CoD [Crossett
[Med Det [Fordyce
445% FA Bn

[HHB [Marianna
Btry A [Helena
Btry B [Forrest City
Btry C ~ |Brinkleye
Svc Btry Wynn
437" FA Bn

HHB |Hazen
Btry A [Hot Springs
Btry B [Newport
[Btry C Dumas
Sve Btry Brinkley
217" Eng Bn

[HHC [Russellville
[Co A Russellville
[Co B Monticello
[Co C [Magnolia
[Co D McGehee
Med Det Russellville
125" Med Bn

[HHC [Little Rock
[Clearing Co [Little Rock
Ambl Co [Little Rock
739% Ord Bn
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lHHC |[Little Rock
{Co A [Little Rock
ICoB [Little Rock

391 Inf Div (part) [Little Rock

39t Div Arty
[1HB Little Rock
Med Det Little Rock

39 Repl Co  [Little Rock

39 MP Co  |Fort Smith

Non-divisional units

State HHD Little Rock

106 Band Little Rock

176® Ord Det [Little Rock

148" Evac Hosp _ [Little Rock

101% Med Bn

[HHD [Booneville

p16% Med Co IRussellville

217" Med Co [Booneville

218 Med Co [Sheridan

h19th Med Co |DeWitt

233" Med Co ICharleston

p35t Med Co [Lonoke

P95™ Med Co |Dermott

296" Med Co [Eudora
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212% Sig Bn
[HHC |Little Rock
[Co A [Danville
[CoB Springdale

Co C Van Buren
CoD JLittle Rock
CoE Malvern
875" Eng Bn
[HHC |Pine Bluff
[Co A [Fayetteville
[CoB [Heber Springs
[Co C Stuttgart

IMed Det |Pine Bluff
875" Eng Avn Bn |
HHC [Pine Bluff
1720d Eng Co |Pine Bluff
709" FA Bn

HHB Paragould
Btry A Rector

Btry B Augusta

Btry C Piggott

Svc Btry Wynne

142" FA Group

HHB |[Fayetteville
936" FA Bn

HHB Fayetteville

|
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|Btry A |Bentonville
[Btry B [Berryville
Btry C [Rogers

Sve Btry  |Harrison

[Med Det [Fayetteville

937t FA Bn

|HHB [Fort Smith

[Btry A Mena

[Btry B [Paris

Btry C [Ozark

Sve Btry  [Mena

Med Det  [Ozark

151t AAA Bn

[HHB . [Harrison

Btry A [Mountain Home
[Btry B [Berryville

[Btry C [Marshall

[Btry D [Harrison

[Med Det [Harrison

3261 AAA Bn

|[HHB West Memphis
[Btry A [Marked Tree
[Btry B West Memphis
Btry C Harrishurg
[Btry D West Helena
[Med Det [Marked Tree
3271 AAA Bn

|HHB Jonesboro
[Btry A Jonesboro
IBtry B Jonesboro
[Btry C Jonesboro
[Btry D Jonesboro
[Med Det Jonesboro
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Air Guard Units

154t Fighter Sqdn ILittle Rock

[Utility Flight, 154 [Little Rock
154t Weather Sta |Little Rock

[Det B, 237" Air Sve Gp |Litt.le Rock

8251%" Air Base Sqdn |Little Rock
8154™ Air Base Sqdn |Little Rock
154™ Tac Recon Sqdn |Little Rock

223" Radio Relay Sqdn lHOt Springs

184" Tac Recon Sqdn ~ [Fort Smith
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Korean Conflict

North Korea invaded South Korea June 25, 1950 and President Truman ordered US troops
to defend South Korea. Soon after the United Nations passed a resolution to commit UN
troops to the defense effort. The following units were called to active duty for service in

Korea: 154t Fighter Squadron and its auxiliary units, the 936t FA Battalion, the 937t FA
Battalion and the 217™ Medical Company.

The 1541 F ighter Squadron, along with detachment B, 23 7% Air Services Group and the

1540 Utility Flight reported to active duty October 2, 1950. The unit went to Langley Air
Force Base, VA where it was re-equipped with the F-84E fighter and completed transition -

training. The 154 flew its first combat sortie May 2, 1950. Initially operating out of Itaeke,
Japan the unit later moved to Taegu, Korea. The 154! returned to Arkansas and was

relieved from active duty July 1, 1952. While in Korea the 154th
and was awarded the Presidential Korean Citation for its service.

flew 3,790 combat sorties

The 936" FA Battalion was called to active duty August 2, 1950 and moved to Camp
Carson, CO for training. It arrived in Korea February 10, 1951 and fired its first combat
mission March 30,1951. The battalion was awarded battle streamers for the following
campaigns: First U.N. Counteroffensive; CCF Spring Offensive; UN Spring Offensive; UN

Summer — Fall Offensive; and Second Korean winter. The 936 fired 348,547 combat
rounds in Korea and suffered 10 killed in action and 28 wounded in action. The battalion
was deactivated September 25, 1954.

