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In the last issue of the Arkansas Military History Journal, COL Matthew Anderson’s 
research on the deaths of Arkansas National Guard soldiers during WWII was fea-
tured. Now we follow that up with a companion article that looks at the WWI 
deaths.  Tyler Boyd, who is working on a history degree at the University of Central 
Arkansas, delved into many archival records to compile a list of members of the Ar-
kansas National Guard who lost their lives during the First World War.  But Tyler al-
so includes the 1916 Border Campaign in New Mexico.  Tyer interned at the Arkan-
sas National Guard Museum during the summer of 2025. 

 

Two Thousand Twenty-Five is the 20th university of Hurricane Katrina, which devas-
tated the Gulf coast of Mississippi and Louisianna, including the city of New Orle-
ans. On August 27, 2025, the Museum hosted a panel discussion that focused on 
the Arkansas National Guard response.  Included in this issue is a pictorial article 
of photographs of that response. We have also included a featured artifact article 
of a binder that was donated to the Museum, which includes more than 350 photos 
of the Katrina disaster and the Arkansas Guard’s deployment along the Gulf. 

 

 

 

Hope you enjoy this issue of the Arkansas Military History Journal. 

Message from the Editor 

Dr. Raymond Screws 

Editor/Arkansas National Guard Museum Director 

501-435-2400; raymond.screws@arkansas.gov 

mailto:raymond.d.screws.nfg@mail.mil
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Complied by Tyler Boyd 

Compendium of 
Arkansas National 

Guardsmen Who 
Died Along the 

Border and World 
War I 
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On April 6, 1917, the United States declared War on Germany and entered into 
what was then called The Great War, now World War I. At the time of the declara-
tion, the Arkansas National Guard was made up of two infantry regiments that had 
recently returned from border duty in New Mexico. By August, the Guard now con-
tained three infantry regiments, a field hospital, an ambulance company, and an 
ammunition train. In the fall, these units were moved to Camp Beauregard in Loui-
siana for training and joined the 39th Division. 

 

The Arkansas units had their designations changed, and most were consolidated 
into new organizations, such as the Arkansas Ammunition Train, which became a 
part of the 114th Ammunition Train. In November, the Guard was bolstered up to 
War strength due to the arrival of drafted men from the 87th Division. In April 1918, 
select enlisted men of the 153rd Infantry (Formerly 1st Arkansas) and 154th Infan-
try (Formerly 3rd Arkansas), and 142nd Field Artillery (Formerly 2nd Arkansas) were 
sent to France early as replacements. The majority of these men found themselves 
assigned to the 1st and 2nd Divisions in May and June. In June, a large contingent of 
guardsmen was again sent as replacements, with many being assigned to the 3rd 
Division in July 1918. With many of the original members gone, newly drafted men 
were assigned to bring the units back up to strength. 

 

In early August, the 39th Division departed for France; upon arrival, however, they 
were designated as a Depot Division to field replacements for the front lines. In 
mid—September, many were transferred to the 32nd Division, and again in Octo-
ber. In November, the Division was skeletonized, and those that remained were 
transferred to the 41st Division (1st Depot Division). No Arkansas Guard unit fought 
on the front lines; however, the Arkansas guardsmen themselves did, with nearly 
one hundred dying while serving with the 3rd Division alone. These guardsmen 
have often been neglected, and this research is published with the goal that these 
men will not be forgotten. 
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The original goal of this project was to list and document the military service histo-
ries of every soldier and marine who lived in the State of Arkansas at the time of 
their enlistment or induction into the armed forces who died while serving in the 
American Expeditionary Forces during World War I. At the time of writing, a total of 
785 Arkansas soldiers who died overseas have been researched and documented, 
with 442 of those being combat-related deaths. The process of documenting those 
who died of disease or other causes while overseas is still ongoing. Last year, I do-
nated the research I had gathered to the Arkansas National Guard Museum. Over 
the course of this summer, I had the honor of interning at the Museum and was 
asked to compile all the Arkansas Guardsmen that I had found while researching, 
and put them into a format similar to COL Mathew W. Anderson’s work on the fall-
en guardsmen of WW2. It is important to clarify who exactly qualifies as an Arkan-
sas Guardsman. For this project, all soldiers who were residents of Arkansas and 
who served in an Arkansas Guard unit at some point in their time in the Army be-
tween 1916-1918 are considered to be Guardsmen. This research makes no dis-
tinction between volunteers or draftees. 
 