The 9371 was called to active duty on the same day as the 936" and moved to Fort Hood,

TX for training. It arrived in Korea on the same ship as the 936 and fired its first combat
mission April 3, 1951. The battalion was awarded battle streamers for the following
campaigns: First U.N. Counteroffensive; CCF Spring Offensive; UN Spring Offensive; UN
Summer — Fall Offensive; Second Korean winter; Korea, Summer — Fall 1952; Third
Korean Winter and Korea, Summer 1953. The 937! fired 223,400 combat rounds in Korea
and suffered 13 killed in action and 156 wounded in action. The battalion was deactivated
November 26,1954.

The 217" Medical Company was also called to active duty August 2, 1950 and after training

at Fort Benning, GA arrived in Korea May 4, 1951. The 217™ conducted its basic mission of
air evacuation of patients to Japan in an area from Pusan north to Seoul. The exact date of

release from active duty is still being researched. While in Korea the 21 7™ was awarded the
Distinguished Unit Citation and the Korean Presidential Citation.

The following units also were called to active duty for the Korean Conflict, but did not see
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duty in Korea:
HHB, 142°4 FA Group — Germany
HHD, 1015 Medical Battalion — Korea

218t Medical Ambulance Company — Fort Hood and Fort Leonard Wood
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Central High School

The United States Supreme Court ruled May 17 1954 that racial segregation in a public
school is unconstitutional. That ruling would place the Arkansas National Guard in a unique
position that offered a chance to demonstrate the professionalism of citizen-soldiers.

After a series of legal proceedings the Federal District Court ordered the Little Rock School
District to proceed with its integration plans when school opened September 3, 1957.
Governor Orval Faubus ordered the Arkansas National Guard to Central High School
September 2, 1957 because he had evidence "that there is imminent danger of tumult, riot
and breach of peace and the doing of violence to persons and property." The Governor
initially ordered to state duty the State Headquarters Detachment, the Base Detachment at
Adams Filed and any other units the Adjutant General felt necessary to "accomplish the
mission of maintaining or restoring law and order and to preserve the peace, health, safety
and security of the citizens of Pulaski County, Arkansas."

The Adjutant General assembled a force of 280 soldiers under command of LTC Marion
Johnson. On September 4, 1957 LTC Johnson told nine black students who were attempting
to enter Central High School to return home. The National Guard presence gradually
decreased to a 15 man day and night shift. The National Guard was replaced by the Little
Rock City Police Friday, September 20, 1957.

On Monday, September 23, 1957 eight black students entered Central High. When word
spread that the students were inside a crowd of approximately 1,000 gathered outside the
school. There was a concern that the police would not be able to handle the crowd, but
tensions eased when the black students were removed from Central. A force of 150
Guardsmen had been assembled and placed on 5 minute notice to assist the police at Central,
but they were not called on.

President Eisenhower federalized the entire Arkansas National Guard late that same day and
unit members began assembling at home stations throughout the night. On the 24t elements

of the 101 Division (Airborne) began arriving at Little Rock and took up positions around
Central High. That same day the Adjutant General met with the commander of the Arkansas
Military District and was ordered to assemble a force at Camp Robinson for duty at Central

High. Those units were 15" and 3™ Battalions of the 153™ Infantry, the 39™ Military Police

Company and Company D, 21 oth Signal Battalion. This force, consisting of 107 officers, 15
warrant officers and 1184 enlisted man closed on Camp Robinson just after noon on the

25th. The remainder of Arkansas National Guard units remained at home station and
conducted training.

Beginning with night patrols on the 25t the Arkansas units worked with the 101, gradually
taking over more of the responsibility. By the 30 the Arkansas National Guard had full
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responsibility for escorting the black students to and from Central High and for providing

them protection while inside the school. The majority of the Arkansas National Guard was
released from active duty Octoberl, 1957. A force of about 1200 was maintained at Camp
Robinson and continued to provide security at Central High for the remained of the school
year.