This research began by using the book, Soldiers of the Great War, which was pub-
lished by the Soldiers Record Publishing Company in 1920. This book provides a list 
of Arkansas overseas casualties, likely compiled from information released by the 
War Department and published in newspapers during the war. The list is divided in-
to those who were killed, died of disease, etc., and shows the name of the soldier. 
A city in Arkansas is listed next to their name. However, it is not their place of resi-
dence, but the location of their emergency contact. An emergency contact (EC) 
was a person whom a soldier would name to be informed in the event of their 
death. Often, this person was their parents, siblings, or spouse. The EC address 
was published when a soldier died, and if their EC was a resident in Arkansas, he 
would be included as an Arkansas casualty in Soldiers of the Great War, regardless 
of their own residence. 
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This source also has issues with accuracy, as it will at times list a soldier as being 
killed when, in actuality, he was very much alive. Oftentimes, the reason for this 
was that a soldier was wounded and reported as dead in the confusion of war, 
which in turn was published by the War Department. One particularly egregious ex-
ample, lists Lieutenant William H. Turner of Jonesboro as being killed in action, de-
spite the fact he had never even left the state during the war. Due to these errors, 
another source was sought after that listed Arkansas casualties, and it was found 
in the Adjutant General’s Office (AGO). Their list, also published in 1920, gives a 
generally more accurate list of overseas Arkansas Casualties during the war. They 
include soldiers who, “Entered Service from the State of Arkansas,” meaning they 
resided in Arkansas at the time of their entry into the Army, which was the only 
branch included in this list. The AGO also provides more information than Soldiers 
of the Great War, such as a soldier's serial number, date of death, and the unit they 
served in when they died. However, this list is also not perfect and does contain er-
rors. For example, a soldier's listed unit will be occasionally incorrect as it will state 
the unit they served in the longest, not the unit in which they died serving with. It 
will at times misreport soldiers as dying from disease when they were killed in com-
bat, as was the case for Arkansans George L. Brown and Oscar Peters. There are at 
least 8 cases of Arkansas soldiers who died not appearing on the list at all, these 
being found by searching for Arkansas casualties on the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission website. It is highly likely, though unfortunate, that there are 
still Arkansas guardsmen who died and are not included in this research. 

 

In total, there are 308 soldiers in this research. This is certainly not all Guardsmen 
by any means, as, unlike those who died overseas, there are no casualty reports or 
lists for those who died in the states. In order to document those who died while 
still in the states, I had to comb through every Arkansas Guard muster roll from 
June 1916 until July 1918 to find those who died, which in most cases was from dis-
eases. Muster Rolls after June 1918 for the 39th Division stop listing those who 
died. In addition to this, numerous transfers make tracking down state-side sol-
diers more difficult. 
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For the sake of conserving space, the research shown here is not the full extent of 
information found on a soldier. Here is an example of what a full-service record 
looks like: 
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An explanation of each element of the following research is as follows: 

 

Rank: Rank held by the soldier at the time of their death 

Name: The full first and last name of the soldier. For the most part, a soldier's 

name will be as it was stated in military documents. 

Service Number: The service number of a soldier, if applicable. Service num-

bers were introduced in February 1918 to keep track of the enlisted soldiers in the 
ever-expanding military. Any soldier who died before they could be assigned a ser-
vice number has “N/A” listed instead. Officers were not issued service numbers 
during the war. 

Units: The unit the soldier served in at the time of their death. If two units are 

listed, the unit on the top will be the last Arkansas Guard unit the soldier was as-
signed to prior to being transferred, and the unit on the bottom will be the organiza-
tion the soldier was transferred to, where they died serving in. 

Date of Death: The date of death of a soldier. The date a soldier died might vary, 

often by one or two days. The soldier’s gravestone might list “October 9, 1918” 
while their burial card will state “October 8, 1918.” In these cases, the date listed 
on the burial card will take precedence. 

Nature of Casualty: Under this heading, there are three categories a casualty 

could fall into: Killed in Action (KIA), Died of Wounds (DOW), or Died Non-Battle 
(DNB). Underneath this will be where or, in the case of DNB, what the soldier died 
from. For example, soldiers who were KIA or DOW will have the battle or sector 
where they died. In most cases, soldiers under DNB died from disease, and, if 
available, the disease will be listed below. If a [?] next to a disease, it means that it 
is likely the soldier died from a disease, but not confirmed. 
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In addition to the above information, each soldier's information will be color-
coded. The meaning of each color is as follows: 

 

: Transferred as a Replacement in April 1918, where most were assigned to 

the 1st and 2nd Divisions 

 

: Transferred as a Replacement in June 1918, where most were assigned to 

the 3rd Division 

 

: Transferred as a Replacement after the arrival of the 39th Division in 
France, where most were sent to the 32nd Division 

 

: Transferred while still in the states, and sent to France in a new unit. 

 

: Died while serving in a guard unit. 
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The following is an explanation of the sources most used in this research: 

Muster Rolls: Muster Rolls, the backbone of this research, were rosters, on a com-
pany or detachment level, originally published every other month until July 1918, 
when they changed to monthly. Muster rolls included the names of all soldiers in 
the unit. From July 1918 onwards the muster rolls became much shorter and had 
less information about the soldiers. All muster rolls used for this project were re-
ceived from FamilySearch.com 

It is clear from these two images the muster roll published in June 1918 (Left) has far more information 
regarding the individual soldier than the later monthly muster roll published in September 1918 (Right).  

Morning Reports: Morning reports were daily reports stating changes that oc-
curred since the last report. These were made at a company or detachment lev-
el. These are useful in looking for specific dates a soldier was transferred, 
joined, or promoted. Most reports are handwritten and the ability to read the in-
formation depends on the individual writer's penmanship or how well the image 
is scanned. For some units, their morning reports are incomplete. This was ei-
ther because they weren’t filled out, or an entire month of reports went missing. 
Morning reports from other units simply no longer exist. All morning reports 
used in this project were obtained from Fold3.com 
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Some morning reports, like the one above, are typed and can be easier to read, while most, like 
the one below, are often difficult to understand at first glance and require more time to decipher.  

VA Master Index Card: VA master index cards provide basic information regarding 
a soldier's service, such as their full name, date of birth and death, entry and dis-
charge date, last rank held, service number, VA benefits, and their last unit. These 
cards were the starting point for researching most of these soldiers. The address 
listed on these cards, however, is not the address when they entered the military 
but the address they or their dependents lived when these cards were issued. All 
VA cards were obtained through FamilySearch.com  
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This is the VA card for my Great-Great Grandfather Bruce E. Gray. The information 
these cards provide was extremely valuable in this research.  

US Army Transportation Passenger List: The US Army transportation list 
provides information on when soldiers were sent overseas and when they re-
turned. Provided as well are the ships that made the crossing to and from. All of 
these documents were obtained at Fold3.com 

Draft Cards: Draft cards can provide information such as where a soldier 
lived at the time he registered, his birthday, occupation, appearance, and prior 
military service. All draft cards were obtained through FamilySearch.com and 
Fold3.com 

US Burial Cards: Burial Cards detail when a soldier died, what unit they 
were assigned to, the nature of their death, as well as information regarding 
where they were buried and if they were returned to the United States. Burial 
Cards were obtained using Fold3.com 

Gravestones & Headstone Applications: A soldier’s gravestone is 
useful in determining the exact dates a soldier was born or died, while mili-
tary headstone applications can be useful in double-checking information 
regarding their service to ensure there is no mix-up. All gravestones were 
found using Findagrave.com and all military headstone applications were 
found using Fold3.com 

AGO Cards: Adjutant General Office Cards, located at the Arkansas States Ar-
chives, are useful in determining when a soldier was transferred, rank appoint-
ments, and if they sustained wounds while in service. Apart from these, most of 
these cards have inaccurate or incomplete information, including the residence 
that the soldier is listed as living in, as many other sources contradict it. 
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In August 2005, twenty years ago, one of the most devastating hurricanes in U.S. 
history made landfall along the Gulf Coast, impacting Louisiana and Mississippi. 
The storm resulted in over 1,800 fatalities, estimated $108 billion in damages and 
displaced more than a million people. New Orleans, in particular, was highly vul-
nerable, given its average elevation of approximately six feet below sea level and its 
complete encirclement by water. 