Annex C to Operations Order Number 1, from Headquarters Arkansas National Guard,
dated October 28, 1975 stated in part "Our mission is to enforce the orders of the Federal
Courts with respect to the attendance at the public schools of Little Rock of all those who
are properly enrolled, and to maintain law and order while doing so...Our individual
feelings towards those court orders should have no influence on our execution of the
mission." Said one Arkansas Guard Major "We have been ordered to maintain the peace and
that is what we intend to do." The professionalism of the Arkansas National Guard units in
carrying out their responsibilities were instrumental in maintaining the peace in a very
emotionally charged situation. It also helped put to rest fears that the Guard was too
parochial to be of use in emotionally divisive local situations.
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Gulf War

The Arkansas Army National Guard had 13 units called into federal service during
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm and the Arkansas Air National Guard had members of
10 units called up. More than 3,400 Arkansas Guard soldiers were called up, the second
highest percentage of any state or territory.

The 112274 Transportation Company (Light-Medium Truck) was called into federal service
September 20, 1990 and departed for Southwest Asia (SWA) November 2, 1990. The unit

transported soldiers of the 815 Airborne Division into Iraq during Operation Desert Storm.
It was released from federal service June 4, 1991.

The 296" Medical Company was called into federal service November 15, 1990 and served
at Fort Polk, LA. In addition to providing support to Fort Polk, the unit provided ambulance
support to the Port of Entry at Corpus Christi, TX. It was released from federal service June
30, 1991.

The 216M Medical Company (Ambulance) was called into federal service November 17,
1990 and deployed to SWA December 31, 1990. While in SWA, the unit transported over
5,100 patients. It was selected as part of the residual force and was released from active duty
December 6, 1991.

The Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 15 and 2™ Battalions of the 142" Field
Artillery were called into federal service November 21, 1990 and deployed to SWA January

16, 1991. The 142" and its subordinate units provided fire support to the 15 Infantry
Division (US) and the 15! Armoured Division (UK), firing 1,060 rounds. The 21 Battalion
was released from federal service May 21, 1991, the 15t May 220d 3 d HHD September

1 9th.

Three units were called into federal service November 21, 1990. The 148™ Medical Hospital
(Evacuation) deployed to SWA New Years’ Eve, 1990. It provided general medical support

to US and coalition forces, with priority to the 224 Armored Cavalry Regiment. It also

treated Iraqi soldiers. The 148t was released from federal service May 6, 1991. The 224th
Composite Service Company (Maintenance) deployed to SWA January 12, 1991 and

provided support to units in the 16t Corps Support Group sector. It completed over 3,500
maintenance requests while in theater and was released from federal service May 26, 1991.

The Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 21 7! Maintenance Battalion deployed to

SWA December 28, 1990. Assigned to VII Corps’ Support Command, the 2 17th provided
command and control for eight maintenance companies and performed half of the vehicle
maintenance and 95% of the communications equipment maintenance in the VII Corps area.
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It was released from active duty May 17, 1991.

Both the 204™ Medical Detachment (Dental Services) and the 25t Rear Area Operations

Center (RAOC) were called into federal service December 6, 1990. The 204th deployed to
Germany and provided dental services for several military communities. It was the only
Army Guard dental unit called up, and was released from federal service June 15, 1991. The

25t RAOC deployed to SWA February 9, 1991 and initially provided support to the XVIII
Airborne Corps. Later the unit moved into Iraq with the 3" Armored Cavalry Regiment.
The 25™ was released from federal service June 6. 1991.

The 119t Adjutant General Company (Personnel Services) was called into federal service
January 22, 1991 and served at Fort Sill, OK. It provided personnel service support to
soldiers mobilizing and demobilizing at Fort Sill and was released from active duty June 15,
1991. ‘

The 212t Signal Battalion was called into federal service January 25, 1991 and was
validated for overseas service the week the war ended. It was released from federal service
March 26, 1991.

Although the Arkansas Air National Guard did not have any entire units activated, members

of 10 Air Guard units saw service. Seven of those units served in the United States and three
Wwere overseas.
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Camp Robinson Today

Camp Robinson today serves as the Headquarters of the Arkansas
National Guard. Located on Camp Robinson are the offices of the
Adjutant General and the staff of the Arkansas Army National Guard.

Camp Robinson also serves as host to the National Guard
Professional Education Center and the National Guard Marksmanship
Training Unit.

Camp Robinson's 32,000 acres, small arms ranges and artillery firing
points provide training facilities for the Arkansas National Guard and
numerous other military and law enforcement organizations.
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