Although the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed a system of levees and 
seawalls to protect the city from flooding, these defenses become compromised 
over the years leaving them to be waterlogged swamps and marshes to the east 
and west of the city. When Hurricane Katrina struck, these levee systems failed cat-
astrophically, flooding neighborhoods located below sea level, many of which 
housed the city’s most vulnerable residents. 

In anticipation of the storm, the mayor issued the city’s first-ever mandatory evacu-
ation the day before landfall. The Superdome, on higher ground, was designated as 
a “shelter of last resort.” By evening, nearly 80% of residents evacuated, but ap-
proximately 100,000 lacked transportation. Over 10,000 sought refuge in the Super-
dome, while others chose to remain at home, waiting out the storm. 

On the morning of August 29th, Hurricane Katrina made landfall with storm surges 
reaching up to nine meters in some areas. Residents faced life-threatening condi-
tions, with many forced to seek safety in attics or on rooftops. In the following 24 
hours, the U.S. Coast Guard rescued more than 30,000 people in New Orleans 
alone. Meanwhile, the Arkansas National Guard was deployed first to Mississippi 
and then to Louisiana, assisting with rescue operations, aid distribution, and sup-
port efforts in the affected states. Calling the courageous team “Task Force Razor-
backs”.  

By September 3rd, over 10,000 hurricane survivors were relocated to Fort Chaffee, 
where they received medical care, housing assistance, supplies, and emotional 
support. National Guard personnel played a vital role in registration, family reunifi-
cation, and helping displaced residents find long-term shelter and aid. 

The following pages feature photographs taken by MSG Bob Barnett, documenting 
both the extensive damage inflicted by Hurricane Katrina and the heroic efforts of 
our Arkansas Guard members in response. 
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In this issue, the featured artifact is a bit different.  Because of the 20th anniversary 
of Hurricane Katrina, the public program at the Museum on August 27th commem-
orating the Arkansas Guard response, and the pictorial of Katrina in this issue, we 
focus on a three-ring binder called “Task Force ‘Razorback.’” 

 

The large binder was donated to the museum by MG (ret) Don Morrow, who was the 
Adjutant General of the Arkansas National Guard from 1996 to 2006.  

 

The binder includes four arti-
cles authored by SGT Mark A. 
Woodall as well as over 360 
photographs of the damage 
and the Arkansas National 
Guard response taken by MSG 
Bob Barnett.  Some photos take 
up the entire page, while other 
pages include 2 to 4 photo-
graphs.  All are color photos. 

 

The binder was created by DET 
1 70th MPAD. 

Most of the photos that the  
ARNG Museum posses come 
from this binder.  

 

Featured Artifact 
Three-Ring Binder of Hurracan Katrina Photos 

(2023.31.01) 
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 This year, and every year, the dedicated team at the Arkansas National Guard 
Museum tirelessly commits to preserving and restoring our invaluable artifacts. De-
spite being a small but passionate team, we successfully conserve a wide array of 
historical items, including guns, swords, daggers, bayonets, and more, ensuring 
that these pieces of our shared history remain vibrant and accessible for future 
generations. 
 
 In addition to physical preservation, we diligently update and maintain our 
comprehensive database, which contains detailed information on each artifact. 
We record provenance, such as the original donors, and the rich history and stories 
behind each item. Our condition reports are an integral part of our ongoing preser-
vation efforts, guiding us in caring for and storing artifacts to prolong their life and 
significance. 
 
 We spend much of our time researching historical documents, such as old 
newspaper articles, journals, and other primary sources. These efforts help us bet-
ter understand and interpret the artifacts, ensuring that future researchers and visi-
tors can learn from them and appreciate their importance. 
 
 We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our team for their unwavering dedication 
and hard work. And to you, our valued supporter and visitor, thank you. Your sup-
port and interest in Arkansas history, empower us to preserve and share these vital 
pieces of our past. 
 
 Together, we ensure that Arkansas history continues to live on through these 
treasured artifacts. 
 
 To explore some of these artifacts virtually, visit out website at           
arngmuseum.com. You can research independently or reach out to our museum 
staff for assistance on your research journey.  

Annual Preservation and  
Restoration Update 
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